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THIS. WEEK’S NEWS 


MESSRS. FARQUHARSON AND McMORRAN have been 
awarded the London Architecture Bronze Medal for their 
Bow-road open-air school. p. 706 


A COMPLETE LIST of the architectural exhibits on view at 
the Royal Academy is given on p. 709 


ARCHITECTS ARE INVITED to submit designs in competi- 
tion for two schemes : the first is for dwelling accommodation 
on a site in Marine-parade, Dover, for the Dover Corporation 
and the second is for a new head office building for the Dublin 
Port and Docks Board. p. 709 


THE ACCOUNTS of the New Towns for 1951-52, just published, 
show an estimated increase of £25m. in the total Exchequer 
liability for the cost of New Towns. p. 724 


“ WE SHOULD, by some system or other, arrange for the young 
architects and young surveyors to spend some time in actual 
training together as a preliminary to their divergence up the 
paths of their joint professions,’’ suggested Mr. H. A. Ackland, 
in a paper at the Architectural Teachers’ Conference on April 25. 


p. 725 


“OUR MANUFACTURERS of prefabricated buildings are 
sure that their young industry has got through its teething 
troubles and now has the experience to build the right kind of 
house from the Arctic to the Equator,’”’ said Mr. David Eccles 
last week. p. 726 


THE LATEST HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT shows 
that in the first three months of 1953, 69,431 permanent houses 
were completed compared with 53,609 in the same period of 
1952. The number of permanent dwellings under construction 
by private builders in England and Wales at March 31, last, 
was 43,137 compared with 36,139 at December 31, last. p. 727 

THE NATIONAL JOINT COUNCIL for the Building 
Industry have decided that the application submitted by the 
Operatives for a 6d. an hour wage increase should be referred 
to arbitration. p. 729 








THE OUTLOOK FOR PRIVATE 
PRACTICE 


M*® ROBERT MATTHEW created something of a stir 

in architectural circles when, a few months ago, he 
innounced his resignation from the post of architect to the 
i.ondon County Council in order to take the chair of Architec- 
ture at Edinburgh University. During his nearly seven years’ 
service with the LCC, Mr. Matthew had shown great 
energy, imagination and initiative in coping with the Council’s 
mmense and diversified building programme, which included 
ne Festival Hall, widely recognised as one of the foremost 
ichievements of contemporary architecture. Why, it was 
asked (privately if not publicly), should Mr. Matthew wish 
to leave a position offering great creative opportunities for 
the lesser attractions of a teaching appointment, even one so 
distinguished as at Edinburgh ? 


Mr. Matthew gave the answer in a speech which he made 











at a meeting of the Council on April 21, in reply to tributes 
to his work by the chairman of the General Purposes Com- 
mittee and the Leader of the Opposition (reported on page 
686 of our last issue). Having referred to the “ spectacular 
change in the last few years in the patronage of the arts, and 
in particular the art of architecture,” Mr. Matthew proceeded : 
‘‘ ‘To-day in this country about half of the whole profession of 
architecture is engaged on work promoted by some form of 
public authority or another, and very many of these architects 
are directly employed by public authorities, the greatest of 
these being the LCC itself. It is very clear to me that the 
student generation now training in the schools of architecture 
will, to a very great extent, find themselves faced with situa- 
tions quite different, completely different, to those of the 
normal, pre-war job. It is also very clear from my own 
experience, and that of very many architects in public 
positions similar to mine, that there is, in fact, comparatively 
little contact between the schools to-day, up and down the 
country, and the conditions and problems associated with 
that public work. So it seemed to me that, at some stage, 
it would be right that the experience which I have gained, 
not only in local government but in central government as 
well, should be handed on to the younger generation, and 
that that decision should not be delayed too long to be 
effective.” 

Everyone (including even those who believe that in leaving 
“a position of great responsibility and of unlimited and 
unrivalled architectural opportunity”—his own words— 
Mr. Matthew is making a considerable personal sacrifice) 
will applaud the high motive and sense of public duty which 
have inspired his action. There will be many, however, who 
will question not his reading of the present situation (though 
some teachers may be disposed to deny that the schools are so 
much out of touch with the trend of events as he believes) 
but his apparent conviction that that trend is to continue 
indefinitely. 

Wars, scientific progress and the awakening of the social 
conscience have combined to produce during the first half of 
the twentieth century rapid and unparalleled changes in the 
world of architecture and town planning, but the economic 
system of the free world, i.e., private enterprise, has not been 
superseded ; indeed, upon its continued efficient functioning 
the welfare of this densely populated industrial island clearly 
depends. If real peace could be secured and ensured and the 
piling up of armaments halted (some encouraging signs of 
improvement in the international situation are just now 
apparent), taxation could be notably reduced and so give a 
new impulse to enterprise. The private citizen would soon 
find himself with spare cash in his pocket, and much of this 
would undoubtedly be spent on private building. 


Even to-day the prospects, if not the opportunities, for 
private building are enormous. New and improved buildings 
for industry and commerce and for a host of other purposes 
of a “non-official” kind need to be regularly provided, 
and sooner or later the blitzed cities must be rebuilt. This 
alone will mean the spending of thousands of millions of 
pounds on buildings which will be designed largely by 
architects in private practice, numbers of whom will also, no 
doubt, continue to co-operate with official architects in the 
design of public work on lines which have in many instances 
proved to be not only helpful to both parties but also in the 
interests of public economy. 


On a broad view, therefore, and given a lasting improve- 
ment in international relations, the outlook for private 
practice is not unhopeful; indeed, it is full of promise. 
Thus, while we congratulate Mr. Matthew on his public- 
spirited decision and Edinburgh University on its new 
Professor of Architecture, we do not share what appears to 
be his slightly pessimistic outlook on the future of private 
practice. Whether he is right in his judgment only events 
can show. 
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NOTES & NEWS 


WEST SUFFOLK VENTURE 


EST Suffolk County Planning 

Committee have approved the pro- 
cedure to be adopted in connection with the 
county council’s annual award to architects 
and builders. The procedure has been 
agreed with the Suffolk Association of 
Architects and the Eastern Federation 
of Building Trades Employers, both of 
which have expressed appreciation of the 
lead given by the county council in this 
respect which, it is claimed, is the first 
attempt in this country by a county council 
to give recognition to architects and 
builders responsible for private enterprise 
buildings. 

The objects of the award are to en- 
courage good local architecture and build- 
ing ; to stimulate public interest in good 
building and foster a higher appreciation 
of design and craftsmanship ; and to 
encourage developers to employ the 
services of an architect. 

The award is intended to cover all new 
buildings in the county designed by an 
architect other than buildings erected for 
or by a central or local government 
authority. "Two classes of buildings will be 
eligible—residential buildings and other 
buildings, including industrial and com- 
mercial buildings. 

The first award will apply to a building 
completed between January 1 and December 
31,1953. It will be in the form of a certi- 
ficate to the successful architect, and the 
builder responsible. 

The Council of the RIBA have expressed 
their willingness to further the objects of 
the award by appointing an independent 
assessor. 
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CHANGES AT STEVENAGE 


Str THomas BENNETT, CBE, FRIBA, 
who in July, 1951, at the Miénister’s 
special request, undertook the chairman- 
ship of the Stevenage New Town Develop- 
ment Corporation, has decided that he 
must now resign this position. He was 
already chairman of Crawley Develop- 
ment Corporation, and he has found that 
the double burden, in addition to his 
private practice, has been imposing too 
great a strain. 

His work, states the Ministry of Housing 
and Local Government, has been of great 
importance to Stevenage but he now feels 
that the time has come when he can hand 
over to someone else. He will continue 
with his work as chairman of Crawley. 

Mr. Harold Macmillan, Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, proposes 
to appoint as the new chairman for 
Stevenage Sir Roydon Dash, DFC, 
FRICS, FAI, who has hitherto been vice- 
chairman of the Bracknell Development 
Corporation. 


MUSICAL EVENING 

Mempers of the AA Musical Society 
have arranged a recital of chamber music 
to be given at 34, Bedford-square, WC1, 
on May 20, at 8 p.m. 


THE CORONATION ANNEXE 


THe ‘“‘ ELIZABETHAN,” the journal of 
Westminster School, in the April number, 
publishes some candid comments on the 
steel-framed and concrete-ribbed annexe 
now being built on the west front of 
Westminster Abbey. the anonymous 
writer points out that “ the Annexes at 
the last three coronations have faithfully 
reflected the changes in architectural 
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taste during the past 50 years. In 190? 
and 1911 they were conventional Gothic 
traceried, battlemented, and ‘ plastered 
to look like the stone of the Abbey itself.’ 
In 1937 the Annexe was designed in the 
streamlined Gothic of the day, which 
has since achieved its apotheosis in the 
re-built House of Commons. This year 
there has been a clean break with tradition, 
and as Mr. John Betjeman and others have 
rather unkindly pointed out, it will 
closely resemble a pavilion in the British 
Industries Trade Fair. But there it is, 
and if it dwarfs and suppresses the 
Jerusalem Chamber and Abbot Islip’s 
West Front, no one will worry very much 
on Coronation Day.”’ 


BRITISH PHOTOGRAPHY 


"THE THIRTY-FOURTH ANNUAL EXHIBITION 
by members of the Institute of British 
Photographers, which is at present being 
held at the RBA Gallery, Suffolk-street, 
SW1, shows an immense variety in subject 
matter and treatment. The Institute 
calls upon many people who are not 
photographers to choose what shall be 
hung, and they are drawn from a very 
wide range of interests and activities, with 
the result that over 800 exhibits of 
remarkable quality are on show. 

Colour photography this year has a 
much bigger and better showing than 
heretofore, with 159 colour prints and 
transparencies, and the quality in some is 
of the first order. The exhibition, which 
is well worth a visit, remains open until 
May 16. 


SUMMER SCHOOL’S POPULARITY 


APPLICATIONS for the Berks, Bucks and 
Oxon Architectural Association’s Oxford 











LONDON ARCHITECTURE MEDAL AWARD. The award of the London Architecture Bronze Medal 
for 1952 was announced on Tuesday night to Messrs. Farquharson and McMorran, FF.RIBA, for their Bow 
Road Open-Air School, for the LCC. The view shown above is of the forecourt and the administration block, 
and the whole building was illustrated in “‘ The Builder ’’ of October 24 last. 
Bros., Ltd. The same architects won the 1946 award with their Blackheath-road Police Section House. 


The builders were Messrs. Rowley 
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Summer School, 1953, now exceed the 
total received in 1951, and those wishing 
to attend are reminded that they must so 
inform the joint hon. secretary, Mr. E. 
Lassetter, LRIBA, Somerset House, Read- 
ing, by the end of April. 


STEEL CONTROL TO END 


IN THE HousE OF COMMONS on May 5, 
in reply to Mr. Nabarro, Mr, Sanpys, 
Minister of Supply, said that, in the light 
of the improved output of iron and steel, 
the Government had reviewed the present 
controls over distribution. Subject to 
the continuance of the voluntary scheme 
for the distribution of steel plate which 
he announced recently, they were satisfied 
that it was no longer necessary for iron and 
steel to be rationed. The Government 
had accordingly decided that, with the 
exception of tinplate, statutory control of 
the distribution of iron and steel should 
be brought to an end. 

He had made the necessary Orders, 
which would take effect as from May 6. 


A Ministry of Works spokesman told a 
representative of The Builder that Mr. 
Sandys’ announcement means that builders 
can now place orders for supplies of 
steel without first obtaining an authorisa- 
tion certificate. 


HOUSING CENTRE COMPETITION 

THE Houstnc CENTRE, 13, Suffolk- 
street, Haymarket, SW1, is offering prizes 
to the value of 22 gns. for an illustrated 


"essay on a play area for a site in Central 


London. The competition is open to 
anyone interested. Entries should be of 
about 2,000 words, illustrated with a lay- 
out plan and up to six sketches showing 
the equipment and amenities of the play 
space. ‘The essay should give arguments 
for and against such provision as is made, 
and take into consideration social as well 
as physical factors. 

A site plan and details of the conditions 
will be supplied to all competitors on 
application. The site is on an estate in a 
high-density area of London to be deve- 
loped with flats, with a child population 
of about 200 of up to 12 years of age. 
Exact specifications or estimates of cost 
need not be submitted, but competitors 
should bear in mind the need for economy. 


The closing date is September 1. 


The assessors will be Lady Allen of 
Hurtwood, FILA; Mr. James W. R. 
\dams, P-PTPI, FILA; Mr. G. Eagleton, 
of the National Playing Fields Associa- 
tion ; Mr. Gordon Logie, ARIBA, 
AMTPI; and Mr. L. E. White, liaison 
officer, Harlow Development Corporation. 


DEATH OF MR. THOMAS WALLIS 


WE REGRET to announce the death of 

Mr, Thomas Wallis, FRIBA, partner in 
‘ firm of Wallis, Gilbert and Partners, 
hich took place on Monday. Mr. Wallis 
as 80, 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Ir. C. P. TANNER, ARIBA, and Mr. L. R. Coares, 
IBA, of Grainger House, Blackett-street, Newcastle- 
pon-‘T'yne 1, have taken into partnership their colleague 
®. H. R. Gipps, LRIBA. The firm will continue to be 
he as Messks. MARSHALL AND TWEEDY, chartered 
hitects 
Messrs. STEWART AND GARRETT, AA.RIBA, have 
ved to 17, Conduit-street, W1 (Tel. : Mayfair 6846) 
1 will be pleased to receive trade catalogues. 
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SIR HUGH CASSON, MA (Cantab), 
FRIBA, newly elected President of the 
Architectural Association. 





_ T, yr T Y 
COMING EVENTS 
MONDAY, MAY 11 

RIBA.—Library Group meeting devoted to the 
identification of unknown drawings in the possession of 
the library. 66, Portland-place, W1. 6 p.m. 

TUESDAY, MAY 12 

INTERNATIONAL FACULTY OF ARTS.—Exhibition on the 
Christian Theme in Contemporary Arts. 45, Park-lane, 
Wl. Daily 10 a.m. to 10 p.m., Sunday 2 p.m. to 
10 -- Continuing until June 18. Closed on June 1, 
2 and 3. 

LMBA (CENTRAL AREA No.  3).—Luncheon, 
Armourers’ City Hall, 81, Coleman-street, EC2, 
1 p.m. 

ILLUMINATING ENGINEERING Society.—AGM and 
an address by Mr. D. C. B. Maclurcan, ARIBA, on 
** Lighting in Australia and Europe’’ Royal Society 
of Arts, John Adam-street, Adelphi, WC2. 6 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 13 

Royat Society oF Arts.—‘‘ Training for Science 
and Technology,” by Sir Richard Southwell, MA., 
LL.D, DSc, FRS. RSA, John Adam-street, Adelphi, 
WC2. 2.30 p.m. 

LMBA (CENTRAL AREA No. 1).—Luncheon and an 
address by Mr. E. G. Dean on ‘“‘ Some Sources of 
Technical Information for Builders.’’ Derry and Toms 
Restaurant, High-street, Kensington, W8. 1 p.m. 

THURSDAY, MAY 14 

COUNCIL FOR THE PRESERVATION OF RURAL ENGLAND. 
—AGM. 12, Great George-street, SW1. 2.30 p.m. 

COUNCIL FOR THE PRESERVATION OF RURAL ENGLAND, 
—Coronation England Ball. Grosvenor House, W1. 
9 p.m. to 2 a.m. 

NSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS.—“‘ The 
Structural Aspect of Power Station Design in South 
Africa,’”’ by Mr. G. M. Frost, 11, Upper Belgrave- 
street, SW1. 6 p.m. 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1853 
Saturday, May 7, 1853. 

THE ARCHITECTURAL ROOM IN THE 
Royat AcapemMy.—To you I hope we 
may look, and not in vain, to direct the 
attention of the members of the Royal 
Academy to the state of the Architectural 
Room, as it is styled, not more than the 
half of which is devoted to the object 
professed, and the other half is given to 
highly-coloured oil pictures, to the utter 
annihilation of the architectural water- 
colour drawings, as well as to their 
exclusion from the space legitimately 
belonging to them, with such want of 
discrimination and judgement that many 
having considerable claims to respect are 
placed entirely out of view. The progress 
made of late years in architecture has been 
considerable, but the result, as displayed 
on these walls, is in the “ inverse-ratio ”’ 
—which is no doubt attributable to the 
progressive contempt shown to it by the 
Academy. ... S.W. 
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RIBA ANNUAL MEETING 
Number of New Entrants Doubled 


HE extent to which the activities of 
the London Builders’ Conference 
affected the review of tendering procedure 
currently being made by a committee of 
the Royal Institute of British Architects 
was one of the points raised at the Insti- 
tute’s annual general meeting held on 
Tuesday evening (May 5). 

Mr. Howarp Rosertson, ARA, presi- 
dent, who presided, explained that the 
terms of reference of the committee which 
was inquiring into tendering procedure 
did not cover an investigation of the 
affairs of the London Builders’ Confer- 
ence. That matter was being dealt with 
by the Monopolies Commission. 

More detailed news of the findings in 
connection with tendering procedure 
would, he hoped, be available in the 
autumn. 

Mr. A. R. F. ANDERSON, FRIBA, who 
was called upon to introduce the annual 
report for the year 1952-53, said they were 
most gratified that HM Queen Elizabeth II 
had consented to become the patron of the 
Royal Institute. Royal patronage, he 
said, had been enjoyed by the RIBA 
since the reign of William IV. 

Mr. Anderson went on to refer to 
the liaison between the Institute and the 
various Government Departments. These 
contacts were helping to hasten on the 
day when architects would be able to 
carry out real architecture in all parts of 
the country. 

On the question of membership, Mr. 
Anderson expressed surprise at the num- 
ber of new Associates who had been 
elected. In 1947 there were 5,000-odd. 
This year the number had shot up to 
10,000-odd. These numbers were bound 
to fall in the next few years and he foresaw 
danger to the Institute’s financial position. 
A deficit had been expected this year 
even though membership had probably 
reached its peak. He believed that in the 
future the Institute would have to look 
for further finances. 

Mr. THurston Witiiams, ARIBA, 
complained of the lack of understanding 
on the part of many public authorities of 
the proper status of architects. Often, 
advertisements offering appointments to 
architects would require all applicants to 
be ARIBAs. Successful applicants 
would subsequently be described as 
technical assistants. 

In reply, Mr. Leonarp C. Howrrr, 
FRIBA, MTPI, chairman of the Salaried 
and Official Architects Committee, said 
that protests were constantly being made 
in cases where the status of architects was 
involved. Many advertisements did, how- 
ever, mention the title of the appointment 
offered, and in these cases complaints 
made after the appointment had been 
accepted were not really justified. 

Mr. Donatp H. McMorran, FRIBA, 
chairman of the Architectural Education 
Joint Committee which is inquiring into 
the problems of education and qualifica- 
tion, said that the committee was engaged 
in considering evidence which had been 
received from a large number of sources. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


ABBREVIATED QUANTITIES FOR 
THE SINGLE HOUSE 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I have read with interest and 
sympathy the article in your last 
issue, by Mr. S. W. Hookway, FRICS, 
about ‘‘ Abbreviated Quantities for the 
Single Dwelling-House.”’ 

He mentioned that, having regard to the 
high cost of building, the cost of preparing 
a bill of quantities, together with printing, 
has more often than not proved too much 
of a bitter pill for the building owner to 
swallow. I would venture to suggest 
that the architect’s services in regard to 
the design of the single dwelling-house 
are likely to be dispensed with for the 
same reason of expense, notwithstanding 
all the potent arguments which may be 
advanced in favour of them. 

I think there is already a fear that, now 
building licences for the small single 
house are easier to obtain, we may return 
to the regrettable pre-war state of affairs, 
when the architect’s services for this type 
of work were neither freely sought nor 
offered. I hope that I exaggerate this 
possibility, but it would seem to me that 
the private owner is neither likely to be 
willing nor able to afford the full-scale 
services of the architect nor is the latter 
able to make this class of work pay if he 
is to do a really conscientious job of work 
for the scale of fees sanctioned by common 
consent. 

This problem need not arise in local 
authority housing, for as we all know 
some excellent results of the architect’s 
services can be seen since the war. I 
believe the manufacturers of prefabri- 
cated houses at the British Industries Fair 
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this year were offering their products at 
a price inclusive of architect’s services : 
this method will, of course, appeal 
immediately to the potential private 
owner who will know where he stands 
financially. 

It would seem to me that the building 
societies must continue to play an import- 
ant part in the financing of single house- 
building, and I should have thought it 
possible for them to offer to the public 
an architectural service—provided either 
by their own staff architects or by con- 
sultants—at a cost inclusive with the 
mortgage rates, which would comprise 
at least type plans and specifications of a 
variety which would appeal to the building 
owner seeking an ‘‘ individual design,”’ 
and which could vary with differing 
regional conditions. Such a service, if 
enjoying the best architectural advice, 
would no doubt relieve the fears of many 
planning authorities. 

JOHN RATCLIFF 
[OBE, ARIBA, AMTPI]. 
34, Marlborough-road, Richmond. 


THE COST OF BUILDING 
To the Editor of The Builder 
IR,—Having read with much interest 
Mr. R. Evans’ letter published in 
your issue of April 24, with reference to 
the cost of building, I can thoroughly 
endorse all he states. 

My firm, of which I am senior director, 
employs over 60 men, and we encourage 
men in all trades to take pride in their 
work, which, I am grateful to say, they do. 
They are happy and contented and all 
pull together. 

From my practical experience I find 
that, treating the men as human beings ; 
not asking them to do more than you 
yourself would undertake ; giving them 








From the RA Summer Exhibition 


CITY OF SHEFFIELD : COLLEGES OF TECHNOLOGY AND COMMERCE : 
MODEL FROM SOUTH. GOLLINS, MELVIN, WARD AND PARTNERS, 
IN ASSOCIATION WITH THE CITY ARCHITECT 
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explicit instructions as to what they have 
to do ; and, above all, helping them to» gain 
confidence in their employer, pays hand. 
somely. 

The high cost of building is not alto. 
gether due to the employee. [ know 
sometimes if more time could be spent 
in the drawing office over the drawing 
board, and more consideration given to 
small details, considerable saving could 
be made. There is nothing more dis- 
quieting on a job, than for a man to pull 
or cut about after the work has been 
put together, owing to the architect 
changing his mind after building work has 
begun. 

I raise my hat to Mr. Evans. It is 
indeed very gratifying to know that some- 
one has the good of the building industry 
at heart. I only wish the building 
employers’ organisation would adopt the 
principle which the clerks of works’ 
organisation are trying to adopt, and 
press for the registration of all experienced, 
qualified builders in the industry. 

Anyone to-day may apply to the Min- 
try of Works for registration as a builder, 
whether he has had experience or not, 
and from my observations I have not 
known an application refused. The 
builders’ organisations will then receive 
them with open arms, providing they pay 
their subscriptions. I do consider this 
very wrong, and it is not improving the 
status of the industry. 

J. W. Harris. 

““ Roysden,”” Mayfield, Sussex. 


PREVENTING WASTE 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—We are writing to ask your 
permission to reproduce in print an 
article appearing in your issue of April 17, 
1953. The article appears on page 612, 
and is entitled ‘‘ Wastage on Building 
Sites—Thirty Ways of Reducing the Cost 
of Building.” 

Provided you have no objection to the 
reproduction, we intend sending this 
article to every workman on our sites in 
the hope that it will help alleviate the 
wastage that occurs on most sites. 

R. B. Fear (Carpirr), LTD. 

1, Museum-place, Cardiff. 


«*« Permission for reproduction of the article has been 
granted.—Ep. 


SCHOOL HEATING RESEARCH 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—It has been noticed by my 
Association that use has been made of 
excerpts from a paper recently read on the 
above-mentioned subject before the Insti- 
tution of Heating and Ventilating Fngin- 
eers, without taking into account the dis- 
cussion which made it quite clear that the 
statements regarding fuel consumption 
should be regarded with considerable 


reserve. If any of your readers are :ter- 
ested, we would suggest that they °'2!" 
discus 


a copy of the paper, including the < 
sion, from which it will be plainly seen 
that considerable doubt exists as *) the 
conclusions arising from these fu: n- 
sumption tests. 
H. H. Bruce, 
Technical Director, Invisible ! sel 
Warming Association. 
136, Grand Buildings, WC2. 
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RA SUMMER EXHIBITION 


Complete List of Architectural 
Exhibits 


F' )|. LOWING is an alphabetical list of 

exhibitors of drawings and models on 
view in the Architecture Room at the 
Roval Academy of Arts Exhibition which 
opened on Saturday last (May 2). 

john R. Atkinson, Scheme of Flats at 

Gibraltar (1105); Robert Atkinson, Flats for 
York City County (1132), Admiralty Ratings’ 
Quarters, Gibraltar (1092), and Preliminary 
Design for new Technical College, Croydon 
(1110). 
' Arthur Bailey, Old Peoples’ Houses, Pens- 
hurst, Kent (1093), Chatsworth Baptist 
Church (1127), and Church Hall and Parson- 
age, Kent (1148); Eric Bedford, Coronation 
of HM Queen Elizabeth II: design for 
Annexe, Westminster Abbey (1098); C. 
Bernard Brown, Houses and Studios in Old 
Palace Yard, Richmond (1091) ; Edward C. 
Butler, Liverpool New Parish Church of Our 
Lady and St. Nicholas (1150). 

Alan Crozier Cole, Private Housing Estate, 
Bath (1133); Clifford Culpin and Partner, 
Flats on Brixton Hill for Wandsworth BC 
(1102), A Close in a Housing Scheme, Surrey 
(1136), and Flats, St. Marylebone (1112) ; 
W. Curtis Green, RA, Son and Lloyd, Bar- 
clays Bank, Cardiff (1084), and Entrance Door 
to National Bank of Scotland, Nicholas-lane, 
EC4 (1090). 

Lawrence Dale, Horley Church, Oxon: 
Rood Loft and Screen (1121); K. Dalgliesh 
and R. K. Pullen, Concert Stage, Battersea 
Park (1122) ; Graham Dawbarn (Norman and 
Dawbarn), Teaching Hospital of the West 
Indies (1129) ; Louis de Soissons, RA Elect, 
Cassino War Cemetery, Italy : Monument 
to the Missing (1114), and the Entrance (1115), 
also a proposed Unitarian Church, Plymouth 
(1126), and a proposal for a Store, Hemel 
Hempstead (1140). 

Joseph Emberton, Flats and Commercial 
Development in Old-street, for Finsbury 
BC (1097): Roderick E. Enthoven, New 
Buildings at Ratcliffe for the Royal Founda- 
tion of St. Katharine (1159) ; Raymond Erith, 
Alterations to Tendring Hall, Suffolk (1157). 

A. G. Sheppard Fidler, City of Birmingham 
Housing Schemes (1096) ; W. S. Frost, Wey- 
bridge Telephone Exchange (1154), and 
Dagenham Telephone Exchange (1158). 

Gollins, Melvin, Ward and Partners, College 
of Technology and Commerce, Sheffield : 
Model (1171); L. Grahame-Thomson, Com- 
petitive Design for Coventry Cathedral 
(1085). 

Victor Heal and Smith, St. Paul’s Precinct, 
Redevelopment Unit No. 1, Cheapside (1086), 
and at new road (1155); Phillip D. Hepworth, 
British War Cemetery at Bergen-op-Zoom, 
Holland (1135), and at Arnhem, Holland 
(1153): Cecil Howitt and Partners, The 
Union Building and Refectory, Nottingham 


University (1118); F. Heather Hughes and 


7. P. Lomax, Gold Coast National Sports 
Stadium, Accra (1123), and House at Mam- 
pong, Gold Coast Colony (1124). 

The late C. H. James, RA (James and 
Bywaters), Wandsworth BC Clapham-road 
Estate (1106), and Flats for Welwyn Garden 


City Development Corporation (1130). 
r Lancelot Keay, Basil G. Duckett and 
Partners, West Hill Housing Development 


tor Wandsworth BC : Model (1170). 

Olver Law and Partners, A Holiday 
sungalow at Ferring-on-Sea (1141); Brian 
vis, Australian National University of 
rra (1145); Hubert and Martin Lid- 
New Friends’ Meeting House, Croydon 


| “card Maufe, RA, All Souls College, 
Oxtord : Fellows’ Sets facing the Warden’s 
Geren (1095), and St. Columba, Church of 
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Scotland, SW1 (1143); S. W. Milburn and 
Partners, Brookhill Chest Hospital, Northern 
Ireland (1108); Edward D. Mills, Quintin 
cone and County Complement for LCC 
1117). 

Brian O’ Rorke, ARA, Rebuilding : Sailors’ 
Home and Red Ensign Club, E1 (1099) ; 
Brian O’Rorke, ARA (Fowell, Mansfield and 
Maclurcan, Associate Architects), Office Build- 
ing, Sydney (1107). 

S. Rowland Pierce, Neighbourhood Shop- 
ping Centre, Norwich (1113). 

A. E. Richardson, RA, Astronomical Clock, 
York Minster (1094), Trinity House, Tower 
Hill, London (1103), and Gustave Tuck 
Theatre, London (1111); Evan W. Roberts, 
Secondary Technical Mixed School, Notting- 
hamshire (1144); Howard Robertson, ARA, 
Printing Works, Debden, Essex: Interior 
(1131), Exterior (1146), The University, 
Reading, Whitenights Park: Faculty of Letters 
(:137), and Watling House, EC4 (1149). 

Adrian Gilbert Scott, St. Mary’s and St. 
Joseph’s Church, Poplar: Model (1160) ; 
Alex. T. Scott (Sir Herbert Baker and Scott), 
Office Building, Cape Town (1128), Com- 
mercial Bank of Scotland, Edinburgh (1134), 
and Downing College, Cambridge (1152) ; 
Marshall Sisson, A Suggestion for a New 
Building at Pembroke College, Cambridge 
(1087), and the College of St. Mark at Audley 
End (1104); Basil Spence, ARA, Cathedral 
Church of St. Michael at Coventry: Long 
Section (1120), and the Nave looking towards 
the Altar (1125); John A. Strubbe, Weir Wood 
Water Board Treatment Works, Sussex (1147). 

Edmund }. Thring, Marconi House, Strand : 
Mural Decoration (1142). 

Ronald Ward and Partners, National 
Farmers’ Union headquarters, SW1 (1156) ; 
A. B. Waters, Dines Green County Primary 
School, Worcester (1151); W. H. Watkins, 
Gray and Partners, University College Hos- 
pital, Ibadan, Nigeria (1139) ; _L. K. Watson 
and H. }. Coates, Ferrybridge “‘ B ’’ Generat- 
ing Station (1089); Reginald S. Wilshere, 
Proposals for Additions to the Royal Belfast 
Academical Institution (1109) ; ¥. M. Wilson, 
H. C. Mason and Partners, Car Ferry Ter- 
minal, Dover (1138); Christopher 7. Wood- 
bridge, Bournemouth Telephone Exchange 
(1116); Wornum and Playne, Queen Mary 
College, University of London: Proposed 
Department of Engineering (1100), Bicester 
Ordnance Depot: Rank and File Mess 
(1088), and Sergeants’ Mess (1101). 


THE ARTIST IN THE 
ARCHITECT 


Danger of “ Pure Technological 
Approach” 


SPEAKING at a dinner of the Institution 
of Structural Engineers at the Dorchester 
Hotel, London, on May 1, Lorp SEMPILL 
said that in some of our buildings to-day 
the genius of the artist, as opposed to the 
architect with the pure technological 
approach, had been allowed little, if any, 
expression. One might even wonder if 
in some buildings the artist had been 
given a say at any stage. 

Distortion in painting, deformities in 
sculpture, and the barren word-spinning 
of the modernist school of poetry were 
but examples of a pathological aberration, 
a sure sign of a retreat from reason, he 
said. We had to return to the time when, 
as one of the great writers of the past had 
said, in architectural structure man’s love 
of the beautiful, his pride, his triumph 


_over gravitation, his will to achieve, 


assumed a visible form. Architecture 
was the oratory of power expressed by 
form. ’ 
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“I got your name from the baggage, 
Signora Guaranteed Pig-skin.”’ 











COMPETITION NEWS 
DOVER HOUSING SCHEME 


Dover CORPORATION invites architects 
resident in the UK to submit designs in 
competition for dwelling accommodation 
on a site in Marine-parade, Dover. The 
site has an area of 6.5 acres. 

The assessor for the competition is 
Mr. Arthur W. Kenyon, CBE, FRIBA, 
Dis.TP, MTPI, and the following 
premiums are offered: (1) 1,000 gns., 
(2) 500 gns., (3) 250 gns., (4) 150 gns., 
(5) 75 gns., (6) 50 gns. 

Closing date for submission of designs 
is September 10; last day for questions 
June 15. Conditions and site plan from 
Mr. James A. Johnson, Town Clerk, New 
Bridge House, Dover, on payment of 
2 gns. deposit. 


HEAD OFFICE FOR PORT AND 
DOCKS BOARD, DUBLIN 


THe DuBLIN Port AND Docks Boarp 
invites designs in competition for a new 
Head Office Building to be erected on a 
site adjacent to the Custom House known 
as the “‘ Old Dock Site.”” The competition 
is open to qualified architects. 

Mr. John M. Fairweather, FRIAI, 
Mr. Vincent Kelly, BArch, FRIAI, 
FRIBA, and Mr. Alfred E. Jones, FRIAI, 
have been appointed assessors. Premiums 
of £700, £500, £200 and £100 will be 
paid. Conditions are obtainable on 
deposit of £3 3s. from Mr. J. P. 
Murphy, secretary to the Board, at 19, 
Westmoreland-street, Dublin, to whom any 
questions competitors may desire to ask 
should be sent by June 2 (copies with 
answers to be circulated to all competitors 
by July 2) and to whom designs must be 
sent by November 2. 


The approximate cost of the building 
is £500,000, and it is understood that it 
will be put into construction without delay. 





APPOINTMENT 


Leeps REGIONAL HospiTat Boarp invite 
applications by May 19 for the appoint- 
ment of Regional Architect. Salary, 
£1,500—£75—{£1,875. Details adver- 
tised elsewhere in this issue. 


Reinga rf se 
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THE ROYAL ACADEMY 
OF ARTS 


Architecture in the Summer 
Exhibition 


HE Summer Exhibition in the Archi- 
tecture Room at Burlington House 
has frequently proved deceptive by first 
impressions. Sometimes a few out- 
standing exhibits, lavishly illustrated by 
capable draughtsmen, cast over the gallery 
an air of excitement and interest which 
on more careful scrutiny fails to maintain 
itself through the main body of the show. 
On other occasions a lack of exciting 
items seems to suggest a lower standard of 
achievement than the average quality of 
the exhibits deserves. A true appraise- 
ment of the vintage can be got only by 
careful and discriminate tasting. 

This year it is a strange display, rather 
short of outstanding work, and, on more 
detailed study, with few compensations. 
The first and final impressions are thus 
ones of deep disappointment. 


A STRIKING DRAWING 


The Hanging Committee has made use 
of the most outstanding exhibit as the 
focus of the display—the magnificent 
perspective of Mr. Basil Spence’s Coven- 
try Cathedral, which for the second year 
in succession steals the show. This 
striking drawing faces the entrance to the 
Gallery, and round it are grouped those 
drawings which, like the pieces of a 
mosaic, best support it in tone and con- 
trast, however incongruous the subjects 
may be in such a juxtaposition. It is all 
highly decorative, but one is tempted 
to wonder what this skilful piece of scene- 
setting signifies in relation to the talent 
and achievement of a year’s architecture ! 

It is inevitable that Mr. Spence’s 
great work should receive major attention, 
and, in terms of a single exhibit, a dis- 


nd 


Drawn by }. D. M. Harvey 
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Drawn by ¥. D. M. Harvey 


A HOLIDAY BUNGALOW AT FERRING-ON-SEA. OLIVER LAW, 
FRIBA, AND PARTNERS, ARCHITECTS 


proportionate amount of time. The per- 
spective, no. 1125, is supported by a 
beautiful line drawing showing the cathe- 
dral in longitudinal section, and both con- 
firm the verdict, which every disappointed 
competitor must have shared, that this 
was a worthy winner. Both of these 
drawings (shown in last week’s issue of 
The Builder) are convincing pieces of 
work, until they are considered together. 
The one is the technical build-up which 
should produce the other, and that is a 
natural conclusion which one cannot 
altogether feel. 


Surely the whole conception of the 
winning design was that this building 
should be not only an impressive work of 
art, which it bids fair to be, but a practical 
solution within which the sacramental and 
evangelical elements of the Anglican 





liturgy could function? One of the main 
characteristics of the plan was that its 
ample windows should direct ahead of the 
congregation a blaze of light directed 
towards the high altar. The sectional 
drawing suggests no departure from this 
intention (apart from the fact that the five 
vertical lights in each bay have been re- 
duced to four), and, when built in sucha 
form, the whole interior would, indeed, be 
filled with light, though none of its direct 
rays would shine into the eyes of the 
worshippers. 


Yet the perspective depicts a subdued 
atmosphere, most impressive and redolent 
of a deeply religious feeling ; it has the 
same atmosphere we find in a medieval 
cathedral with the light filtering through 
its massive stonework. Such an effect 
could not possibly happen within the 





CHURCH HALL AND PARSONAGE, ST. PAUL’S CRAY, KENT. ARTHUR BAILEY, FRIBA, ARCHITECT 
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Drawn by Lawrence Wright 
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PRINTING WORKS, LANGSTON ROAD, DEBDEN, ESSEX : INTERIOR. HOWARD ROBERTSON, ARA, PRIBA 





designed interior, except for an accidental 
moment or two at a summer sunset. 
And so, viewing this monumental per- 
spective, one is forced to wonder whether, 
in the full flood of light the generous 
windows are designed to throw, those 
slender columns will look so graceful and 
romantic, and whether the subdued facets 
of the vaulting surfaces will appear quite 
so interesting. . ¥ 
One wonders, in. fact, whether Mr. 
Spence has had second thoughts, and that 
the picture he had in his mind ,as he 
designed the shell has given him such 
misgivings as to incline him towards some 
other solution. One feels that either way 
he is a man to translate his facts in a fine 
way, but that he cannot translate them in 
the two ways he presents to us this year. 
There is probably time for some indecision, 
and he has already shown himself able 
and willing to modify the first effort 
which, eighteen months ago, so caught 
the imagination of architects of widely 
differing outlook and upbringing. 
To move from this exhibit is to court 





(Easton and Robertson), ARCHITECT 


anticlimax, and it is, perhaps, bad luck 
that Mr. Maufe’s St. Columba’s Church of 
Scotland (no. 1143) should occupy a 
flanking position of importance in the 
same exhibition. Mr. Maufe is incapable 
of designing a bad building, but this one 
is certainly not of his best, and, by 
comparison with Coventry, it is almost 
dull. It has certain noble proportions, 
but the intersections of arch with trape- 
zoidal ceiling is somewhat unhappy and 
disturbing. 


THE CORONATION ANNEXE 


An exhibit that will prove popular, 
and which can be more charitably judged 
because these others are designed for 
eternity while this one is designed for one 
day, is the Coronation Annexe at West- 
minster Abbey, the design of Mr. Eric 
Bedford (no. 1098). This is an admirable 
piece of work for its purpose, which strikes 
just the right note between the solemnity 
and gaiety of the occasion. Wisely, there 
has been no attempt to reproduce a sham 
medievalism matching up with the ancient 







Abbey, which towers up behind it, and 
there is no feeling of disrespect in this 
brave decision. Mr. Terry Pledge has 
produced a very beautiful drawing of the 
subject which does justice to the ancient 
pile and the charming architecture of the 
moment which steps for a few days before 
it. This exhibit deserves the interest 
which it will undoubtedly attract. 
Obviously used by the hanging com- 
mittee as further decorative centres of 
their composition are two War Ceme- 
taries by Mr. Hepworth, which take their 
graceful places almost as hardy annuals. 
Few would challenge their right to be 
there, either on grounds of architectural 
quality, or as works of the draughtsman’s 
art. Mr. Hepworth has remained faithful 
for 40 years to a fluent classicism, since 
those days when at the AA School he 
outstripped his contemporaries, and his 
style still holds its own to-day. His 
drawings also remain brilliant as records, 
and with a textural quality which is 
altogether delightful. The two examples 
this year are that at Bergen-op-Zoom 





Drawn by Lawrence Wright 
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(Easton and Robertson), ARCHITECT 
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(no. 1135) and that at Arnhem (no. 1153). 

Another exhibit of quality is that by 
Messrs. James and Bywaters illustrating 
Clapham-road Estate, Wandsworth (no. 
1106). This is an admirable piece of 
work. Great blocks of flats are not easy 
to dress without monotony or clumsiness, 
but these have both dignity and grace, 
and the absence of those clumsy brick 
balconies, looking like giant ash trays, 
which one has come to regard as an almost 
inevitable feature of the modern block of 
flats, is most relieving. These buildings, 
far from dwarfing the two-storeyed work 
composed with them, borrow a scale and 
harmony from them, and lend to them a 
proper place in a single composition. 
This sort of achievement can be made only 
by men of talent. Mr. Lawrence Wright’s 
perspective in colour is well worthy of the 
subject it depicts. 


DEVELOPMENT AT ST. PAUL’S 


There is something a little alarming 
about Messrs. Heal and Smith’s two devel- 
opment units for the precincts of St. 
Paul’s (nos. 1086 and 1155). Each of them 
is well designed and interesting in mass. 
Behind one mounts the great Dome 
beloved by Londoners, and indeed by all 
Englishmen, and behind the other the 
spire of Bow Church, one of those many 
foils to Wren’s major work. These new 
buildings bear little relation to either 
building, and each joins the upward creep 
of the skyline in this part of London, which 
threatens the scale of the great cathedral 
and the skyline which it dominated for 
two hundred and fifty years. There is 
no blame attaching to the architects, but 
a feeling of regret and uneasiness is 
inevitable. The two perspectives by 
Messrs. Cyril Farey and Adams are well 
up to the fine standard set by the senior 
partner of this firm for a generation past. 


It is very interesting to study Mr. 
Grahame-Thomson’s competition design 
for Coventry Cathedral, especially after 
the interval since entries were first com- 
pared and hastily appraised. This is 
a work of considerable merit, and it is 
one of the few which really attempted to 
compose a new cathedral with the ancient 
steeple—an attempt which it achieves 
with no small success. The planning 
round these buildings is also well con- 
ceived, although the author, like most 
competitors, will no doubt be among the 
first to admit that he was fairly and 
squarely beaten. 


OTHER EXHIBITS 


Mr. Marshall Sisson’s design for new 
buildings at Pembroke College, Cam- 
bridge (no. 1087) might be easily over- 
looked. Yet that very fact denotes its 
virtue, for on examination it shows itself 
to be well proportioned and _ sensitive 
architecture, which will live happily with 
the ancient buildings in which it is set 
and which do not resent its intrusion. 
Mr. Harvey’s perspective may have 
unfairly emphasised the older buildings. 
The same artist shows his versatility in a 
fine broad rendering of Messrs. Wornum 
and Playne’s scheme for Bicester Ordnance 
Depot (no. 1088). This has a nice fresh 
quality. 

Again, Mr. Harvey has rendered very 
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pleasingly a charming little group of Old 
People’s Dwellings at Penshurst, to the 
design of Mr. Arthur Bailey (no. 1093). 
This is a very. refreshing and attractive 
group of buildings on the timeless trad- 
itional lines. 

One feels that Mr. Lawrence Wright’s 
skilful and delightful draughtsmanship 
has done much to mask a general monotony 
which threatens Mr. Joseph Emberton’s 
very large housing and commercial de- 
velopment scheme at Finsbury (no. 1097). 
Messrs. Clifford Culpin and Partner 
show three interesting housing works, the 
first at Brixton (no. 1102), the second at 
Marylebone (no. 1112), where flats mount 
very pleasantly up a rising frontage, and 
the third (no. 1136) showing mixed 
development at Banstead which bears 
promise of some successful grouping. 


Mr. Lidbetter’s design for the New 
Friends’ Meeting House at Croydon 
(no. 1119) is pleasant and appropriate, and 
is nicely treated in Mr. Green’s sympa- 
thetic drawing. A gay little exhibit which 
may owe something to Mr. E. J. Thring’s 
skilful draughtsmanship is the Concert 
Stage at Battersea, by Messrs. Dalgliesh 
and Pullen (no. 1122). 


Mr. Bailey’s Baptist Church at Chats- 
worth (no. 1127) has some hint of the 
feeling of Coventry, but without quite 
that touch of genius. It seems a little 
exaggerated and might fall short in bricks 
and mortar from the interest which Mr. 
Harvey’s drawing applies to it. Mr. 
Graham Dawbarn’s design for the 'Teach- 
ing Hospital for the West Indies (no. 
1129) is a very convincing work which one 
feels is bound to be appropriate. 


A very modest little exhibit which should 
not be overlooked is a delightful aerial 
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perspective illustrating Mr. Crozier Cole’s 
small housing scheme of private houses 
at Fairfield Park, Bath (no. 1133). ‘This is 
extremely happy in conception and pre- 
sentation, and suggests a delightf 
of land for living upon. 


THE MODELS 


We generally look to the models to 
provide a special centre of interest to the 
exhibition. This year, however, the three 
shown are disappointing in subject and 
rendering. Mr. A. Gilbert Scott’s Church 
of SS. Mary and Joseph at Poplar is 
somewhat crude in rendering, and shows 
a massing which ought to be interesting 
but somehow fails to be so (no. 1160). 
West Hill Housing development, Wands- 
worth (no. 1170), by Sir Lancelot Keay 
seems to contain little to justify an elabor- 
ately contoured model, while no. 1171, 
the Colleges of Technology and Commerce 
by Messrs. Gollins, Melvin, Ward and 
Partners, is an assembly of glass difficult 
to place within any architectural standards, 
though it will doubtless have its adherents. 


So we complete the round of a disap- 
pointing exhibition, without touching 
upon every work of merit. We miss the 
private domestic work which must surely 
now assume a large proportion of current 
activity, but it may be that those who are 
carrying it out are too busy to prepare 
worthily for this important occasion. We 
miss also, though with heartfelt thankful- 
ness, the excessive “ padding out” with 
stained glass windows from which the 
display has so often suffered. 

We leave the Gallery with a feeling 
that this show can do little good, and little 
harm, to the cause of contemporary 
architecture. 


ul use 


G. MAaxweELt AYLWIN 





Drawn by Leonora Ison 


PRIVATE HOUSING SCHEME, FAIRFIELD PARK, BATH. 
ALAN CROZIER COLE, ARIBA, ARCHITECT 
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Drawn by FA Wright 
ST. COLUMBA, CHURCH OF SCOTLAND, PONT STREET, SW1. EDWARD MAUFE, RA, FRIBA, 
ARCHITECT 
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Drawn by E. A. Houfe 
TRINITY HOUSE, TOWER HILL, LONDON. A. E. RICHARDSON, RA, FRIBA, ARCHITECT 
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Drawn by J..D. M. Harvey 


PROPOSALS FOR ADDITIONS TO THE ROYAL BELFAST ACADEMICAL INSTITUTION. 
R. S. WILSHERE, FRIBA, ARCHITECT 
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Drawn by Frank A. Weemys 


WATLING HOUSE, CANNON STREET, EC4. HOWARD ROBERTSON, ARA, PRIBA (Easton and 
Robertson), ARCHITECT 


REBUILDING : SAILORS’ HOME 
AND RED ENSIGN’ CLUB, 
DOCK STREET, E:1. BRIAN 
O’RORKE, ARA, FRIBA, 
ARCHITECT 





Drawn by E. ¥. Thring 











THE BUILDER May 2 1953 


716 








bv 


Drawn by F. A. Evans 


DINES GREEN COUNTY PRIMARY SCHOOL, WORCESTER. A. B. WATERS, FRIBA, ARCHITECT 


Drawn by E. }. Thring 





CONCERT STAGE, BATTERSEA PARK. DALGLIESH AND PULLEN, FF.RIBA, ARCHITECTS 
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Drawn by Cyril Farey and Adams 


THE UNION BUILDING AND REFECTORY, NOTTINGHAM UNIVERSITY 
AND PARTNERS, ARCHITECTS 





Drawn by Cyril Farey and Adams 


CECIL HOWITT, FRIBA, 


ST. PAUL’S PRECINCT, REDEVELOPMENT UNIT No. 1 : CHEAPSIDE 





Drawn by Cyril Farey and Adams 


ST. PAUL’S PRECINCT, REDEVELOPMENT UNIT No. 1: NEW ROAD. 
SMITH, FF.RIBA, ARCHITECTS 
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Main entrance front. 


FACTORY AT BROAD LANE, BRACKNELL 
For Fluidrive Engineering Co., Ltd. 


Architects : 
> A FR oo oe A AMITPD HE first factory to be built in the New Town of 
a a. WERRIB) » BArch, ARIBA, AMTPI, Bracknell in Berkshire, has been constructed for 
Chief Architect, Bracknell Development Corporation the Fluidrive Engineering Co., Ltd., of Heston and 
Isleworth, and has been designed by the Development 
A. M. MITCHELL, ARIBA (Senior Architect) Corporation’s Chief Architect. The factory occupies 
D. H. RAMSBOTTOM. ARIBA a site of 10 acres, which has been leased by the company 
; : from the Development Corporation for a term of 
99 years. The factory is planned to cover a floor 
Builders : space of 240,000 sq. ft., employing between 400 and 
Jj. LAING & SON, LTD. 500 persons, and to this end is being built in three 
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Detail of main entrance. 
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stages, the first of which, covering 68,360 sq. ft. of 
floor space, has been completed. 

A welded steel-framed construction has been adopted 
for the main production area and the absence of struts 
and tie beams to the north light trusses, resulting from 
this method, gives a neat and unobstructed appearance 
which is particularly noticeable. The north lights are 
double glazed, and together with the combined asbestos 
sheeting to the roof, which consists of a double thick- 
ness of asbestos, ensures that heat losses are kept to 


View from the 
approach road. 


the minimum. The enclosing walls are freestanding, 
and are not attached to the steel frame in any way, and 
in consequence have been constructed in 134 in. thick 
brickwork. The floor slab is in in-sttu concrete, 
and special bases for the heavy type of machinery used 
were incorporated during construction. 

The ancillary accommodation, provided by means of 
a single-storey structure adjoining the east wall of 
the factory, is at present being used for temporary 
office accommodation, pending the commencement 
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View showing entrances 
to the assembly area. 


of the main office block and further factory extension 
in the next phase. The construction is in 11 in. 
cavity wall brickwork with an in-situ concrete roof 
supported on RSJs encased in concrete. Half-inch 
thick insulation board has been placed on the underside 
of the ceiling slab and the roof finished with screeding 
and three-ply bituminous felt. 

All brickwork is in a hand-made multi-coloured 
brick laid in Flemish bond. The entrance decors 
to the temporary offices are in polished mahogany. 
Light blue tiled panels adjoin this doorway on each 
side, and the feature is completed by a wall of light 


cream faience enclosed by a 3 in. wide concrete 








surround. Following is a list of sub-contractors and 


suppliers :— 

Steelwork, C. and S. Construction Co., Ltd.; heating, Hopes 
Heating and Engineering, Ltd.; electrical installation, City Electrical 
Co., Ltd. ; facing bricks, Sussex and Dorking United Brick Cos., Ltd. ; 
semi-engineering bricks, Uxbridge Flint Brick Co., Ltd.; patent 
glazing, C. and S. Construction Co., Ltd.; roof sheeting, Turner 
Asbestos Co., Ltd.; plumbing, J. H. Shouksmith and Son, Ltd. ; 
painting, C. and T. Painters, Ltd. ; sanitary fittings, Rownson, Drew 
and Clydesdale, Ltd. ; metal windows, Crittall Manufacturing Co., Ltd 

Thermoplastic tile flooring, (accotile), Korkoid Decorative Floors; 
gates, Bolton Gates, Ltd.; metal railings, Clark, Hunt and Co., Ltd 
tiling and faience, Carter and Sons (London), Ltd. ; ironmongery, 
Lockerbie and Wilkinson (Birmingham); paint, Leyland Paint and 
Varnish Co., Ltd.; chain link fencing, Fencing (Shepperton), Ltd. ; 
concrete lamp-standards, Concrete Utilities, Ltd.; street lighting 
lanterns, General Electric Co., Ltd. ; electric light fittings, Troughton 
and Young, Ltd., MEM Switchgear, English Electric, Crabtree Switches; 
lightning conductor, W. J. Furse and Co., Ltd. ; signs, ‘‘ Lundsigns ”’ ; 
and landscape gardeners, Waterer, Sons, and Crisp Co., Ltd. 


FACTORY AT 
BROAD LANE, BRACKNELL 


An interior view. 
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The Modular Society 


TECHNICAL SUB-COMMITTEE’S REPORT DISCUSSED 
AT SECOND PUBLIC MEETING 


PPHE second public meeting of the 
Modular Society was held at the Royal 
Society of Arts on April 9, with Mr. Alfred 
Cc. Bossom, MP, FRIBA, in the chair. The 
meeting was mainly devoted to considera- 
tion of the statement issued by the Tech- 
nical Sub-committee asking for constructive 
comments, criticism and ideas, and the dis- 
cussion which followed. 

The statement was gone through by Mr. 
Mark HARTLAND THOMAS, OBE, MA, 
FRIBA, MSIA, who said the object of the 
statement was to focus discussion and make 
progress by reaching some agreement on 
the lines the Society should take in its main 
subject matter. Written or verbal contribu- 
tions should relate to the propositions and 
questions in the statement, completion of 
the questionnaire would also be helpful. 

Mr. Hartland Thomas then read over the 
statement and made comments as follows :— 


(A) Propositions 

1. Modular co-ordination is concerned 
with all kinds of building and all methods 
of construction. 

Some 15 replies to the questionnaire had 
been returned, and his comments would also 
bear on the views indicated by these. The 
point had been made that item 1 should refer 
to new building, with which he would agree. 
The main point of the item was that the 
society was not concerned only with light- 
and-dry building methods, but also with wet- 
and-heavy techniques; and that it was hoped 
to define a system that would be useful and 
applicable to all kinds of building compo- 
nents, not several systems differently 
adopted for several different kinds of com- 
ponents. That would be only to reinforce 
present conditions of unco-ordinated stan- 
dardisation. 


2. The modular system shall be a rect- 
angular three-dimensional frame of refer- 
ence, 

That proposition was so put, and would be 
expanded later, to emphasise that the society 
should not seek to lay down any system of 
architectural design, but was concerned with 
the sizing of components only. He did not 
think anyone would require a system other 
than rectangular, Therefore, the emphasis 
lay upon “ three-dimensional,” emphasising 
that the society was not concerned, as some 
previous systems had been, with dimensions 
on plan only because, of course, many 
building components, for example, wall- 
board, could be used vertically or hori- 
zontally. 

3. The modular frame shall be related to 
human scale at two orders of magnitude, 
viz., the hand-span and the arms-span, or 
shoulder-width plus tolerance. 

One member had supplied a better term— 


clbow-room” module, for the larger 
dimension. Another called this proposition 
romantic,” with which Mr. Hartland 


ihomas said he disagreed. He would submit 
that human scale was fundamental both to 
‘he making of buildings and their compo- 
ents, and to the use of them. Even where 
ouildings were constructed in large sections 
-rane-hoisted, human scale was important in 
regard to occupancy. 


‘4 


4. The larger (or “ arms-span”) dimen- 


sions shall be determined by 
multiples of the smaller, 

A minority of opinion evidenced by 
questionnaires returned suggested the 
opposite concept, that the larger module be 
sub-divided to make the smaller. He him- 
self had held that view, but had been 
convinced by what Mr. Samuely and Mr. 
Balmain had said at the last meeting, par- 
ticularly the point made by Mr. Samuely 
that if a larger module were established 
and subdivided to produce the smaller 
dimensions there was no control] over the 
divisor, so that several different small 
modules might appear. Nonetheless both 
concepts were important, and must be con- 
sidered. 


5. The smaller is referred to as the basic 
module and is the smailest increment in 
size that is recognised in the modular system. 

This concept was very important: but, 
as was shown later, if the modular system 
only recognised the basic module as the 
smallest increment there would undoubtedly 
be intermediate sizes which would have to 
be handled in relation to the size of the 
modular mesh. 


6. The larger are referred to as preferred 
dimensions, meaning that certain multiples 
of the basic module are underscored to 
encourage further simplification of larger 
components, such as panels. 

The concept of the elbow-room dimen- 
sion was very important; it should be 
maintained (but not made the basic module, 
which should be small—hand-span), although 
it should comprise more than one multiple 
of the basic module. The system should 
embrace a group of preferred dimensions 
found practical by progressive study, classi- 
fication and. refinement in the art of 
applying a modular system. Thus preferred 
dimensions would emerge in practice, and 
that method of ascertaining them would 
probably be the most solid and permanent. 
It would not be desirable to lay down too 
much too precisely in the early stages. 


7. The basic module shall be 4 in. If NO, 
what dimensions? 

The majority of questionnaires returned 
so far showed in favour of that module. 
One member wrote “ Work it out.” If he 
meant measure all existing standard and 
customary sizes and find the highest 
common factor, the answer was that had 
already been proved a failure. He thought 
the approach should be that 4 in. should be 
adopted by the Society as the basic module 
unless a compelling reason against it were 
proved, because it had already been widely 
adopted elsewhere. In Britain much work 
had been done in sizes that were multiples 
of 4 in.—elbow-room modujes—and abroad 
much development had been effected on the 
basis of 4 in., in America, or 10 cm. where 
the metric system was used. If Britain 
adopted a markedly divergent module arith- 
metically incompatible with development 
elsewhere, there must be very sound 
reasons for doing so. 

8. Preferred dimensions for width of 
components are centred about 3 ft. 4 in. and 
include 2 ft. 8in., 3 ft., 3ft. 4in. and 4 ft., 
and other modular multiples. If NO, what 
dimensions? 

The same comments as applied to item 6 


simple 
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applied here, except that, at the present early 
stage, in addition to existing modular com- 
ponents already available, any articles 
properly referenced to any multiple of the 
basic module should be admitted to any 
classification made. Consequently the con- 
cept of a preferred dimension was a pious 
hope rather than a rigid law, an expression 
of the intention always to work towards 
simplification, if that could be achieved to 
the convenience of all concerned. 


9. Preferred dimensions for the height of 
components are 2 ft. and mutiples of 2 ft. 
and multiples of the preferred widths. If 
NO, what dimensions? 

The same comments as above also 
applied to item 9. It seemed likely that for 
both width and height there would also 
emerge a group of preferred dimensions of 
a higher order of magnitude, above elbow- 
room size and up to room width and length. 
Perhaps also above single height sizes, viz. 
two-storey sizes. These should, however, be 
allowed to emerge from practice, not be 
defined immediately. 


10. This frame of reference shall be used 
for the sizing of components, but no rules 
will be laid down by the Society for the use 
of plaaning grids or other devices in design. 


This was an extremely important propo- 
sition because the Society was concerned 
primarily with whole building components 
as they arrived on the job to be assembled 
together into the building, That was the 
major interest of the Society, and any 
system propounded should be aimed at the 
convenient sizing of such whole compo- 
nents so that they fitted together and into 
the building economically, That informa- 
tion should be received from manufacturers 
and classified, then presented to designers 
(architects, engineers and others interested) 
as a tool. How the information was used 
by them was the business of the designers 
according to their needs and skill. That did 
not mean the Society was disinterested in the 
proper use of a planning grid—in such 
questions as whether a planning grid of 
elbow-room dimension should lie to one side 
or the other of the partition or in its centre 
—and similarly in the vertical plane. Some 
meetings might wel] consist of hearing from 
skilful practitioners how they used the 
information supplied by the Society. The 
Society should limit itself to writing the 
grammar of the art of modular co-ordina- 
tion and composing the dictionary, which 
would be a classification of components 
that conformed to it, but should leave the 
writing of the book to others. 


11. Finished thicknesses of walls, parti- 
tions and floors should be 4 in., 8 in., 12 in., 
16 in., 20 in., etc. 


That proposition followed from the size 
of the basic module if it was applied to the 
determination of thicknesses. 

12. Partition-units of intermediate thick- 
ness (e.g., 2 in. or 6 in. finished thickness) 
will be listed as partially modular if they 
conform to the modular frame in their 
dimensions on face only and completely 
modular if filler-pieces are provided to 
bring the four edges of a partition up to the 
nearest modular thickness (e.g. 2 in. + 
2 in. = 4in., or 6 in. + 2 in. = 8 in), 

The example of a partition was ps 
not so good as a window frame. 
the basic module might be 4 in. the frame 
would probably not be 4 in. thick, and yet 
in its overall dimensions might well be con- 
veniently modular in a two dimensional 
plane. It would be absurd to refuse to recog- 
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nise such components in a modular system, 
though strictly speaking they were not com- 
pletely modular in three dimensions unless 
combined or provided with (perhaps by an 
associated manufacturer) modular linings to 
the window reveal. That might be too fine 
a point at the present stage of development, 
but the committee felt it was necessary to 
draw attention to the question of thicknesses. 


13. The modular frame of reference for 
the dimensions of components shall be 
assumed to lie on the finished surface, in- 
ternal and external, of walls, floors, roofs 
and other complete members, such as free- 
standing columns; and also in the centre of 
the gap (whether left open or filled with a 
jointing material or masked by a cover strip 
or otherwise treated) between one _ whole 
component as built in and the next one to it. 

That proposition was made because the 


Society was concerned to make it easy for. 


components to fit together, and was, there- 
fore, interested in finished surfaces. In a 
room the size of interest for the fitting of 
panels, doors or windows was the net size 
between the two opposite walls. The same 
comment applied to the discussion of wall 
and floor thicknesses. 


14. Within the overall dimensions of a 


component, provided that these dimensions, 


are properly related to the modular frame, 
the internal subdivisions may be non-modu- 
lar and yet the whole component be listed as 
modular, e.g., the subdivision of the panes 
of a window. 

The Society was not concerned until there 
was a whole component to build in to a 
building; for example, the window manu- 
facturer would not be asked to build up his 
windows in 4-in. increments, but only that 
the final overall size should be properly re- 
lated, with due regard to all tolerances, to 
the modular system. Within the overall size 
the window could be anything, even cur- 
vilinear stained glass, but still be easy to 
fit into the building. 

15. Components that are capable of being 
so completed in other trades that the finished 
construction holds to a modular dimension 
shall be listed as modular, besides those that 





THE BUILDER 





are manufactured complete to modular over- 
all dimensions, for example, partition blocks, 
to be finished by plastering or stanchion to 
be cased in concrete. Similarly for re-usable 
formwork for concrete. 

It would be unreasonable and unfair to 
exclude from the modular classification 
manufactures that were capable of entering 
into modular co-ordination but were not in 
fact presenting modular finished surfaces. 


16. The modular frame does not pre- 
scribe the angles of sloping elements, such 
as roof pitches and the balustrades of stair- 
cases. Such elements will be listed as parti- 
ally modular in so far as the vertical and 
horizontal overall dimensions conform to 
the frame and completely modular if addi- 
tional components have been provided with 
the sloping elements to complete a construc- 
tion to vertical and horizontal planes in con- 
formity with the modular frame. 

It had been considered unnecessary to 
standardise roof pitches, though the wartime 
German system did so; but rather to suggest 
to the ready-made roofing manufacturer that 
he come down to a horizontal plane, where 
other things would meet his construction. 
Similarly for staircases. 


17. .All components (including materials 
and equipment) capable of being influenced 
in their net dimensions by the modular sys- 
tem will be admitted into a classified list of 
modular components. 

The inclusion of the word “ equipment ” 
hinted that one day the Society’s work would 
be very important to the equipment manu- 
facturer, though for the moment attention 
was focused upon components and materials. 


B. Questions 


1. Does the system proposed give suffi- 
cient simplification? 

‘“* Simplification ” was used in the indus- 
trial sense of reducing the number of kinds 
of things made. 


2. Does it provide sufficient opportunity 
for good proportions in architecture? 

One member’s reply had been “ irrelevant.” 
Mr. Hartland Thomas said he was ‘inclined 








BRIGHTON “ B” 
POWER STATION 


It was on November 25, 1947, 
that the first reinforced concrete 
pile was driven for the founda- 
tions of the new power station 
at Southwick, known officially 


as Brighton “BB” Power 
Station. At that time, prior 
to the electricity industry 


being nationalised, work was 
being carried out under the 
auspices of Brighton Corpora- 
tion. The general design of 
this new station was drawn up 
by the Brighton Corporation 
acting in conjunction with the 
Central Electricity Board 
(after April, 1948, with ,the 
British Electricity Authority), 
and the consulting engineers, 
L. G. Mouchel and Partners, 
Ltd., for the general civil 
engineering and building work, 
and Sir William Halcrow and 
Partners, MICE, for the circu- 
lating water system and 
harbour works. The archi- 
tectural features were designed 
by F. H. Somerset, FRIBA, 
consulting architect, and ap- 
proved by the Royal Fine Art 
Commission. 
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to agree; but the words had been carefully 
selected—note “opportunity.” A modular 
system should, of ‘course, not presume t 
provide good architectural proportion auto. 
matically; but at the same time care shoul 
be taken to avoid producing a system tha 
made it impossible to achieve good propo. 
tion. 

3. Would such a modular system be usefy| 
to you in your work? 


4. Could it reduce the cost of building? 


Discussion 

The CHAIRMAN thanked Mr. Hartland 
Thomas and said his comments must haye 
given everyone present something to tal 
about; those present could advise the Society 
what their experience had shown to fk 
justified and make recommendations tg 
improve the general plans proposed. 

Mr. E. GOLDFINGER, LRIBA, asked if the 
four questions referred to a modular system 
of 4 in. 


Mr. HARTLAND THOMaS replied that they 
applied to all the foregoing statement; byt 
if any part of the statement was agreed 
except for the 4 in. module, that should be 
noted on the questionnaire. 

Mr. PETER GARDINER, AMIStructE, said 
manufacturers had frequently said a modular 
system would be a very good idea—provided 
it agreed with their own sizes, products or 
systems, but pointed out that adoption of 
anything else would cause enormous expense, 
since jigs, tools, etc., would have to bk 
altered. He felt that the Modular Society 
and development of modular co-ordination 
might be jeopardised if members thought 
there would be a tug-of-war between the 
protagonists of different dimensions. 

Mr. FEeLix J. SaMuety, AMICE, said 
whilst he agreed generally with the ques 
tionnaire proposals, some points were not 
quite clear. Item 7: Was it the majority 
decision which would decide the size of the 
module, or would the sum of all the answers 
be divided by the number of returns and 
the mean figure be adopted? Should not 
practical considerations be weighed? 

Brick manufacturers existed; they were 
the only group who had properly stan 
dardised products, and should not bk 
ignored. Provided they could comply with 
4 in., then that size might be correct, but 
a majority decision disregarding them should 
not be made. 

_He did not see why horizontal and vertical 
dimensions should be the same. Four inches 
might be a reasonable module horizontally, 
but was large as a vertical module; the 
majority of architects worked with a 3 in. 
vertical module because of brick dimensions. 

Mr. P. A. DENISON said a solution might 
be to distinguish in classification between 
materials which could and which could not 
be cut. That might eliminate the fear that 
the modular conception might impose too 
great a limitation and too much restriction 
on the ideas of those undertaking overall 
design. This might apply particularly to 
ceilings and ceiling components. 

Mr. A. L. OsBorne, FRIBA, said he had 
been working on modular designs for two 
firms for some years; one was timber frame, 
the other cast concrete block, which was 
supposed to be laid without mortar, being 
dead accurate and requiring no _ jointing 
material. In both cases plant available i0 
the client’s yard and such considerations 
as the most economical timber had to b& 
remembered. The most easily obtainable 
wood at the cheapest price which would 
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hold up under the machine was 3 in. by 
14 in, 3 in. by 1 in, ete., which, when 
handled, came out at 2} in., so that became 
the basic module. The requirement to 
produce the largest number of bits of wood 
of the same shape, size and dimension took 
precedence over a grid plan. So all uprights, 
styles for example, were required to be 
mortised and tenoned at the same places, 
cut and stop at the same places. This pro- 
duced a queer series of problems, to which 
the solution was a 4 ft. 14 in. grid on which 
were placed 23 in. thick panels, giving 2} in. 
stanchions at every intersection of panels, 
this square hole providing a filler for the 
stanchions. This was found to take the 
required weight dead, and that, though 
economic, further reduction would break 
the timber. The panels were always 23 in. 
thick internally or externally, with the pro- 
viso that external planning should be based 
on a panel 6 in. thick overall, though it 
had the same frame. That worked out 
because of the continuity of the system, as 
for the stanchions, right to the end of the 
building. That experience made it difficult 
to maintain that the overall size and thick- 
ness of panels must necessarily be modular. 


Another question was the number and 
types of panels to be stored, the number 


- of times they had to be handled, that they 


were to be clad in different ways and at 
different places, and have doors, windows, 
etc., fitted into them. It was required that 
the number of panels stored and the number 
of stanchion varieties be kept to the 
minimum. 


With the concrete blocks the problems 
were unfortunately more difficult and no 
satisfactory solution had yet been found. It 
looked as if the module would be 8} in. 


In both cases the practical modules that 
had emerged were rather footling sizes; 
8} in. was the minimum required by the 
by-laws for bearing area. 


Need for Caution 


Mr. C. C. HANDISYDE, ARIBA, Said he 
feared his opinion might be thought reac- 
tionary and be unpopular. He was entirely in 
favour of the Society and its objects, but had 
become frightened when attempting to 
answer the questionnaire — justifiably, he 
thought. In making comments on the ques- 
tionnaire Mr. Hartland Thomas had not 
honestly used it as a basis for discussion, 
but had gone halfway to convincing himself 


' that the questionnaire was going to produce 


the answer to the problem, on the evidence 
of some.15 replies! There had been sufficient 
discussion to show there was genuine interest 
in a modular system, but there was uncer- 
tainty as to what module or what system 
was required. Much more investigation was 
needed before a decision was made. He 
understood other organisations, particularly 
the British Standards Institution, were in- 
Vestigating modules and modular systems. 
It would be a mistake if the Society an- 
nounced a module and then found itself 
competing with another sponsored by some 
other responsible body. He would like to 
know definitely whether the British Standards 
Institution were studying these problems, and 
if so whether the Society were in communi- 
cation with them-on the subject. 


Mr. Bruce MartTIN, ARIBA, said he 
agreed in thinking the Society was trying to 
Progress too fast. Discussion had shown 
the tremendous diversity of the dimensional 
Problem and evidence that dimensions were 
determined by an immense variety of causes. 
Loads determined dimensions; e.g., area was 
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determined by load Dimensions again were 
determined by the Board of Trade, by rules 
and regulations in the uses of materials, and 
by the materials themselves—clay could not 
reasonably be. made an inch thick, nor ply- 
wood 4 in. thick. Materials already deter- 
mined dimensions to some degree, but the 
ideal objective was to facilitate simple and 
economical assembly of many things. 

Mr. P. W. McIver, ARIBA, said there 
appeared to be a fundamental conflict be- 
tween designers and manufacturers, also 
between the theoretical and the practical 
designers. Manufacturers were concerned 
with security and production runs, and would 
happily adopt any module guaranteed per- 
manent. Designers were concerned with 
flexibility. 

Mr, W. A. BALMAIN, BSc, ARIC, said the 
Society’s concern was to attempt to provide 
a set of ordinary building components that 
could be easily put together; not to try to 
solve every building problem within the orbit 
of a modular dimension. 


Stock Sizes 


Mr. E. G. ELTON said in planning pro- 
duction the objective was either a production 
run as commonly understood, or stock 
sizes. If the client could buy in substantial 
quantities it was not ordinarily difficult to 
plan economic production for him. But 
normally one was more concerned with 
bread-and-butter business coming in daily. 
He thought if modular dimensions were 
adopted, and also if panel sizes of certain 
kinds came to be known as stock sizes, lower 
prices could be quoted for these stock-size 
panels than for “specials "—such reduced 
costs being one objective of the Society. To 
enable architects and designers to buy cer- 
tain sizes cheaper was not dictating design; 
special sizes could still be made. To be 
severely practical the Society should seek 
to establish certain standard sizes on which 
production for stock could be concentrated, 
whilst special sizes would continue to be 
produced when required. 


In connection with the heights suggested 
in item 9 of the statement, whilst a window 
sill might conveniently be at 24 in., heights 
should be according to need, up to 48 in. If 
cladding was supplied for use between a sill 
and window head below it, the 2-ft. module 
was of no practical significance. Four in. 
was excellent except for height, for which it 
was too large; 3 in. would be better for 
height and 4 in. for other dimension. 


Mr. G. GRENFELL BAINES, ARIBA, said 
most people would agree the object of cheap- 
ening building was one which should engage 
the attention of the Society, and making 
bigger building components would be one 
way of reducing costs. If the activities of 
the Society resulted in certain standard 
dimensions being adopted for various compo- 
nents, architects would use them in order to 
produce cheaper buildings. Those engaged 
in large-scale ‘buildings using large-scale 
components had noticed a habit of creeping 
in these, which threw out calculations and 
dimensions. The amount of creep varied 
with the materials, components and method 
of jointing. Consequently to help industry 
and designers, standards of tolerances must 
be given simultaneously with standards for 
sizes of components, and manufacturers 
should be encouraged to state them. 

Mr. P. A. DENISON said he had come to 
the meeting to try to decide whether regular 
attendance was warranted. It was no use 
to them to attend meetings once a month 
to hear only general views; he thought the 
time had been reached when meetings should 
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consider particular aspects of building, and 
the subject matter for each be announced 
beforehand; for example, if the subject were 
plumbing he would not himself attend, but 
if it were some aspect of walls and partitions, 
then he might be able to contribute. 

Mr. C. Barr, ARIBA, said he was pleased 
his fears of a head-on collision between those 
wanting a basic module of 3 or 4 in. and 
those wanting 3 ft. 4 in. had not material- 
ised. The Bailey Committee report had 
favoured 3 ft. as a module for housing; but 
he had not seen produced sufficient evidence 
in its favour to convince him it was the 
most desirable. The British Standards Insti- 
tution report finally recommended 3 ft. 4 in. 
almost as a matter of opinion, without any 
considerable body of factual evidence for 
doing so. If it were not known that a 4-in. 
module was in use in America and on the 
Continent most Britishers, if they had to 
select a module, would turn to some multiple 
of brick dimension, because many products 
had already been associated with brick sizes. 
Adoption of. 4 in. as a basic module would 
be almost arbitrary; decisions must be 
worked to gradually, and required a long 
period of study and an accumulation of 
practical experience of the use of a variety 
of modules around the 3-ft. or 4-in. dimen- 
sion. Two aspects should be considered: the 
effect of changes of co-ordination on the 
bulk of components produced—bricks, baths, 
wall board, etc.—and the effect of modular 
planning on prefabricated components in 
conjunction with bricks and other materials. 
The evidence and experience of a period, 
say two years, should be accumulated and 
sifted before a final conclusion on the basic 
module was arrived at. 
Limits of Standardisation 

Mr. Ove Arup said he would like to 
support those speakers who were worried. 
He had joined the Society because he 
realised the existence of a problem of dimen- 
sional co-ordination, which was becoming 
increasingly serious as building in factories 
increased and large units had to be 
assembled. Deciding upon a 3- or 4-jn. 
module did not solve that problem, and he 
would like to know what it did solve. It 
did not tell manufacturers what sizes they 
must make their products: that had been 
borne out by previous speakers. A 3-ft. 4-in. 
module did not mean the same dimension 
applied to wall board: that size could not 
be decided until jointing methods and toler- 
ances were defined. Parts could not be 
designed without designing the whole, and 
the whole could not be standardised. He 
had read Bemis’ book (the American A.62 
Project) which tried to tie up a module for 
windows, bricks, etc. All led to very clumsy 
details, other unattractive things, and a great 
deal of wasted timber, etc. It was not 
possible to design by having a three-dimen- 


sional grid related, say, to extruded 
aluminium, brickwork and timber; the 
different systems did not go _ together. 


Colossal joints could be made, but were 
not practical nor elegant, and produced 
neither good design nor detail. To adopt a 
4-in. module at this stage without further 
study of details, as a speaker had cited in 
relation to timber frames, was undesirable. 
It was not in fact so important to relate that 
timber to the brickwork: that did not matter 
in practice. It was dangerous to lay down 
a rule that every partition should be 4, 8 or 
12 in. He hated the idea of standardising 
reinforced concrete columns or beams: that 
would kill design. For prefabrication certain 
dimensions must be decided to meet special 
problems. Certain internal construction 
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units were worked out by one design team 
for large-scale production; or, if dealing with 
kitchen cabinets and wall finishes, the inside 
‘must be standardised. But wall and door 
thicknesses and concrete columns and beams 
could not be standardised, especially in view 
‘of costing: it would kill the one advantage 
of concrete being flexible, and be economic- 
ally bad to have to stick to certain dimen- 
sions. There were many difficulties to be 
thrashed out; paper voting signified nothing 
because the practical application of modules 
was not understood. He understood the 
underlying intention, but it seemed to him 
naive to suppose that if there were a grid 
into which everything fitted, then dozens of 
dimensions could be fitted together—that 
would not work in practice. For example, 
children’s standard bricks and meccano 
were each to a module, but the two systems 
could not be fitted together; neither was that 
necessary — a meccano roof could be 
mounted on brick walls perfectly satisfac- 
torily. He thought it dangerous for the sake 
of an idea to make a lot of kimitations on 
design and make it also more difficult and 
expensive to do things that were sensible 
and, or, beautiful. 

Where a problem of dimensional co-ordi- 
nation existed it must be stated, and which 
parts needed to be correlated must be deter- 
mined, also what their junctions were, and 
what were the problems and the sizes of 
the different manufacturers’ products, and 
how they were related. All these things 
must be known before a module could be 
fixed; in fact there must be a number of 
different systems—for houses with steel 
frames, for various kinds of cladding, which 
cladding was appropriate to which steel 
frame. Internally in certain spheres standard- 
isation could be achieved by manufacturers 
co-operating; standard wall panels could be 
used in many different buildings. But that 
type of dimensional co-ordination had many 
problems, and he could not understand any 
proposal to declare a 4-in. module at present. 


Summing Up 

Mr. HARTLAND THOMAS, in the course of 
his summing up, appealed to those present 
to contribute by returning the questionnaire, 
which had been put out as a cockshy. It 
had purposely been oversimplified and pro- 
vocatively detailed. If all members had 
answered “yes” to all the propositions, 
nobody would have been more embarrassed 
than the committee. Undaunted by the 
warnings given by some speakers, he thought 
_a consensus of opinion would show a suffici- 
ent measure of agreement to permit progress; 
.and many members must think so, too, or 
they would not have joined the Society. 


The CHAIRMAN said the questionnaire had 


certainly served its purpose in focusing :dis- 


cussion upon practical issues. If the Society 
could find an answer to the problems under 
‘consideration by the collection of informa- 
tion and discussion, it would be able to make 
a tremendously important contribution to 
the building.industry of the country. It was 
not wedded to any measurement in particu- 
‘lar, but to finding an agreed answer; that 
would be an invaluable contribution to the 
problems of the community as a whole. 
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THE BUILDER 


RISING COST OF NEW 
TOWNS 


£25m. Increase in Estimates 


PRE accounting officers of the Ministry of 

Housing and Local Government and 
the Department of Health for Scotland, in 
a foreword to the accounts of the New 
Towns for 1951-52, published on April 30 
(Stationery Office, 9s.), report an _ esti- 
mated increase of £25m. in the total 
Exchequer liability for the cost of New 
Towns. 


In a foreword to the 1950-51 accounts it 
was estimated that the potential Exchequer 
commitments for corporations so far estab- 
lished under the Act would be from £225m. 
to £250m. In the present report it is esti- 
mated that the figure will range from £250m. 
to £275m. By the time this aggregate 
expenditure had been incurred, repayment 
of advances to corporations might have 
amounted to £20m. 


The main reason for the increase, states 
the report, is a rise in the estimated popu- 
lation to be provided with housing by the 
development corporations in England and 
Wales and to a general increase in costs. 
Actual expenditure falling to be met from 
the Consolidated Fund, and consequently 
the repayments by corporations, would be 
subject to wide variation according to the 
share of the work undertaken by the local 
authorities and private developers which 
might in turn depend on changing national 
circumstances. 


Recent experience suggested that corpora- 
tions might undertake more industrial de- 
velopment than was previously thought 


likely, in which case the total liability to be . 


met from the Consolidated Fund would be 
greater than in the estimates, unless there 
were reductions in expenditure by the cor- 
porations on other forms of development. 
Housing and main services accounted for 
90 per cent. of the estimated expenditure 
by the corporations. Part of the balance of 
10 per cent. would be taken up by the 
provision of industrial and commercial 
buildings. 

SiR FRANK TRIBE, the Comptroller and 
Auditor General, in his report which accom- 
panies the accounts, states that at March 31, 
1952, the total capital values of land, build- 
ings and main services in 11 New Towns 
which had been established for three years or 
more was £24,079,681. In these New Towns 
4,518 new dwellings had been built at that 
date and 6,514 were under construction. The 
total capital expenditure of the corporations 
was then £27,013,260. 


NOTTS, DERBY AND LINCOLN 
SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTS 


Annual Meeting 


AT THE ANNUAL MEETING in Nottingham of 
the Nottingham, Derby and Lincoln Society 
of Architects Mr. F. H. Crossley, County 
Architect for Derbyshire, was elected Presi- 
dent. Vice-presidents elected were, Mr. W. 
Caparne Baldry, for Nottingham; Mr. E. H. 
Ashburner, for Derby; Mr. S. F. Barrell, for 
Lincoln, and Mr. J. F. Pye, for North Lincs, 
which has been added to the society’s terri- 
tory. Mr. R. Spencer was elected honorary 
librarian, and Mr. Baldry, honorary secre- 
tary. 

The present membership of the society is 
581. 
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CENTRAL LAND BOARD 


Assignment of Claims for “oss 
of Development 


(THE Town and Country Planning Bil}, 

1952, has now reached its coacluding 
stages in Parliament. The Central Lang 
Board states that it contains provisions affect- 
ing the assignment of claims for loss of 
development value under Section 58 of the 
Town and Country Planning Act, 1947. The 
Bill provides that (a) certain assignments 
require the approval of the Central Lang 
Board in order to be effective; and (b) othe; 
assignments should be notified to the Centra] 
Land Board within certain specified periods, 
and if not so notified require the approva] 
of the Central Land Board in order to be 
effective. 

Under the 1947 Act and regulations made 
thereunder, assignments made before Novem- 
ber 18, 1952, had to be notified by December 
31, 1952. The period for notification is pow 
to be extended up to the end of one month 
from the passing of the Bill. It appears 
that a number of these assignments, made 
before the introduction of the Bill, have not 
in fact been notified to the Board. It js 
important, in the interests of those concerned, 
that-they should now be notified without 
delay. If not so notified before the due 
date they will require the Board’s approval. 

Assignments made on or after November 
18, 1952, fall into two categories, those which 
require the Board’s approval and those which 
require to be notified only. 

If an assignment— 

(a) Only operates to transfer the benefi- 
cial interest in a claim made in respect 
of an interest in land to the person 
beneficially, entitled to that interest in that 
land or to some interest in which that 
interest merges by virtue of the same 
instrument or as part of the same trans- 
action or has already merged; or 

(b) Does not operate to transfer any 
beneficial interest in the claim, it does not 
require the Board’s approval, if notified 
to the Central Land Board not later than 
one month after the passing of the Bill 
or the making of the assignment whichever 
be the later. If not notified in time it 
will require the Board’s approval. 

All other assignments made on or after 
November 18, 1952, will require the Board’s 
approval in order to be effective. In par- 
ticular it should be noted that any assign- 
ment which is made on or after November 
18, 1952, and which affects only part of a 
claim, is to require the Board’s approval. 

Persons who have already given notice to 
the Board of assignments or have applied for 
the Board’s approval of assignments made on 
or after November 18, 1952, and have 
received an acknowledgment from the 
Board, do not need to send a fresh notice 
or application. The Board will write to 
them as soon as possible after the Bill is 
passed. 





FUTURE OF INDUSTRY 


The publication of a special number of 
“The Director,” entitled “The Next 10 
Years in British Industry,” marks the 50th 
anniversary of the foundation ot the Institute 
of Directors. 

The president, Major-General Sir Edward 
L.. Spears, KBE, CB, MC, has written a fore- 
word, and thirty-four different industries are 
covered in this publication, including archi- 
tecture, building, design, furniture, iron and 
steel, and plastics. 
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THE BUILDER 


Architectural Teachers’ Conference 
LONDON GROUP’S FIFTH MEETING 


THE FIFTH MEETING of the London 
Group of the Architectural Teachers’ Con- 
ference was held at the Royal Institute of 
British Architects on April 25. Two papers, 
the focus of which was on architects’ train- 
ing, were read by Mr. H. A. Ackland, OBE, 
FRICS, chairman of the Quantity Surveyors’ 
Education Sub-Committee of the RICS, and 
Mr. D. E. Woodbine Parish, past-president 


of the LMBA. The chair was taken by 
Professor A. E. Richardson, RA, MA, 
FSA, FRIBA. 


The Architect and Quantity Surveyor 
as Good Relations 


HE education of the potential architect 
was a matter of considerable interest 
and concern to the quantity surveyor, said 
Mr. H. A. ACKLAND, OBE, FRICS, 
AlStructE, when he presented a paper to 
the conference, entitled “The Architect and 
Quantity Surveyor as Good Relations.” 

“We would not presume to tell your pro- 
fession how it should conduct the education 
of its candidates,” he said, “ but we can 
(and with the most sincere desire to assist 
your labours) tell you what the practising 
quantity surveyor wants to find in the 
make-up’ of his architectural friends. We 
appreciate that the creative artist has 
neither a great deal of time nor the inclina- 
tion to concern himself with mundane 
matters such as timber permits, licences and 
the written confirmation of orders, but a 
more general attention to the latter alone 
would add materially to the expectation of 
life of the quantity surveyor.” 

Mr. Ackland said he did not pretend to 
know the curricula of all the various schools 
of architecture, but from those he had been 
able to examine, however, he was unable 
to discern a very marked emphasis on the 
office and practice side of the work. 

We take the following extracts from his 
subsequent remarks: 

Having had the privilege of working with 
some eminent architects, I am fully appre- 
ciative of their need for a vast grounding 
in design, appreciation of form, order of 
architecture, history, and even town and 
country planning; but in these times, and 
much as we may deprecate it, cost and 
telative values will always rear their ugly 
heads. The architect, therefore, must also 
have good training in the contract and 
administrative aspects of his work, and it 
appears to me that a few short lectures, 
too often too late in the student’s career, 
are no answer to his problems. Recent 
correspondence and discussion have led to 
further consideration of part-education in 
the school and part-education in the office. 
As a surveyor I cannot say to you that 
the sandwich type of course must be a 
better thing for the architectural student. In 
our profession we insist that, in addition to 
the educational training, the candidate for 
the Final Examination must have had at 
least two years in a proper office. As an 
employer I can say that the young surveyor 
who has had part of his training in a school 
and part in the hard world of a busy office 
Is better fitted both from the professional 
angle and from his eventual commercial 
value than the man who has spent the whole 
of his time in the school. One suggestion 
I would like to make is that we should, bv 
some svstem or other, arrange for the young 


architects and young surveyors to spend 
some time in actual training together as a 
preliminary to their divergence up the paths 
of their joint professions. 


Administrative Side of Training 


Returning to the question of the adminis- 
trative side of an architect’s training, it 
would appear that too often is it forgotten 
that the architect is the man who operates 
and administers the contract. He is, or 
rather should be, the only one who can give 
orders under the contract. He has to inter- 
pret its conditions, to see that the regulations 
are complied with and to direct the opera- 
tions from start to finish although he does 
not execute them. The education of the 
architect must be directed at some stage 
into the channels which will enable him 
with facility to issue his orders with clarity 


-and take steps to ensure their execution. It 


may be of interest to note that in the new 
syllabus adopted for the future examina- 
tions of the Royal Institution of Chartered 
Surveyors we have what is a new subject 
called “Professional Practice and Pro- 
cedure.” A good deal of importance is 
going to be attached to this paper, as we 
have found that the young quantity surveyor 
could, and does, finish his training on occa- 
sion without any clear idea of the elementary 
rules of professional practice, office routine 
and the like. I would suggest that if your 
curricula do not already cover this they 
might well be extended to do so. 

As regards the working drawings, and I 
suppose these are those of most interest to 
the surveyor, may I suggest that the well- 
trained quantity surveyor does not require 
much from his architect beyond a clear 
indication of the scope and construction of 
the work. He has much more interest in 
cross-sections through construction than he 
has in ornament. He is far more concerned 
with the thicknesses and structure of brick- 
work, concrete and the like than he is in 
the methods of fixing items of decoration. 
Full-size details have their merits, but at 
least in the production of the bills they 
are not. of so great a use to the surveyor. 
If the architect can supply reasonably clear, 
but not too detailed, schedules of his finish- 
ings, doors, windows, etc., he can save 
himself much time in answering queries and 
in detailing his specification, which brings 
me to the whole question of specifications 
and who shall supply them. 


Is a Specification Needed? 


There is a movement afoot to re-establish 
the specification as @ contract document. 
This raises an old bone of contention and 
again concerns our respective functions, for 
who should write the specification? We are 
all aware that in the past (and in most 
cases) it was written by the quantity sur- 
veyor, and that more often than not it was 
a re-hash of the descriptions in the bills 
with locations added. But is such a docu- 
ment really wanted in these days of British 
Standards of quality and application of 
materials, for the bulk of description is now 
rightly taken care of in the bills? The prime 
reason for the bill of quantities is still what 
it has always been, i.e., to enable the con- 
tractor’s estimator to arrive at his tender- 
offer with accuracy and speed, and to do 
this he wants the information ready to hand 
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and preferably in one document. Therefore 
I think that all we need in the early stages 
of the project is a skeleton description of 
the materials and the vitally necessary 
schedules of such things as finishing, doors 
and windows. While the work is in progress, 
these schedules are all that is required in 
addition to the bills, plus any other clauses 
having particular reference to order and 
location. And who is better able to prepare 
these than the surveyor who took the quanti- 
ties? We should cease telling the contractor 
how to mix concrete or the best method 
of laying one brick upon another. He has 
this knowledge already; if not, then his name 
should not be on the list of invitations to 
tender. I do not like the practice of pro- 
viding a general specification in addition 
to the bills as well as a particular specifica- 
tion to the job. I would suggest, therefore, 
that the architect’s training in the writing 
of specifications might well be confined to 
the outline description of what is in his 
mind and the effect he wants to obtain, 
leaving the surveyor with his bills of quanti- 
ties and other notes to amplify this. 


To conclude, I must state that the increas- 
ing co-operation being shown between your 
profession and my own gives me great 
hope. We are approaching a far better 
understanding of what is required on our 
parts in bringing the building industry to 
a better and more efficient state after the 
setbacks which it has suffered. There will 
be no lack of willingness on the part of 
the surveyors to assist this good work. 


The Architect’s Position in the 
Building Team 

PPHE importance of clearly defining and 

understanding the collective and inter- 
related individual responsibilities of the 
several sections comprising the industry was 
emphasised by Mr. D. E. WoopBINE PARISH, 
FIOB, when he spoke on the subject of “ The 
Architect’s Position as a Member of the 
Building Team,” in the afternoon. 

He stressed that the good will and mutual 
confidence upon which the whole well-being 
of the industry rested was dependent, in a 
very large measure, upon the standard of 
integrity, quality of leadership, and practical 
ability of the architect, who was unquestion- 
ably the titular head of the building team. 
It appeared to him as important that archi- 
tectural education should be broad-based and 
liberal and be directed towards the develop- 
ment of character, coupled with a high 
degree of self-discipline and human under- 
standing of the wide range of responsibilities 
to be undertaken. 

The architectural student should learn at 
an early stage to appreciate the social, 
economic and craft evolution of the industry 
so that he could follow the best traditions 
and proven practices of bygone days, particu- 
larly in the use of materials and forms of 
construction. 

He should learn to blend these traditional 
practices with current technical develop- 
ments and the new technologies which were 
being evolved. 

Mr. Parish made reference to the need for 
young architects to be taught the funda- 
mental importance of economics in planning 
and design from the point of view of both 
the material and labour costs involved, as 
well as the profound need for close budgetary 
control in all building work. 

So often variations, amendments and 
additional work were introduced during the 
progress of a contract without due regard 
being given to their effect upon the ultimate 
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cost of a project, and everyone knew the 
inevitable problems and interminable delays 
in the settlement of final accounts that arose 
as a result of poor and incompetent cost 
control. He continued by saying that archi- 
tects could do much to improve building 
productivity and reduce current costs by 
developing a far greater sense of urgency 
and anticipation in their direction and con- 
duct of work. A wider and detailed know- 
ledge of contract conditions and procedure 
and a realisation of the enormous advan- 
tages to be gained from advanced planning 
and careful production programming with 
the builder prior to the actual commence- 
ment of work on the site would assuredly 
lead to greater all-round efficiency and the 
elimination of wasted effort and materials. 
This, however, would only be fully achieved 
when the dual functions of planning and 
design on the one hand and the organisation 
and management of assembly on the other 
were once again closely integrated in the 
building industry. In the seventeenth and 
eighteenth centuries design and execution 
were complementary functions, and as a 
result the architect and master craftsman had 
jointly produced many graceful buildings 
which were among the finest in the country 
today. 


Mr. Parish concluded by saying that those 
who chose architecture as a career were 
pursuing a very high and honoured calling. 
So much of our heritage and tradition were 
bound up in the nation’s buildings and those 
whose duty it was to pass on the accumula- 
ted knowledge and experience of the past to 
the up-and-coming architect had a great 
responsibility and, in consequence, their 
influence upon future standards was of the 
greatest significance. 


OBITUARY 


Alfred H. Hart, FRIBA 


WE REGRET to announce the death which 
took place recently of Mr. Alfred Henry 
Hart, FRIBA. He was 87. Mr. Hart joined 
the AA in 1882 and was the oldest continu- 
ously subscribing member. He was hon. 
secretary of the Association from 1895-96 
and vice-president from 1897-98. 


Among the buildings which he designed 
were Trafalgar House, Charing Cross; Park- 
side Mansions, Albert Gate; Royal Colonial 
Institute (remodelling); Norwood Technical 
Institute (remodelling); Messrs. Willing’s 
chief offices, Kings Cross; Clapham 
Maternity Hospital; school buildings at 
Brighton, Swanage, etc. 


He was also responsible for additions to 
Cuddesdon College, Oxford, and for numer- 
ous houses in various parts of the country. 
(Several of the above buildings were carried 
out in partnership with Mr. Leslie Water- 
house, MA, FRIBA.) 


C. G. S. Swanson 


WE REGRET to record the death, which 
occurred last week at his home at Bickley, 
Kent, of Mr. Clarence George Sinclair 
Swanson, formerly surveyor to the Middle 
Temple. He was 72. In the first world war 
he was responsible for the construction of 
Martlesham Heath and Bircham Newton 
Aerodromes, and he built the Bickley Park 
estate, Kent, in the period between the wars. 
During the 30 years that he was surveyor to 
the Middle Temple he was responsible for 
the repair and maintenance of all the build- 
ings there. He retired from this post in 
May, 1952. 


THE BUILDER 


TOWN PLANNING 
DECISIONS 


Proposed Extraction of Gravel from 
Site near Chichester 
AN 


appeal by Messrs. Hall and Co., Ltd.., 

against conditions imposed by ihe 
Chichester RDC, acting on behalf of the 
West Sussex CC, concerning the working of 
gravel on a site of about 100 acres of agri- 
cultural land immediately east of Chichester, 
was the subject of a recent inquiry before 
an inspector appointed by the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government. 

The appellants contended that permission 
should be given for the whole of the site 
to be worked so that they could be assured 
of future reserves and could plan their work- 
ings effectively. They considered that the 
wider margins and islands suggested by the 
rural district council, and the battering of 
the banks to a slope of 30 degrees, were 
unnecessary. 

No objection was raised by the council 
to the working of the area west of Coach- 
road, subject to the carrying out of satis- 
factory landscape treatment. They con- 
sidered that gravel land to the south should 
be worked out before the more valuable 
agricultural land east of Coach-road. The 
County Development Plan did not schedule 
land east of Coach-road for gravel working, 
but had allocated sufficient land elsewhere 
for 20 years’ working. The council therefore 
considered that consent for any land near 
Chichester outside that allocation would be 
premature. The opinion was also expressed 
on ‘behalf of the council that the upper 
terrace workings at Eartham and Slindon 
should ‘be encouraged in order to save more 
valuable agricultural land at Chichester. 

In announcing his decision, the Minister 
states that he is of the opinion that the 
land which the appellants own west of 
Coach-road provide them with a reasonably 
large working area, and he considers that 
it would be premature to grant permission 
now for the land east of Coach-road. Con- 
sideration of the question of long-term 
reserves would be given by him when reach- 
ing his decision on the County Development 
Plan now before him. Differences between 
the appellants and the local planning 
authority regarding after-treatment were not 
so great as to be incapable of settlement by 
agreement. He did not consider that 
irregular banks and suitably sloped faces 
to the lagoons created by the workings must 
necessarily be achieved at the cost of sterilis- 
ing large quantities of gravel. Surface soil 
and overburden removed during operations, 
amounting to nearly 200,000 cubic yards, 
might .well achieve the desired effect by 
transferring it to the excavated faces of the 
pits. Legislation already existing required 
the fencing of dangerous quarries adjacent 
to roads and places of public resort, and 
the Minister did not consider a planning 
condition should be imposed to cover the 
question. 


Oxford Advertisement Sites : 
. Minister’s Decision 

IN FIVE CASES OUT OF SIX, decisions of 
the Oxford City Town Planning Committee 
to refuse permission for the development 
of proposed advertisement sites in the city 
have been upheld by the Minister of Hous- 
ing and Local Government. The committee 
refused permission because they were of the 
opinion that the amenities of the neighbour- 
hoods concerned would be injured by the 
display of advertisements. 

The appeals dismissed by the Minister 


Ca 
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related to sites in Littlehay-road, Charles. 
street, Magdalen-road,  Hurst-street anq 
Cowley-road. In the case of the appea| 
concerning the flank wall of No. 38, Hert. 
ford-street, however, the Minister has 
granted consent for the display of an adver. 
tisement for a period of three years. 


EXPORTABLE TOWNS 


* Britain Can Build for the World” 


RITAIN’S leading place in the markets 

for prefabricated buildings for export 

was referred to by the Minister of Works, 

Mr. Davip Eccies, MP, speaking on May | 
at the British Industries Fair, Earls Court. 

Since the war (said Mr. Eccles) one of 
the world’s most urgent demands had been 
for new buildings of ali kinds. Here in 
Britain we knew a great deal about our 
generation’s crying need for more and better 
homes; Mr. Macmillan, the Minister of 
Housing, and he were on the way to conquer 
that shortage. But we should not forget 
that the rest of the world was also desperately 
short of houses, especially the new countries 
which were able to grow the kind of food 
we needed and would be glad to take pay- 
ment in prefabricated homes for their people, 

“This exhibition of houses for export 
shows,” the Minister continued, “ what 
Britain can do to meet the international 
demand for a good home, with a good 
kitchen and good plumbing, at a reasonable 
price and all ready for the family to step 
into a few months after the order is placed. 
The furniture of high quality and the attrac- 
tive decorations are part and parcel of the 
completed building and add very much to 
its appeal. 

“You will see if you look round that 
we export many other buildings beside 
houses. Here are examples of schools and 
hospitals with complete equipment which are 
just what are needed in the thrusting, growing 
territories of Australia, Africa, Middle East 
and America. It looks to me as if. this 
type of equipped building has a very great 
future in international trade.” 

Britain had gone ahead of all other coun- 
tries in the export of prefabricated buildings, 
added Mr. Eccles. In 1952 we passed our 
Continental competitors, and Britain was 
now the world’s leading exporter of pre- 
fabricated buildings. In 1949 we earned 
£80,000; in 1950, £23 million; in 1951, 
£54 million; and in 1952, £7 million; and 
the curve was still rising in 1953. Incident- 
ally, in 1952 the United Kingdom sent build- 
ings to over 50 different countries. 

*“We have achieved this success,” said the 
Minister, “ because our manufacturers study 
the local conditions of their customers: the 
climate—is it cold or hot? Does it snow 
in winter or burn in summer, or maybe 
it does both? And are there insects to 
contend with? Above all, what sort of living 
conditions are traditional in the country? 
Our manufacturers are sure that their young 
industry has got through its teething troubles 
and now has the experience to build the 
right kind of house from the Arctic to the 
Equator.” 





Liverpool Street Lighting Experiment 

So successful have been Liverpool 
Corporation’s electric lighting committees 
experiments with street bracket, lamps fixed 
to walls that it has been decided to spend 
a considerable sum on an extension of this 
scheme. The Committee is to improve the 
lighting of a number of dimly-lighted streets 
in the city centre at a cost of about £3,000. 








may 8 


Ta 
H 
number 
with 21, 
In the 
53,609 i 
Detai 


Pes 
Local aut 
Private bi 
Housing 
Governm 
War dest 
rebui 

(1) Lo 
(2) Un 





—— 
—— 





Local au 
Private b 
Housing 
Govern 
War des 
rebu 

(1) Lo 
(2) Ur 








* Cmd 
* Cmd 
{In Sc 


A pr 
the cor 
figure « 


ME 


said d 
Counc 
May 1 

Sinc 
the ho 
I wan 
me: | 
operat 
There 
we ha 

In | 
house: 
previo 
first q 
are ve 
the fi 
Last y 
was 5 
If we 
in the 
quarte 

Per! 


1953 


harles- 
and 
appeal 
Hert- 

r has 
adver- 


S 


ld” 


arkets 
~Xport 
Vorks, 
May | 
urt, 

ne of 
been 
Te in 
t our 
better 
er of 
nquer 
forget 
Tately 
ntries 
food 
pay: 
eople, 
Xport 
‘ what 
tional 
good 
nable 
) Step 
laced. 
ttrac- 
f the 
ch to 


that 
eside 
; and 
h are 
ywing 
East 
this 
great 


Soun- 
lings, 
1 our 

was 

pre- 
umed 
1951, 

and 
dent- 
uild- 


d the 
study 
: the 
snow 
aybe 
is to 
living 
atry? 
oung 
ubles 
| the 
) the 


pool 
ttee’s 
fixed 
pend 
* this 
> the 
reets 
5,000. 








THE BUILDER 


HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT 
Figures for the First Quarter of 1953 


HE Housing Progress Reports presented to Parliament as White Papers* by the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government and the Secretary of State for Scotland show that the 
number of permanent houses completed in Great Britain during March was 28,729 compared 


with 21,754 in March, 1952. 


In the first three months of 1953, 69,431 permanent houses were completed compared with 


53,609 in the same period of 1952. 
Detailed figures at the end of March were :— 


PERMANENT HOUSES AND FLATS COMPLETED 




















_ = 
GREAT BRITAIN ENGLAND AND WALES 
Post-war Post-war Completions 
total to Completions | Completions total to Completions in 1953 
March 31, in in 1953 to March 31, in March, to 
1953 March, 1953 | March 31 1953 1953 March 31 
Local authoritiest 1,046,060 23,163 55,295 905,825 19,876 46,943 
Private builders 190,859 4,232 10,866 181,885 3,983 10,317 
Housing associations 10,576 452 780 9,826 323 651 
Government departments ... 33,440 598 2,129 30,638 568 1,999 
War destroyed houses 
rebuilt— 
(1) Local authorities 9,357 4 5 8,567 4 5 
(2) Under licence ... 35,410 280 356 35,029 280 356 
Total ... 1,325,702 28,729 69,431 1,171,770 25,034 60,271 























PERMANENT HOUSES AND FLATS UNDER CONSTRUCTION 




















GREAT BRITAIN ENGLAND AND WALES 

Under Under Under Under Under Under 

construction | construction | construction | construction | construction | construction 

at at at at at at 

March 31, |December 31,| September30,| March 31, | December 31,| September30, 
1953 1952 1952 1953 1952 1952 
Local authorities 232,022 226,976 225,696 195,686 190,496 187,163 
Private builders 45,470 38,579 36,374 43,137 36,139 33,632 
Housing associations 6,702 3,843 2,339 6,557 3,690 2,263 
Government departments ... 9,082 10,078 10,854 8,019 8,898 9,601 

War destroyed houses 
rebuilt— 

(1) Local authorities ai 72 58 89 72 58 89 
(2) Under licence ... 732 724 708 670 662 638 
Total ... 294,080 280,258 276,060 254,141 239,943 233,386 

















*Cmd. 8823 Housing Return for England and Wales. 


H.M. Stationery Office, price 1s. 3d. 


* Cmd, 8824 Housing Return for Scotland. H.M. Stationery Office, price 1s. 
t{In Scotland includes houses built or being built by Scottish Special Housing Association. 


HOUSING LABOUR FORCE 
A provisional estimate shows that at the end of March there were 290,500 men employed on 


the construction of permanent houses and preparation of housing sites in Great Britain. 


This 


figure does not include the number of men directly employed by local authorities. 


Mr. Macmillan’s Statement 


R. HAROLD MACMILLAN, Minister 
of Housing and Local Government, 
said during a visit to the London County 
_ Avery Hill Estate, Woolwich. on 

ay 1: 

Since I took office I have tried to make 
the housing drive a kind of national crusade. 
I want to thank all those who have helped 
me: local authorities, master builders and 
operatives. They have done a fine job. 
There is a great deal more to be done. But 
we have made a good start. 

In 1952 we completed just under 240,000 
houses. That was some 45,000 above the 
Previous year. Now we have finished the 
first quarter of 1953. Here again the figures 
are very encouraging. Houses completed in 
the first three months of 1953 are 69,431. 

year in the first three months the figure 
was 53,609. In 1951 the figure was 43,891. 
If we take round figures, that means 44,000 
in the first quarter of 1951, 53,000 in the first 
quarter of 1952, 69,000 in this quarter. 

Perhaps it is worth noting that March was 


a record month. In this month nearly 
29,000 permanent houses were built, as 
against nearly 22,000 in March last year. 
This is the highest total for any month since 
the war. 

There is one further figure that I want to 
give, for it is of great importance. I think 
there has been some misunderstanding (I do 
not say misrepresentation) of our policy as 
between houses to let and houses to sell. 
We want both, and so do the British people. 
A lot of people, perhaps the majority, want 
houses to let. But others want houses to 
buy from their weekly savings, or in other 
ways. This is a free country; let them have 
a free choice. But while we have encouraged 
the policy of free enterprise and private 
building, partly by relaxation of control and 
still more by the abolition of a hateful tax 
called the development charge, we have not 
done this at the expense of houses for letting. 

When I took. office I promised that we 
would build more houses for letting as well 
as build houses for sale. In 1952 we built 
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33,000 more houses to let than in 1951, and 
11,000 more to sell. That seems fair 
enough. 

In the first three months of 1953 we have 
built 10,000 more houses to let than in the 
same period last year, and nearly 20,000 
more to let than in the first quarter of 1951. 
The houses to sell in the same period have 
risen by some 5,000 over 1952, and by nearly 
7,000 over 1951. 


The Future Outlook 


You may ask, what about the future? for 
that is the test. What about the houses now 
building? These are the figures. We have 
247,000 houses for letting now under con- 
struction, that is, 40,000 more than this time 
last year, and 64,000 more than in 1951. 
Those are houses for letting. With regard to 
houses for sale, we have 46,000 under con- 
struction, 22,000 more than last year, and 
27,000 more than the year before. I think 
I can claim that I have kept my promise, 
which was “More to rent; more to buy; 
more for everybody.” 

I must utter a warning for the future. 
we are making great progress. All our 
figures have risen—houses finished, houses 
building, houses starting, houses planned for. 
But of course housing is no different from 
any other business, except that it’s more diffi- 
cult than factory production, because it is 
so dispersed and involves such complicated 
problems of transport and distribution. If 
you have a factory working below capacity, 
you,can by effort and energy raise it to full 
capacity. But when you have got there you 
must be content to run along at that level 
or else build a new factory. And so it is 
with building. We are just about to reach 
the maximum rate of building which we can 
hope for with our present resources. 

We have had wonderful assistance from 
the building materials industry. Masters 
and men have done a splendid job—in 
bricks, cement, tiles and all the rest. 

1 think that at this moment we have 
ground for sober optimism, and for great 
and humble gratitude to those men and 
women up and down the country who have 
put themselves behind the housing drive in 
a spirit of national devotion. 


STUDENTS’ PRACTICAL TASK 
Birmingham Scheme 


A Group of 42 dwellings to be built 
shortly at Clopton-road, Garretts Green, 
have been designed by students of Birming- 
ham College of Art and Crafts in co-opera- 
tion with the City Architect’s Department. 
The dwellings will be one, two and three 
storeys high, and will include old people’s 
bungalows, three-bedroomed flats and houses 
and two-bedroomed flats. By their variety 
they will give the students ample opportunity 
to gain insight into technical problems. “ This 
is a very attractive scheme,” Mr. A. G. 
Sheppard Fidler, FRIBA, the City Architect. 
said. 

The students have been concerned with 
both the layout of the group—which will 
‘be arranged around a cul-de-sac—and the 
design of the dwellings. The two- and three- 
bedroom houses will have a living-room and 
dining kitchen, and the flats and bungalows 
a living-room and working kitchen. They 
will be of traditional construction. 

The dwellings have been designed in 
accordance with the requirements of the 
Ministry of Housing and Local Government 
and the City Architect’s Department, and 
throughout economy in the use of materials 
and labour has been given consideration. 
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THE BUILDER 


Sociology and Town Planning 
PROFESSOR SIMEY’S ADDRESS AT THE TOWN PLANNING INSTITUTE 


PEAKING at a meeting of the Town 
Planning Institute in London on April 
9, on “The Contribution of the Sociologist 
to Town Planning,” PROFESSOR T. S. SIMEY, 
MA, said that it was hardly necessary for 
him to stress the interest that sociologists and 
town planners should have in each other’s 
work. The pioneers of 50 years ago, un- 
derstood this very well; so well, in fact that 
there seemed to be signs at one time that 
the work of the planner in our society 
would emerge as time went on as an applica- 
tion of the science of urban sociology. 

In matters of social life, the speaker went 
on, there was little justification for a con- 
tinued belief that if things were left to work 
out for themselves, all would come out right 
in the end. Planning, in one sense or 
another, was forced on us. Modern tech- 
nology had not only resulted in the dis- 
organisation of our daily lives, however, it 
also provided us with an opportunity to 
create better conditions of living. It was for 
the social scientist to come to the aid of the 
administrator and demonstrate how this 
could be done. 

“It is hard for the planner or adminis- 
trator to avoid criticism as a petty dictator,” 
said Professor Simey. “Try as he will, it is 
equally hard for him to escape the appear- 
ance of posing as a Master Mind who knows 
what is good for other people better than 
they do themselves. In so far as this is 
allowed to become a reality as well as an 
appearance, the very foundations of the 
democratic state are undermined, and its 
objectives frustrated. 

“Once more we find ourselves confronted 
with the problems of value and of action, 
and here again science has proved a poor 
guide,” he continued. ‘‘ The social scientist 
at large, and the sociologist in particular, 
has achieved a somewhat unenviable reputa- 
tion for avoiding critical issues of this kind.” 

The fundamental issue with which we were 
confronted on all sides arose out of a con- 
flict between two objectives. On the one 
hand, there was the technical efficiency which 
was secured by providing the expert with the 
resources and the authority he needed to do 
what he considered best; on the other, there 
was the more elusive objective of the general 
welfare, secured by associating the citizen 
in every way possible with the daily business 
of attending to his wants, and deciding on 
the goals to be attained in doing so. “ The 
stability of our society will largely depend 
on the extent to which this conflict can be 
resolved. If peace cannot be established on 
this front there can be little hope for the 
future of ‘ Western’ civilisation as we know 
it to-day,” he declared. 


“ Operational Research ” 


He did not believe that we would ever 
solve any of these problems by unaided 
effort on the part of either social scientist or 
administrator. The idea of “ operational 
research ” was the only one which appealed 
to him to offer a possible line of advance. 

Continuing, Professor Simey referred to 
the “ very important practical difficulties ” 
which stood in the way of collaboration be- 
tween planners and sociologists. Still more 
important, however, was the lack of any 
really effective demand for social research 
from planning authorities. ’ 

“The crux of the matter appears to lie 
in the recognition by planning authorities of 


the need for commissioning or undertaking 
social research on a much more adequate 
scale,” he said. “I am. confident that once 
it becomes apparent that authorities have 
schemes of this kind in mind, and that the 
good intentions of planners in regard to the 
social aspects of the problems with which 
they deal are being translated into hard-and- 
fast programmes for the execution of re- 
search projects, my social science colleagues 
will look again at the work of planners from 
a new and perhaps a somewhat more respon- 
sible angle . . To be anything at all, the 
sociologist must be right in on the plan at 
all stages. You planners must now ask 
yourselves whether you really want us, and 
we must ask ourselves whether we are re- 
sponsible people with something really worth 
while to contribute to the planning team. 
An indecisive answer to either of these ques- 
tions will make it impossible to bridge the 
gulf between planner and sociologist, per- 
haps irrevocably, and each side will then tend 
to go its own way along separate paths.” 


Discussion 


PROFESSOR J. S. ALLEN, FRIBA, Durham, 
said Professor Simey had challenged the 
members. Were they, as a_ profession, 
making the utmost use of the advice which 
other professions could give them? He won- 
dered whether it was not the result of their 
own system of education. Was it not that 
the twentieth century had failed to correct 
the mistakes of the nineteenth as regards 
education—and, perhaps, sociology—in 
setting about dividing human beings into 
people quite different from each other ? The 
human being had tended to disappear under 
the titles of “ architect,” “ doctor,” ** sociolo- 
gist’ and so on. 

It was a great tragedy that so many 
decades after Geddes we were still talking 
about the “basic professions” in the study 
of planning—the engineer, the architect, the 
lawyer, the geographer, the sociologist—when 
we surely should have reached the stage of 
recognising that they needed the aid of the 
whole world to enable them to plan. 
Planners could not ignore the advice of any- 
one who could give them advice. 

The sociologist in this country, said Pro- 
fessor Allen, had many disadvantages, the 
main one being that the public was inclined 
to look upon the social sciences as some kind 
of American disease. Sociology was sus- 
pect from the beginning and therefore before 
the skill of himself and his colleagues was 
to be used to the fullest possible extent the 
sociologist must to some degree bring down 
that suspicion, which was held even in the 
very highest quarters. 

The main problem with which the paper 
was concerned, said Mr. Max Lock, FRIBA, 
was that of trying to bring about the 
marriage between the administrator and the 
bureaucrat on the one hand and the explor- 
atory and experimental minds, such as Pro- 
fessor Simey, on the other. The sociologist 
was exploratory in mind and sociology must 
be—and was, as he had found in the surveys 
he had made—an essentially liquid element, 
whereas the architect-planner’s work was 
plastic: he moulded together the various 
elements he found in the plan. The planner 
then handed over the result to the adminis- 
trator for him to solidify it. 

In the surveys he and his team had done 
in West Hartlepool and Middlesbrough they 
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would not have had as good a plan if the 
had not had the sociologist on the spot : 
stop them from disrupting the traftic TOUtes 
and to show them what was the rea! idea 9 
a neighbourhood. 

He regretted that under the 1947 Act the 
small towns or boroughs of, say, 30,000 to 
40,000 inhabitants had been deprived of their 
planning powers. He had found that in a 
town of that size you could get most valuable 
results in co-operation between the planner 
and the people. Perhaps over-centralisation 
was one of the reasons why we did not get 
into planning the human relationships we 
would like to have. 


PROFESSOR P. Forp (Southampton) drew 
a comparison, based on his own experience 
between sociological studies in the United 
States and this country, and contended that 
we had not had the urgent social problems 
with which the Americans had been cop. 
fronted. As regards social surveys for Plan- 
ning, part of the cause of the split between 
the planner and the sociologist was due to 
the town planning officer, but it began in 
the chain of political responsibility. 


Mr. F. RowsoTuaM said that despite what 
had been uttered that evening all the positive 
contributions to town planning in the past 
30 to 40 years had come from the basic pro- 
fessions, yet we were now informed that 
the - sociologist should be approached for 
guidance. He asked Professor Simey what 
the worker really thought of his journey 
to work; how the sociologist would carry out 
the business of house property management; 
and what steps should be taken to enable 
the decentralised population of Greater 
London to start afresh in new and expanded 
towns and to become active members of the 
community. 


Mr. P. W..MACFARLANE asked where the 
planner was to proceed when he knew from 
a survey that, for instance, one-third of the 
dwellings in a town were over-occupied, one- 
third under-occupied and one-third well- 
occupied. Was the implication of Professor 
Simey’s remarks on this matter that we 
should have a grand shuffle-round of families 
in order to get the rather nice mathematical 
pattern of housing occupation which was 
thought desirable? It might be possible with 
rented property, but he did not see how you 
could sort out the population where the 
houses were owner-occupied. 


Reply to Discussion 


Replying to the discussion, PROFESSOR 
SIMEY said he could not agree that our social 
problems were not so urgent here as in 
America. He advocated more research into 
the causes of these problems, juvenile delin- 
quency for instance. British citizens must 
ask themselves why we as a nation were s° 
resistant to such research. 

We were beginning to learn the limitations 
of the modern techniques of inquiry into 
social habits and problems. We must in the 
future do our best to behave like 
sophisticated individuals—and write the kind 
of English sophisticated individuals wert 
expected to write. 

With regard to the journey to work, he 
would like to see one or two well-organised 
schemes of research; for instance, one on 
the experiments which had been going on 
with the New Towns, another in the older 
towns, how the people lived and the. effect 
of the character of the design. These schemes 
should try to look into the lives of an urban 
community and try to demonstrate that these 
were individual lives of their own, and show 
the kind of quality there was in urban life, 
comparing one town with another, 
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ADOPTION OF NEW 
BUILDING METHODS 


30,000th “ Easiform ” House Opened 


A CALL to the building industry to adopt 
% new methods was made by Mr. ERNEST 
MarPLes, Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Housing and Local Government, 
guring a visit to the Wood Farm Housing 
Fstate, Oxford, on May 1. Mr. Marples 


“re the building industry must press for- 
ward ceaselessly and relentlessly with new 
methods. The house building section, in 
articular, must make a determined effort 
to find new forms of construction to offset 
rising costs. These ‘new tradition’ houses I 
am opening to-day are in the right direc- 
tion. They save skilled labour and reduce 
the time ‘for building by one and a half 
months. The maintenance costs are reason- 
able, the appearance of the house attractive 
and the walls retain heat and resist cold to 
, greater extent than the traditional brick. 

“But with a great deal of slum clearance 
to do and half a century’s work ahead we 
need these new tradition houses in addition 
to traditional brick, and not in substitution 
for them. They must compete with each 
other and may the best system win.” 

In the course of his visit Mr. Marples 
opened the 30,000th post-war “Easiform ” 
new tradition house to be built in this 
country by John Laing and Son, Ltd. 

Mr. Marples assured operatives working 
on the Wood Farm Estate that they need 
have no fear of working themselves out of 
a job through a shortage of building mate- 
tials. It was more possible, he said, if the 
new forms of building were not made use of, 


' that they would price themselves out of work. 


At a luncheon held at the Forum Restau- 
rant, Oxford, to commemorate the opening 


of the 30,000th house, Mr. J. W. Lana, 


CBE, referred to the development of the 
“Easiform” house since the end of the 
first world war. During the present year 
about 7,000 dwellings of this type would be 
erected, he said, and next year it was ex- 
pected that that number would be exceeded. 
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FORESTRY 
COMMISSIONERS’ REPORT 


A Record Year’s Planting 


THE THIRTY-THIRD ANNUAL REPORT of the 
Forestry Commissioners, published on 
April 29 (Stationery Office, 3s.), covers the 
Forest Year ended September 30 last. 


The year’s planting was a record. This, 
says the report, amounted to 61,632 acres and 
exceeded the area planted in the previous 
year by almost 4,500 acres. Of the total 
planting, 18,055 acres were in England, 
30,978 in Scotland and 12,599 in Wales. 

The total planting on bare land amounted 
to 39,656 acres (England 9,508, Scotland 
20,704, Wales 9,444), and 21,967 acres 
(England 8,547, Scotland 10,274, Wales 
3,155) represented replanting, or in other 
words the restocking of felled, devastated or 
scrub woodland. 


More than 120m. young trees were planted 
by .the Commission during the year 
(34,991,000 in England, 58,587,000 in Scot- 
land, 26,449,000 in Wales). Broadleaved (or 
hardwood) species, chiefly oak and beech, 
represented 10 per cent. of the total number 
of trees planted. 


Stocks of forest trees in the nurseries at 
the end of the year totalled 184m. transplants 
and 315m. seedlings. 

During the year 26 new forests were 
started; 18 in England, three in Scotland 
and five in Wales. 

Felling licences issued by the Commission 
during the year numbered 9,591, authorising 
the felling of 45,622,000 cubic feet of timber. 





Building Plant Exhibition 

The Building Plant Exhibition for 1953, 
organised by the Ministry of Works, will be 
held on the Goose Fair Site at Nottingham 
from September 3 to 9. Building plant and 
equipment will be shown and many machines 
will be demonstrated in action. The exhi- 
bition will occupy an area of 200,000 sq. ft. 
and there is an additional area of some 
20,000 sq. ft. for demonstrating tractors, 
scrapers, earth augers, powered barrows, etc. 





The 30,000th post-war ‘‘ Easiform”’ house to be erected in this country was opened by Mr. 
Ernest Marples, Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Housing and Local Government, at 


Wood Farm Estate, Oxford, on May 1. 


It is the first house in the terrace shown above. 
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OPERATIVES’ WAGE CLAIM 


Reference to Arbitration Approved 
by NJC 


AT THE ANNUAL MEETING Of the National 
Joint Council for the Building Industry held 
in London on April 29, further consideration 
was given to the application submitted by 
the National Federation of Building Trades 
Operatives for a wage increase of 6d. an 
hour. The Council failed to reach agree- 
ment and, in accordance with the Council’s 
constitution, it was decided that the matter 
be referred to arbitration by the Industrial 
Disputes Tribunal. 

On an application by the trades unions 
the Council reviewed the rate of lodging 
allowance (National Working Rule 6B(3)} 
and decided to raise it from 6s. to 7s. per 
night as from June 1 next. 

The Council also received the reports of 
its committees which have been examining 
the notices submitted by the employers and 
Operatives in January for constitutional 
amendments. No decisions were reached, 
but requests for further time to complete 
the examination of several questions were 
granted. 

Mr. W. H. Forsdike, CBE, of Sheffield, 
was re-elected chairman of the National 
Joint Council for the 11th year in succession. 
The other officers of the Council were 
reappointed to serve for a further year as 
follows: Vice-chairman, Sir Luke Fawcett, 
OBE; employers’ secretary, Mr. I. Ernest 
Jones; operatives’ secretary, Sir Richard 
Coppock, CBE. 


BIRMINGHAM’S HOUSING 
£9m. Programme for 1954 


FOR THE FIRST TIME Birmingham will 
build houses outside the city under a £9m. 
programme for 1954, it was announced on 
May 1. 

The 4,771 dwellings planned include 1,830 
in the Meriden Rural District. The re- 
mainder of the programme is: suburban 
estates within the city boundary, 1,196; 
redevelopment and central areas of the city, 
677; additional houses or estates already 
being built, 1,068. 

From 1955 onwards, other than land for 
private building, the sites remaining available 
to Birmingham which has now almost ex- 
hausted its building land, would be suitable 
only for small contracts, it is stated. It 
virtually meant the end of large-scale subur- 
ban building in the city. 

Fewer dwellings under the new programme 
are likely to be of non-traditional construc- 
tion, it is stated. In recent years about half 
the Corporation’s house building has been 
non-traditional. 


Electrical Contractors and Local Authorities 


Electrical contractors have asked to be 
freed from the need to submit a “ lengthy 
schedule of individual items ” whenever they 
quote for electrical installations for local 
authorities. They suggest that only a lump 
sum tender need be submitted in the first 
place, and that the successful tenderer can 
then be called upon for a detailed schedule, 
thus saving time and money for the others. 
The request was made by the Electrical Con- 
tractors’ Association to the Association of 
Municipal Corporations, who replied that 
local authorities should continue to be free 
to call for a detailed schedule. The AMC 
added: “As presumably the tenderer must 
have regard to such details in arriving at his 
tender price, we cannot understand why the 
practice should present difficulties.” 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


Leasehold Reform 


ON April 30 SiR David MAXxweELv FYFE, 
Home Secretary, moved that the 
House “takes note of the proposals relating 
to leasehold property in England and Wales 
(Cmd. 8713) and leases in Scotland (Cmd. 
8714).” He said that the Government was 
not in favour of enfranchisement but they 
were anxious that the subject should not be 
discussed on abstract grounds of a political 
character. In the White Papers they had 
tried to direct the attention of the House 
and the country rather to practical problems 
than to the philosophy of the matter. A 
scheme for enfranchisement had been sub- 
mitted by two members of the committee, 
but having considered the difficulties atten- 
dant upon it the Government had come to 
the conclusion that it would be complex and 
controversial and that in the end it would 
achieve very little which could not be 
achieved by agreement in existing con- 
ditions. The campaign for leasehold en- 
franchisement had a long history and had 
started long before there were any pro- 
visions for protecting the right of occupa- 
tion, The main need was for the right of 
occupation to be protected, rather than for 
a new right of ownership to be considered, 
and it might well be that the many advocates 
of leasehold enfranchisement had never 
seriously considered whether they would 
continue to feel so strongly if there were a 
guarantee that a very long leaseholder could 
continue in occupation of the house after 
expiry of the lease. That was what the 
Government now proposed and they thought 
it probable that once it was realised by long 
leaseholders, their general desire for long 
leasehold enfranchisement might diminish 
by that great change in the circumstances. 
A scheme for giving security of tenure on 
the expiry of a long lease involved a good 
deal of complication. The first point was 
that the scheme involved forgiveness to the 
tenant on part of his repairing obligation 
under the long lease. Repair covenants 
generally provided that the tenant must 
repair the house or pay a lump sum up to 
a high standard, and sometimes to as good 
as a new standard. The question of what 
to do about repair covenants was the most 
difficult part of the problem. There had to 
be a fresh starting-off point. If a tenant was 
in substantial breach of his_ repairing 
covenant it would be wrong to let him off 
and still more wrong if the rent he was re- 
quired to pay for a tenancy took account 
only of the low standard of repair into 
which the tenant, by his default, had allowed 
the house to fall. 

The Government’s plan was that the 
house should be brought up to a reasonable 
state of repair, the cost of the necessary 
repairs being borne by the tenant either by 
a lump sum or by instalments. This reason- 
able state of repair was not the same as the 
standard which could be enforced under the 
letter of the repairing covenants. It must 
clearly take account of the character of the 
neighbourhood, the standard of living of the 
tenant and such matters. In the case of dis- 
agreement it was left to the judgment of the 
county court judge, assisted by assessors. He 
did not expect everyone to agree with their 
cenclusions and proposals, because the 
subject was controversial and technically 
difficult, covering a field in which abstract 
theory and obstinately held preconceived 
notions were likely to obscure essential 
issues and shut out the clear light of 
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commonsense and reason. The White Paper 
endeavoured to deal with the problems on 
the basis of reasonableness and finding a 
practical solution. 

Sir LyNN UNGOED-THOMaS said that the 


difference between the two sides in the 
House was one of principle. Did they con- 
sider that the occupying ground lessee’s 


right in his home was greater than the finan- 
cial interest of the landlord? The Opposi- 
tion came down in favour of the tenant, just 
as the Conservative Party came down in 
favour of the landlord. 

Mr. CLypbe, the Lord Advocate, said that 
the solution for Scottish difficulties could 
not be assisted by considering the solution 
for English difficulties which were different. 

Mr. WEsT said that enfranchisement of 
leasehold was the only solution to the 
problems created by the present system. 

Sirk PATRICK SPENS said that the proposal 
to bring the occupying lessees under the Rent 
Control Act meant they would get their 
security of tenure. 

Mr. SKEFFINGTON said that the Govern- 
ment’s proposals on business premises were 
good, but they had been timid over residen- 
tial property. 

Mr. MAcco_y said that the weakness of 
leasehold enfranchisement as a_ universal 
panacea was that it would break up estates 
which were in many cases well managed. 

StR- REGINALD MANNINGHAM’ BULLER, 
Solicitor-General, promised that the Govern- 
ment would consider whether it would be 
possible to give a guide to those who would 
have to decide what a reasonable rent would 
be under the new tenancies. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Timber Stock Pile 


On April 27 CapTAIN DuNCAN asked the 
Minister of Materials whether he would 
state the Government’s policy regarding a 
national stock pile of timber and the level 
at which the present stock was to be 
maintained. 

SiR ARTHUR SALTER said it was the policy 
of the Government to hold a reserve of 
timber, well distributed over the country, 
which would be available, in addition to 
stocks held by the trade, in any emergency 
in order to save shipping space, on which 
timber imports made heavy demands. In 
the national interest the level of strategic 
reserves was not disclosed. 


Softwood Licensing 


On May 4, Mr. FELL asked the Minister 
of Materials whether he was now in a posi- 
tion to make a statement as to the date 
of ending the system of consumer licensing 
for softwood timber. 

Sir ARTHUR SALTER said he was not. As 
practically all our softwood came from non- 
sterling countries, he saw no early prospect 
of abandoning control of its consumption. 

MAJOR ANSTRUTHER-GRAY asked what new 
contracts for the purchase of foreign soft- 
wood had been signed in the last two months. 

SiR ARTHUR SALTER said that softwood 
was imported on private account. Returns 
for the period mentioned were not available, 
but he understood that contracts for 71,626 
standards of sawn softwood and sleepers 
were made during March. 


Slum Clearance 


On April 28 Mr. Grpson asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
what action he was taking to speed up slum 
clearance in our large towns. 

Mr. MarPLes, who replied, said that the 
Minister had told local authorities that they 


May 8 1953 


ought now to be turning their attention to 
slum clearance. I was primarily for each 
authority to decide the pace of its ow 
operations according to the needs of jx 
area, but he was studying the whole Question 
of unfitness and disrepair with a view tg , 
comprehensive plan in which a Tenewe4 
slum-clearance drive would have a Pron 
nent place. 


Shortage of Cement 


On April 28 Mr. WaDE asked the Ministe, 
of Works to what extent the building q 
houses and other building operations Was 
being retarded by shortages of cement; anj 
what steps were being taken to overcome th: 
shortage and to speed up deliveries. 

Mr. Eccies said that although cemen; 
deliveries throughout the country had bee 
at a substantially higher level in the firy 
quarter of this year than a year ago, ; 
certain number of complaints had been rp. 
ceived from Yorkshire that the progress o 
building work had been retarded. He had 
asked the cement producers to do what wa 
possible to increase deliveries to that region 
still further. 

MAJOR ANSTRUTHER-GRAY asked _ the 
Minister of Works what complaints he haj 
received from Scotland of shortage 
cement during the last month; and why 
steps he had taken. 

Mr. EccLEs said he had received only on 
complaint, referring to a temporary shortag 
in South-West Scotland. The position ha 
been remedied. 

Replying further, he said that Scotlan 
had done very well. It had had 45 pe 
cent. more cement in this period than j 
the corresponding period last year. 


Local Government Reform 


On April 28 Mr. IAN Harvey asked th 
Minister of Housing and Local Governmen 
whether he would now initiate measures fof 
the reform of local government. 

Mr. MarRPLES said that the Minister hai 
this matter under examination, but ther 
was no early prospect of legislation. 


Brick Supplies 


On April 28 Mr. JAMES JOHNSON askei 
the Minister of Works if he was aware 0 
the serious shortage of bricks in the Rugby 
district; and what steps he was taking t 
overcome this. 

Mr. Eccles said that no complaints ¢ 
shortage of bricks in the Rugby district hai 
been received by his Department. 


End of Public Trading in Copper 


The following announcement was mati 
by the Minister of Materials in the Hous 
of Commons on May 4 on copper:— 

“I wish to inform the House that, afte 
reviewing the situation in all its aspect 
the Government has decided that privat 
trading in copper shall be restored at th 
earliest practicable date. The _ necessal\ 
notice is being given to-day to the Commot- 
wealth producers and from August § th 
private import and sale of copper will b& 
permitted and the copper distribution ordes 
will be revoked. The London Metal Er 
change will, I understand, reopen for dealing 
in copper on the same day. An order 5 
being made, with effect from  to-morrov. 
authorising private contracts for the deliver! 
of metal after the end of public trading. 

“The present occasion is an appropriat 
one for me to acknowledge the co-operatid 
of Commonwealth producers who have su? 
plied this country throughout the long peri 
of public trading and will, I am sure, cor 
tinue to do so under the new arrangements 
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BUILDING IN INDIA 


Central Research Institute Opened 
By J. Grindrod 


NOW as the Central Building Re- 
search Institute, the last of eleven 
national laboratories planned by the Indian 
Council of Scientific and Industrial Re- 
search, was opened on April 12 by Maulana 
Abul Kalam Azad, Central Minister for 
Education, Natural Resources and Scientific 
Research, at Roorkee (Uttar Pradesh), India. 

By studying such problems as the factors 
governing comfort and efficiency under 
tropical conditions, soil sterilisation, the use 
of indigenous material and the construction 
of houses on a large scale for that section 
of the population in the lower income 
groups, it will seek to improve the quality of 
building construction and to reduce building 
costs. 

These problems will be dealt with in four 
main groups: problems relating to building 
materials; methods of construction; perform- 
ance of buildings; and survey and informa- 
tion. The Central Government have sanc- 
tioned a grant of Rs.2.1 million for capital 
expenditure on the institute. 

Speaking at the opening, the Prime 
Minister of India, Mr. NEHRU, described the 
current large-scale constructional engineer- 
ing works such as the Bhakra-Nangal, 
Damodar and Hirakud projects as the fore- 
runners Of the nation’s building under- 
takings. 

In connection with these undertakings the 
Indian Government are offering training 
facilities to South and South-East Asian 
countries under the Technical Co-operation 
Scheme of the Colombo Plan. Trainees 
have been offered instruction in_ civil, 
mechanical and electrical work; construc- 
tion of dams; construction of dykes and 
canals; workshop training; maintenance of 
power houses; operation and maintenance of 
earth-moving machinery for reclamation 
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work and building of dams; survey, erection 
of plants, exploratory drilling; and construc- 
tion of diversion tunnels. 

Facilities for training are also to be given, 
in addition to scholarship and fellowship 
awards, at the other technical institutes. 


CANADIAN HOMES 
Trend Towards Smaller Dwellings 


A TREND towards three- to five- room 
dwellings in preference to dwellings of larger 
or smaller sizes is indicated in a 1951 census 
bulletin on dwelling size published by the 
Canadian Bureau of Statistics. 

Comparison of 1941 and 1951 figures for 
the nine older provinces reveals that in the 
decade three to five rooms supplanted six 
or more rooms as the predominant size 
range, and accounted for 49.6 per cent. of all 
dwellings at the time of the last census as 
compared with 43.3 per cent. in 1941. 

At the same time the percentage of dwell- 
ings with six or more rooms dropped to 43.6 
per cent. from 48.3, while dwellings with one 
or two rooms represented only 6.8 per cent. 
of the total in 1951 against 8.4 per cent. 
ten years earlier. 


New Construction 


The rate of new residential construction 
was higher in 1952. In the previous year 


there had been a sharp decline in the num- - 


ber of new housing units, but this trend was 
reversed in 1952 (83,246 starts as against 
68,579). The volume of new house building 
rose continuously during the year, and by 
the last half of 1952 the annual rate of 
housing starts had regained the level of 1950, 
states the annual report of the Central Mort- 
gage and Housing Corporation. 





Structural Engineers 


Sixteen students, 16 graduates and two 
members have been newly elected to mem- 
bership of the Institution of Structural 
Engineers. 














TRELLIS-TYPE 
SCAFFOLDING 
This scaffolding, which is 
produced by a Munich firm, 
can, it ts claimed, be ex- 
tended as high as needed, 
with less fixing than usual, 
and erected in only a short 
time. 
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PAVING STONES FOR 
ROAD SURFACES 


A Dutch Development 


MANUFACTURED by the Dutch concrete 
specialists, Schokbeton, a type of road 
paving block has been introduced which 
can be secured in place by interlocking, 
writes a correspondent. 

Machine-made from a special composition 
of concrete the paving blocks are perfectly 
flat, top and bottom, though their rough sur- 
faces help to reduce skidding to a minimum. 
The special grade of concrete gives good 
wearing resistance. 

Designed in the shape of a broad letter 
I, the flanges of the stones are made to 
standard measurements and enable them to 
set in interlocking positions in the road. So 
placed they do not require any edging nor 
is there any tendency to creep. They are 
made to the dimensions of 25 by 15 by 10 
cm. 
As well as being used for road construc- 
tion the new blocks are suitable for the pav- 
ing of any flooring sections which have to 
stand up to a good deal of strain and wear, 
such as transport lanes in factories, garages, 
etc. For use at road bends wedge-shaped 
stones are made. 

Because of the large bearing surface the 
risk of sagging is not great and the stones 
have stood up satisfactorily to hard testing. 
For instance, two 35-ton Sherman tanks 
deliberately attempted to destroy a road 
section paved with Schokbeton stones, but 
only three out of about 8,000 of them were 
broken. The bond between the stones was 
unimpaired. 

Patents have been granted for the paving 
blocks, which are available for export or 
can be manufactured under licence. 


INCOME-TAX AND BUILDING 
WORKERS 


Present “ Silly ” System Attacked 


THE PRESENT “‘silfy” system of income- 
tax assessment for wage earners was attacked 
at Evesham recently by Mr. F. T. COLEMAN, 
president of Evesham and District Associa- 
tion of Building Trades Employers. He said 
building workers did not understand PAYE 
and thought the builder was robbing them 
each week. 

Mr. Coleman was speaking at the annual 
dinner of the Association. He said a married 
man, with one child, earning about £9 a week 
paid no tax. “ He has no incentive to earn 
another couple of pounds because he has 
to pay income tax on it,” added Mr. 
Coleman. 

“If the Chancellor of the Exchequer had 
sufficient sense to charge him 1s. in the £1 
for every pound he earns there would be 
no limit to his desire to earn and the Chan- 
cellor would double the amount of tax he 
collects.” 

Mr. J. MEIKLEJOHN,. immediate past- 
president of the Midland Federation of 
Building Trades Employers, said: “I think 
all of us in the building industry would like 
to see our operatives the highest paid in 
the country. At the same time it is no use 
pricing ourselves out of work.” 





BEA Asked to Build Own Houses 


St. Helen’s, Lancs, housing committee has 
asked the British Electricity Authority to 
follow the example of the National Coal 
Board and form an association to build its 
own houses for its key workers engaged on 
the construction of a new power station. 
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INQUIRY BUREAU 
Smoking Fire Nuisance 


Q.—Can you inform me how to overcome 
the nuisance of smoke being “ pulled” out 
from a fire when closing a door?—R. W. T. 


A.—From the information given it is not 
possible to offer a remedy that would be 
certain of effecting a cure since there are so 
many factors that might be the cause, or con- 
tributory to it. It is, however, reasonable to 
suppose smoke is being “ pulled” from the 
fire when a door is closed because of shortage 
of air. As the door is closed, and I suggest 
the quicker the door is closed the greater 
the amount of smoke drawn into the room, 
a certain quantity of air is shut out of the 
room. In order to replace the lost quantity 
of air, air is drawn from the only other 
source in the room; that is, the chimney; 
and in consequence will often bring smoke 
with it. This condition is more prevalent 
where the fireplace and stack are on an ex- 
ternal wall, by reason of the fact that the 
air in the flue never really gets sufficiently 
warm to keep it on the move upwards, and 
therefore offers little resistance to being 
pulled downwards into the room. 

This is by no means the only cause, but 
the most likely. Assuming this, therefore, 
I suggest that a window be opened, one as 
near to the fireplace as possible, and the 
door opened and closed in the usual way. 
If under these conditions there is a con- 
siderable reduction in the volume of smoke, 
then a permanent cure may be effected by 
cutting an opening 9 in. by 9 in. at, or just 
above, the picture rail level and as near to 
the fireplace as possible. To provide a finish 
to this hole an air brick may be built in 
on the outside and a plaster fret as louvre 
on the inside. This should then provide the 
additional volume of air needed to replace 
that shut out by the closing of the door, 
without calling on the reserve in the flue. 

Should this not be the answer to the prob- 
lem, then it would be necessary to have more 
detailed information regarding the nature of 
fireplace; relation of stack to roof; proximity 
of trees; ground-floor construction, etc., 
before any attempt could be made to offer 


a possible solution. H. O. D. 
Payment for Extra Works 
Q.—Could your Legal Correspondent 


answer a question relating to payment for 
extra works on a building contract governed 
by the terms of the 1952 RIBA standard 
form of contract for building works, where 
quantities form part of the contract? 

We have met with a case wherein the 
architect, wishing to ascertain and limit 
beforehand the additional expenditure which 
would be occasioned should he instruct the 
contractor to carry out certain extra works, 
first of all obtained from the contractor a 
lump-sum estimate for carrying out the pro- 
posed extra works in point. 

The architect considered this estimate to 
be satisfactory, therefore he accepted it and 
instructed the contractor to put in hand 
these extra works, on the basis of his 
accepted firm price estimate. 

The contractor agreed to do so, and the 
extra works were thereupon executed and 
completed to the architect’s satisfaction. The 
physical nature of the extra works is such 
that they constitute an integral part of the 
main construction as a whole. 

The quantity surveyor, upon his encounter- 
ing this accepted estimate in the course of 
his preparation of the contract variation 


THE BUILDER 


account, held that whereas the architect’s 
instruction to execute the extra works was 
valid, nevertheless that part of the 
instruction which involved acceptance of a 
supplementary estimate was invalid, in that 
it contravened the terms of clause 9 of the 
contract. The quantity surveyor, therefore, 
proposed to ignore the accepted estimate 
and to substitute the amount of his own 
appraisement of value of the extra works, 
on the basis of measurement and pricing at 
the unit rates contained within the bills of 
quantities. His appraisement incidentally 
produced a sum materially less than that of 
the accepted estimate. 

The question is upon what basis is the con- 
tractor now justly entitled to be paid for 
his extfa work? 

M. M. 


A.—I think the architect was entitled to 
accept a lump-sum estimate for the “extra 
works,” i.e., work outside the contract works, 
even though they constituted an integral part 
of the main construction. 

This being so, and the work completed to 
the architect’s satisfaction, the contractor is 
entitled to his lump-sum price, and not the 
valuation of the quantity surveyor under 
clause 9 by pricing at the unit rates in the 


bills. 
N. P. G. 


_CEMENT AND BRICKS 
__ IN THE MIDLANDS 


Supply Position Causing Concern 


FFFARS, writes a correspondent, that the 

important building programme in the 
Midlands, involving houses, schools and 
factories, will not be geared up to the peak 
progress which the summer season should 
allow, have grown as builders find it increas- 
ingly difficult to get supplies of cement and 
bricks in the quantities they need. 

Mr. K. A. OsBourN, director of the 
Midland Federation of Building Trades 
Employers, has told of reports he- had 
received indicating that considerable delays 
were common to almost all parts of the 
Midlands. In addition to insufficient cement, 
he said, the supply position of bricks to 
the Birmingham area was most difficult. 

He gave these details, collected from other 
parts of the area within the Midland 
Federation : — 


Coventry: One firm reported there was 
practically no cement available for housing 
contracts. In other instances it was difficult 
to keep contracts going. In some cases men 
had been stood off work until the position 
improved. 

Wolverhampton: The brick position was 
deteriorating steadily. Deliveries took 10 to 
14 days some 18 months ago; orders were 
now taking eight to nine months before 
completion. 

Walsall: On an average, cement deliveries 
are 50 per cent. of requirements. Orders 
for bricks have to be placed months ahead 
of when they are required. 


Nottingham: Orders for cement in Feb- 
ruary and March given to one firm averaged 
700 tons a week. During this time the 
tonnage received from the manufacturers 
amounted to 278 tons per week. Require- 
ments for April and May. were 5,700 tons. 
Manufacturers had promised a 20 per cent. 


improvement. 
For the Midland Federation of Brick and 
Tile Manufacturers, the secretary, Mr. 


NorMan J. WIGLEY, said the building pro- 
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gramme was so extensive that there was 
great pressure on materials. Kilns were 
working to full capacity, but the demand 
was beyond the region’s manufacturing 
limit. Bricks had always been imported 
from Bedfordshire to augment supplies, but 
if they could be increased it would only 
be at the expense of other regions which 
also had to import bricks. 


APPRENTICESHIP AWARDS 
Needs of Building Industry 


. [- is practically impossible te foresee the 

end of the housing needs of this 
country,” said Sir Luke Fawcett, OBE, presj- 
dent of the National Federation of Building 
Trades Operatives, at the presentation on 
April 28 of prizes awarded to nearly 50 
building apprentices by the London Regional 
Joint Apprenticeship Committee for the 
Building Industry. 

Mr. A. G. Miles, chairman of the Com- 
mittee, presided over the ceremony, which 
took place in the conference hall at the 
County Hall, Westminster, and Sir Luke 
Fawcett distributed the awards. Members 
of the Apprenticeship Committee were pre- 
sent, as also were heads of technical colleges 
in the London area, representatives of the 
employers and operatives, and parents. 

Smr LUKE FawceTrT referred to the reliance 
placed by other industries upon the services 
of the building industry, and the necessity 
of bearing in mind the needs of the latter. 
In 1944 the number employed in the building 
industry had been 350,000, reduced from a 
pre-war figure of over a million. He con- 
sidered that it was gratifying to find that at 
the present time a labour force had been 
built up almost to the maximum number 
that could be employed in the industry. It 
was important to maintain that figure, and 
to do this it was mecessary to have a yearly 
intake of 25,000 apprentices. 

Sir Luke emphasised the importance of 
a flexible mind so far as changing tools and 
methods were concerned. Anything which 
helped to reduce costs and increase produc- 
tion would certainly not prejudice the posi- 
tion of people employed in the industry. He 
said that some of the nations with which we 
had been at war would achieve results with 
the latest devices, and it was vital that we 
kept abreast. 

A vote of thanks to Sir Luke was pro- 
posed by Mr. G. A. Hm, president of the 
London Master Builders’ Association. 





Building in Stone 


An extensive campaign is necessary to 
restore stonework to its rightful place in 
the building trade, Mr. Romilly B. Craze, 
hon. secretary of the Board of Architectural 
Education, told members of the British Stone 
Federation at their annual dinner in Malvern 
on May 2. “Architects of my generation,” 
he said, “need not be reminded of the 
advantages and beauties of stonework, but 
to-day students are imbibing a_ clever 
propaganda for the use of concrete. Con- 
sequently, we are faced to-day with a new 
architectural expression in design, emanating 
from reinforced concrete, and buildings are 
constructed in this material to the exclusion 
of natural stone.” Mr. G. W. Burlington, 
president, said an assurance was necessary 
of an adequate and steady release of work 
during the next few years to allow firms to 
carry on while licensing lasted. He hoped 
there would soon be a conference with the 
Ministry of Works on the subject. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Berkshire Development Plan Approved 


The Minister of Housing and Local Gov- 
ernment has approved with modifications the 
development plan for the County of Berk- 


shire. 


Change of Address 


The Nuffield Provincial Hospitals’ Trust’s 
Investigation into the Functions and Design 
of Hospitals has moved from 33, Doughty- 
street, WC1, to the Trust’s headquarters at 
Nuffield Lodge, Regent’s Park, NWI (Tel.: 
Primrose 8871). 


Industrial Safety 

This year’s National Industrial Safety Con- 
ference, organised by the Royal Society for 
the Prevention of Accidents, 38, Millbank, 
§Wwl, will take em at Scarborough from 
May 29 to 31. trade exhibition of indus- 
trial safety appliances will be held in con- 
junction with the conference. 


RIBA Golfing Society 

The spring meeting of the RIBA Golfing 
Society was held at St. George’s Hill Golf 
Club on April 28. The Sullivan Trophy 
was won by W. D. White, with a score of 
84—13 71. The runners-up were H. St. John 
G. Harrison, score 87—13 74; and A. H. 
Watkins, score 90—16 74. The Fourball 
Cope Competition in the afternoon was won 
by Sir Giles Gilbert Scott and G. Felix 
Wilson, with a score of 4 up. 


LMBA Golfing Society 


The fourth annual dinner of the LMBA 
Golfing Society was held at the May Fair 
Hotel on April 30, and was attended by 
nearly 80 members and their guests. Mr. 
Gerald A. Hill, the society’s captain, re- 
sponded to the toast of the society, proposed 
by Mr. Oliver S. Chesterton, MC, the captain 
of the Chartered Surveyors’ GS, in an 
amusing and witty speech. The toast of 
the guests was given by Mr. Dudley Cox and 
replied to by Mr. Arthur Henson, captain of 
the RIBAGS. 


Tour of France 


This year the Town and County Planning 
Association, with the advice of the Ministére 
de la Reconstruction est de l’Urbanisme, has 
arranged a study tour of Southern France 
from September 20 to October 5. Repre- 
sentative housing and planning developments 
and public works will be visited and an 
appreciation gained of the character of the 
country and its people. Local planners, 
architects and other experts will act as 
guides, and receptions and social meetings 
will be arranged by public and private bodies. 
Particulars of the tour may be obtained from 
the Secretary, 28, King-street, Covent Garden, 
WwC2. 


Sale of Council Houses 


A recommendation has been made to 
Chester City Council by their Housing Com- 
Mittee that council houses be offered for 
sale freehold to tenants, or in the case of 
unoccupied or new houses, to persons in 
need of a house for their own use. The con- 
ditions would stipulate the outright sale of 
the houses or the granting of a mortgage by 
the Corporation with a 30-year repayment 
period. The minimum deposit would be 
2 per cent. of the purchase price, plus cer- 
tain charges. The selling price for pre-war 
houses would range from £962 to £1,290; 
and for post-war houses erected before 
September 30, 1952, from £1,050 to £1,750. 
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Annual Report 


Their annual report for 1952 has been 
issued by the Iron and Steel Research Asso- 
ciation. Copies may be obtained from their 
offices at 11, Park-lane, W1. 


Materials Handling 


The James Clayton Lecture was delivered 
on April 17 in London by James R. Bright, 
MS, MASME. His subject was “How 
American Industry is Attacking the Problem 
of Materials Handling.” Copies of the 
lecture may be obtained at the Institution of 
Mechanical Engineers, Storey’s Gate, St. 
James Park, SW1. 


Building Sites Shortage 


Faced with the possibility of having to 
curtail considerably or even abandon their 
housing programme because of lack of sites, 
Newcastle-under-Lyme corporation have 
made a personal appeal to Mr. Harold Mac- 
millan, Minister of Housing and Local Gov- 
ernment, for immediate action to avert “a 
major disaster ” in the life and development 
of the borough. 


Code of Practice 


The Council for Codes of Practice for 
Buildings has issued in fina] form Code 412, 
“Installation of Optical Projection Equip- 
ment in Educational Establishments.” It 
was drawn up by a committee convened on 
behalf of the Council by the Illuminating 
Engineering Society, and the present Code 
is a revision, following comments received, 
of the draft Code previously issued. Copies 
may be obtained from the British Standards 
Institution, 24-28, Victoria-street, SW1, price 
7s. 6d., reference CP 412 (1953). 


. 


——— - word 
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Members List 


A list of members for 1953 has been issued 
by the Royal Institution of Chartered 
Surveyors, and may be obtained from their 
offices at 12, Great George-street, West- 
minster, SW1. 


Eastern Federation’s Activities 


The Eastern Federation of Building Trades 
Employers has decided to continue its policy 
of making annual awards to apprentices of 
ability in the Eastern Counties to encourage 
them in their training and enable them to 
proceed further with their studies. This 
year up to five awards of £25 each will be 
made. Application forms are available 
from the Federation Office, 95, Tenison-road, 
Cambridge, and must be submitted not later 
than June 30 to the Director. 

A directory of members, revised to March 
31, 1953, has been published by the 
Federation. 


LCC Housing Changes 


At Tuesday’s meeting of the LCC the 
housing committee reported that it had been 
decided that the minimum height of habit- 
able rooms on all floors in the council’s 
dwellings will be 8 ft. The London Build- 
ing (Constructional) By-Laws, 1953, allowed 
a minimum height of 7 ft. 6 in. for top- 
storey rooms. The committee has also 
decided that in future one-third of higher- 
income group houses, type  V6A, on the 
council’s estates will have whole-house 
heating. 


Builders at Golf 


The Federation of Master Builders’ Golf- 
ing Society opened their 1953 fixtures with 
their annual match against the Ministry of 
Works, 12 a side. The builders, captained 
by M. Sullivan, finished up as winners by 
seven games to three, with two games halved. 
The losing team was presented with the 
“Perpetual” trophy. On April 22, the 
Society held its Spring Meeting at Went- 
worth Golf Club, the “ Monolac” and 
“ Froy ” Cups being won by H. C. Smith 
and P. W. Vivian respectively. 


“ Better Conditions on the Way ” 


Speaking at the annual meeting of the 
Guild of Surveyors on May 1, Professor 
A. E. Richardson, RA, FRIBA, said: “* The 
Guild of Surveyors has high, and worthy, 
aims and is a body that should become in- 
creasingly useful as a co-ordinating body in 
the achievement of professional integration. 
These present times are a stage between after- 
war chaos and a saner era. A fair dawn 
is about to break; there is still much tidying 
up to be done, both in a national and a 
business sense; but better conditions in the 
things that matter most will assuredly follow; 
work will become less irksome, more 
imaginative and more unified. We are not 
at present thought to be a really artistic 
people, but if the qualities of tradition are 
maintained and allied to sane realism, then 
we will become artistic in the truest sense 
of the word. Lasting things will replace the 
cheap and transitory; the death knell to 
spoliation, vandalism and overcrowding will 
sound.” 


WIDMA Area Branches 


The executive council of the Wallboard 
Importers’ Distributors’ and Merchants’ 
Association has approved the proposal to 
form area branches of the Association. Com- 
mittees will be elected in the various areas 
and it is considered that they can be of 
immeasurable benefit to the trade. 
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CORONATION ILLUMINATIONS. The General Electric Company’s decorative 


scheme for its headquarters at Magnet House, Kingsway, London. 


The scheme makes 


full use of illuminating devices in Chrysaline, and consists of a large illuminated frame bor- 


dered in red, white and blue and studded with 56 Tudor roses. 


The illuminated motif within 


the frame comprises the Royal Cipher, surmounted by a crown, against a background con- 
sisting of criss-crossed wires, with scintillating lamps at the apex of each intersection. In 
all, over 1,000 lamps will be employed. 





TRADE NEWS 


1953 Directory 


The 1953 edition of the Directory of 
Quarries, Clayworks, Sand and Gravel Pits, 
etc., has been published by the Quarry 
Managers’ Journal, Ltd., Salisbury - square 
House, off Fleet-street, EC4. 


Overseas Reception Office 


British Insulated Callender’s Cables, Ltd., 
have transferred their Overseas Reception 
Office to 11, Bedford-square, London, WC1 
(Tel. : Museum 1600). The Overseas Recep- 
tion Office was formed in 1949, for the bene- 
fit of Overseas visitors, as a place where 
they can obtain information of any kind, 
office facilities and assistance in securing 
accommodation. 


London Showroom 


To (provide a central situation for the 
convenient inspection of its products, the 
Firth Cleveland Group of Companies has 
opened a showroom at Byron House, 7-9, 
St. James’s-street, SW1. Among the items 
displayed are examples of the lead sheet 
and pipe manufactured by the member com- 
panies, British Lead Mills, Ltd., and British 
Lead Alloys, Ltd. A wide range of lead 
alloys are offered, including antimonial lead, 
tellurium lead, silver-copper lead and low- 
melting fusible lead alloys. The first com- 
pany, British Lead Mills, Ltd., are suppliers 
of lead sleeves and strip to the British Elec- 
tricity Authority and the General Post Office; 
and their silver-copper lead water service 
pipes are claimed to offer improved mech- 
anical properties enabling them to be used 
in lighter weight compared with ordinary 
lead pipe. The firm also produces a large 
range of soft solders to British Standard 
Specifications or to the customer’s own 
requirements. Other exhibits in the show- 
room include contents gauges, lathes and 
drilling machines, together with “Shire” 
speed nuts for simplified assembly. Also on 
display is the Stenor “ Weldbelt,” a thermo- 
statically controlled vulcaniser understood to 
repair conveyor belting quickly without any 
dismantling being necessary. 


Wood Mantels 


A new range of wood mantels has recently 
been produced by the Metal Agencies Co., 
Ltd., Winterstoke-road, Bristol 3, in conjunc- 
tion with its subsidiary, Challen and Son, 
Ltd. The timber used in the construction 
of these mantels is prime African 
mahogany, and they are finished in walnut, 
mahogany, oak and Chinese lacquer. The 
mantels are protected after manufacture with 
the “Koonkote” process: a flexible film 
which is stripped off after installation. A 
special exhibition is to be held on May 15 
at Omega Works, Hermitage-road, Finsbury 
Park, N4. 
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Tower Crane 


A tower crane incorporating a number of 
new features has been manufactured 5 
Thomas C. Wild (Machinery), Ltd., Sheffield 
in conjunction with Fawcett Preston Co. 
Ltd., Bromborough, Cheshire, and is 
marketed in two models under the name 
“ Wild - Fawcett.” One model is designed 
principally for work on housing; the other 
is larger and intended for such erections as 
multi-storey flats and factories. This tower 
crane is being displayed at the British Indus- 
tries Fair at Castle Bromwich. 


Metal Fixing 


A full description of the uses and appli- 
cation of their metal-fixing system is cop- 


' tained in a brochure produced by Gliksten 


Doors, Ltd., Carpenters-road, Stratford, E15, 
It is claimed that with this system of fixing 
insulation boards, thermal and acoustical] 
insulation can be simply and economically 
carried out in new or old buildings by local 
contractors; and that the panels can be easily 
removed and replaced for access to services, 
The method facilitates the fixing of the 
first and last sheets of insulation board by 
the provision of an independent cover plate. 


Steel Windows 


A guide brochure has been produced by 
Henry Hope and Sons, Ltd., Smethwick, 
Birmingham 40, illustrating and describing 
ther exhibit on Stands B 415, 320, at the 
British Industries Fair, Castle Bromwich. One 
item of particular interest is a standard 
“ Hope ” hot-dip galvanised window and sub- 
frame which were fixed to Dover Harbour 
wall for more than 12 months. Although 
submerged by high tides twice daily during 
that period, these show no sign of rust. A 
model of Dover Harbour shows the exact 
location of the test. Other exhibits include 
windows for tropical climates, steel door 
frames, standard french doors and a revolv- 
ing model showing the “Hope” double 
patent glazing, claimed to reduce heat loss 
by approximately 50 per cent. compared with 
ordinary single glazing. 


Housing in Canada 


An excellent industrial sound film of 20 
minutes duration has been produced by the 
Big Six Film Unit for the firm of H. Newsum, 
Sons and Co., Lincoln. Entitled “ A House 
an Hour,” the subject of the film is the 
Riley-Newsum House. The particular house 
portrayed is known as the K4B type, being 
one of four types designed for Canada. These 
four types are a two- and three-bedroom 
house, each with and without a basement. 
The K4B has a floor area of 970 sq. ft., and 
contains a living-room with dining recess, 
kitchen and bathroom, three bedrooms and 
entrance hall, Provision is made in the base- 
ment for laundry, storage and accommoda- 
tion of the central heating unit. The house 
has been designed specifically to meet 
Canadian conditions, and the film depicts, 
in an interesting manner, the precision 
methods employed in the manufacture of 
its components, their packaging and trans 
portation, and their erection on site. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Mr. F. E. Forspike, AMIMech.E, senior technical 
representative of Road Machines (Drayton), Ltd. 
shortly to leave for Canada to promote sales in that 
country. He willbe onthe stand of United Steel Corpora 
tion, Ltd., during the period of the Trade Fair in Toronto. 

Aygee, Ltd., announce that Mr. H. TrTLow has 
joined their staff as a technical consultant for meta 
windows and patent glazing as from May 1. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


[From Our Own Correspondents) 


+ Australia. — Mr. H. Hood, of 697-699, 
Albany-highway, Victoria Park, Perth, W. 
Australia, wishes to obtain UK agencies for 
the following goods: builders’ and plumbers’ 
hardware; tools of trade for carpenters, 
plumbers, bricklayers, plasterers, cabinet 
makers and painters; household tools; and 
wilding materials generally, suitable for 
importing. Interested firms should write 
direct to Mr. Hood, at the address given 
above. All inquiries by telephone should be 
made to Trafalgar 8855, Ext. 2510. 


Holland—The Chief Engineer of the 
South Holland Provincial Waterways, Mr. 
J, L. Klein, has outlined a project for clos- 
ing the sea arms of South-West Holland. In 
4 recent address to the Netherlands Industry 
and Trade Society at Leyden, Mr. Klein 
pointed out that the only alternative to the 
recent flooding is to make the dykes higher 
and stronger. This is an involved task and 
will require enormous financial backing and 
a certain amount of national disrupture. 
Seemingly certain dykes run through built- 
up villages and urban districts and in order 
to raise them to a higher level it will necessi- 
tate large-scale demolition and the “ dislo- 
cation of historically grown communities.” 
Mr. Klein’s plan, which will also create a 
large reservoir, is receiving serious attention 
by the authorities: It will be one of the 
greatest building tasks ever undertaken by 
the Netherlands in its endeavour to fight 
back the inroads of the sea. The project 
could not be undertaken before because it is 
only in recent times that the technical re- 
sources to carry through such a project 
have come into existence. 


It has now been announced as well that a 
new double-track railway bridge will be 
built across the MHollandsch Diep near 
Moredijk. This bridge is scheduled to be 
completed in 1955. It will consist of five 
sections of 200 metres each and one 30 
metres section with the long sections resting 
on three supports and the short section on 
two. The existing bridge, which has a single 
track, will have to be demolished. 


Mexico—A factory is to be built in 
Xicotencatl, Tamaulipas, Mexico, for the 
production of newsprint. It will have a 
_" of 100 tons daily and will cost about 
14m. 


The company known as Cia. Manufac- 
turera de Tubos de Acero, S.A. of Monter- 
rey, Which is the largest local manufacturer 
of steel tubes, is to build an additional fac- 
tory in Monterrey to enable it to produce a 
wider size range of tubes. 


A number of Government schemes are at 
present under consideration and the Govern- 
ment Finance Agency is expected to spend 
about £4m. in ‘the immediate; future on 
various schemes. The Bank of America is 
assisting financially, and in return it is be- 
lieved that Americans will get part of the 
work when it becomes available. 


Norway.—The Norwegian Parliament is 
being asked to provide £6,250,000 for build- 
Ing under-mountain installations and other 
defence works in the Haakonsvern area 
When the Norwegian Navy moves there 
shortly to make this port its main base. The 
district around is well served with jndustrial 
Plants, workshops and shipyards, but it is 
expected that additional plant will be 


*From the Board of Trade Special Register In- 
formation Service. 
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required to cope with the requirements of 
the fleet. The move will take eight years 
to complete. 


A number of shipyards in Norway are 
considering plans for the building of addi- 
tional dry-docks. The Kristiansand Ship- 
yard at Kristiansand, South Norway, is pro- 
posing to build a dry-dock to take vessels 
up to 30,000 tons. The Rosenberg Shipyard 
at Stavanger also has plans for the construc- 
tion of a large dry-dock, but so far no details 
have been given. 


A new plant for handling iron ore at 
Narvik, North Norway, is in the initial 
stages of construction, and will be the biggest 
of its kind in the world. The plant will keep 
8,000 tons of ore moving an hour, and it 
will have a storage capacity of 4m. tons of 
iron. A bridge will be constructed within 
the plant 3,000 feet long and 75 feet high. 


This year’s allocation to sport from the 
profits of the Norwegian State Football Pool 
will be £300,000, and half this sum is to be 
used to build and extend sports fields and 
other sports installations throughout the 
country, including football grounds, swim- 
ming baths, sports pavilions, running tracks, 
tennis courts, and ski jumps. An amount of 
£50,000 is to be set aside for the construc- 
tion of a sports college, the funds for which 
have already reached £115,000. Details 
abqut the building of these sports buildings 
and grounds can be obtained in full from 
the Norwegian Embassy in London. 


Punjab.—The Indian Government is now 
building a new capital for the Punjab State 
which was split during partition. The old 
capital of Lahore went to Pakistan. The 
new capital is to be called Chandigarh, and 
it is to be situated where a village now stands 
about 50 miles from Simla. This new 
capital, which is being designed by such 
architects as Le Corbusier and Jeanneret 
from France and Maxwell Fry and Jane 
Drew from England, will embody a blending 
of East and West. Besides administrative 
buildings, a university and sports stadiums 
there will also be built a market on tradi- 
tional Indian lines. Le Corbusier is himself 
designing the buildings of State which com- 
prise the High Court, the Governor’s Resi- 
dence, the Halls of Assembly, and an eight- 
storeyed secretariat building. The popula- 
tion to begin with is estimated at 150,000. 
Eventually the population is expected to in- 
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crease to 500,000 and the city is bemg laid 
out for this number. Roads will be built 
which will accommodate fast cars and 
bullock carts, each line of traffic having its 
own road. The plan of the city is divided 
into residential zones, each one accommo- 
dating about 10,000 to 20,600 people, and 
in these zones will be schools, public build- 
ings, recreation centres, playgrounds for 
children and parks. In addition, there wil 
be shopping centres including modern de- 
partmental stores. The actual houses being 
built vary, the smallest one having two 
rooms, kitchen, store, washroom, and we. 
Cost is estimated at about £200 each. Local 
industry is now being planned to be incor- 
porated in the new city in the future. Elec- 
tricity will be fed from the new Bhakra 
Nangal Dam. Nothing definite has as yet 
been decided upon as far as type of indus- 
try is concerned, but the architects are set- 
ting aside large tracts of land for factories. 
The site has been visited by Indian indus- 
trialists who are attracted because of the 
cheap supply of power from the Dam. 
Being central, the capital is open to a good 
supply of raw materials from other parts, 
and communications once extended will 
enable manufactured goods to get out 
quickly. There is probably 10 to 15 years of 
building work in this area alone. Some of 
the building methods being used are very 
old fashioned and the State authorities may 
be interested in offers of building accessories 
in order to accelerate the work. 


*Southern Rhodesia.——Excavations at the 
site for the new Rhodes Terrace Hotel and 
cinema to be built in Salisbury by the Schle- 
singer Organisation of Johannesburg are 
expected to begin in July this year. When 
this building has been completed the same 
organisation is to build a new multi-storeyed 
building in Salisbury to house the offices of 
the African Life Assurance Society and the 
other Schlesinger interests. Telephone 
inquiries should be made to Trafalgar 8855, 
Extension 2870. 


Turkey.—It is reported from Izmir in 
Turkey that a combined textile and veget- 
able oil mill will be built at Aydin. It will 
be known as the “ Aydin Tekstil ve Yag 
Sanayi A.S.,” and will cost about £1m. A 
new cotton mill is also to be erected at 
Balikesir, again at a cost of approximately 
£1m., and it will be large enough to contain 
252 looms with 10,000 spindles. 


American specialists are assisting the 
Turkish Ministry of Public Works in its 
plan to supply electric power at low cost to 
all parts of the country. The programme 
now being drawn up envisages the comple- 
tion by 1958 of 12 large hydro-electric 
schemes. - When these are in operation the 
total energy output will be 3,000 million 
kwh. An Electric Power General-Director- 
ate at the Ministry of Public Works is to be: 
established to direct and co-ordinate the 
programme. 


*USA—Mr. Louis R. Turbeville, 1001, 
Camp-street, Dallas 2, is interested in import- 
ing from the UK new types of building 
materials, especially laminations of wood 
(plywood, etc.) and building boards made 
from inexpensive materials in decorative 
patterns of the following sizes: 4 ft. by 8 ft. 
and 4 ft. by 12 ft. Interested firms should 
communicate direct with Mr. Turbeville by 
air mail, giving quotations in dollars c.i-f. 
Houston, details of quantities available and 
approximate delivery dates. Telephone 
inquiries should be made to Trafalgar 8855, 
Ext. 2931/2. 
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More Time for Pre-Pianning 


PPPHE need for architects to have more 

time to prepare working drawings and 
so help to reduce building costs was stressed 
by Mr. WILLIAM McCrea in his address as 
president to the annual meeting of the Glas- 
gow Institute of Architects. Architects 
must insist on getting more reasonable time 
for pre-planning. It was their duty to tell 
impatient building owners that this would 
save building time and money. It would 
enable contractors to price their schedules 
with greater sense of the job and eliminate 
“ safety first” prices. 

It would also allow contractors to work 
at full speed on the job, obviate the need 
for final measurements, and in the end 
would mean quicker payment to contractors. 

Mr. McCrea linked the need for more 
pre-planning time with an urgent request 
made recently by the Ministry of Works to 
the Royal Institute of British Architects and 
the Royal Incorporation of Architects in 
Scotland for an inquiry into building costs. 
So far as he knew no “line of inquiry” or 
terms of reference had been made public. 

“We are all much concerned by the costs 
of present-day building and are alarmed by 
the threat of higher wage demands now being 
made. No one with knowledge of present- 
day ways of getting a building erected 
would attempt to argue that, even with the 
present high wage costs, prices could not be 
reduced by a much greater degree of pre- 
planning.” 

Mr. McCrea was re-elected president, and 
other office-bearers elected were vice-presi- 
dents Mr. Gabriel Steel, Kilmarnock, Mr. 
Jack A. Coia, Glasgow, and Mr. John 
McNab, Glasgow. 


Scottish Surveyors’ Elections 


AT THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the 
Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors 
(Scottish Branch), held in Glasgow on 
May 1, Mr. Alexander Lickley Proctor, 
FRICS, was elected chairman for the session 
1953-54. The other officers elected were Mr. 
J. Edwin Morgan, FRICS, of Edinburgh, as 
senior vice-chairman, and Lt.-Col. James 
Wilson, OBE, FRICS, of Edinburgh, and 
Mr. James Adam, FRICS, of Glasgow, as 
vice-chairmen. Mr. Wilson M. Robertson, 
FRICS, of Edinburgh, was elected hon. 
secretary. 


Scotland’s Housing Figures 


MoRE NEW PERMANENT HOUSES were com- 
pleted in Scotland in the first three months 
of this year than in the first quarter of any 
previous year. Completions in March num- 
bered 3,695, making the total for the first 
three months 9,160. This compares with 
6,497 houses completed in the same period 
in 1952 and 5,194 in 1951. Altogether, 
186,108 new houses (153,932 permanent and 
32,176 temporary) have now been built in 
Scotland under the post-war housing pro- 
gramme. 

These figures are published in the latest 
quarterly housing return of the Department 
of Health for Scotland. The return shows 
the number of houses under construction at 
the end of March totalled 39,939, compared 
with 40,315 at the end of December and 
38,679 a year ago. 
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Reply to Building Industry Critics 


Recent criticisms levelled at the building 
industry were answered by Mr. JoHN W. 
TRAIN, president of the Scottish National 
Building Trades Federation, when he spoke 
at the annual dinner of the SE Scotland 
Building Trades Association at Melrose. 

They had been accused of failing to 
modernise and take advantage of mechanical 
aids, and of allowing building costs to soar 
far too high, he said, but the answer to 
those charges was contained in the report 
of the Working Party set up in 1950 to 
investigate the affairs of the building indus- 
try. 

Since the preparation of that report more 
houses had been completed than ever before, 
time of completion had been reduced and, 
even with a smaller building force, they had 
asked for more and more materials. 

The interference of Government Depart- 
ments in the industry was criticised by Mr. 
D. McGowan HILL, secretary of the Scot- 
tish Federation, who said that housing was 
the Cinderella of politics and for that 
reason they had the Ministry of Works in- 
truding upon them. This non-productive 
department was merely an increased cost on 
building, and he thought the economy of the 
country would ultimately enforce the cur- 
tailment of its activities. 


Scottish Stone Industry Position 


UNLESS GOVERNMENT SUPPORT is forth- 
coming, there is a real danger of the stone- 
mason’s craft dying in Scotland. This is the 
view of Mr. W. G. PATERSON, secretary of 
the Scottish Freestone Quarrymasters’ Asso- 
ciation. In the past 40-50 years the num- 
ber of men employed at Scottish sandstone 
quarries has declined from 10,000 to the 
present figure of 200. There are no more 
than eight quarries in Scotland producing 
building stone—two in the Highlands 
(Burghead and Tarradale), one at Dundee, 
two in Lanarkshire, one in Ayrshire and two 
in Dumfriesshire. 

It was a remarkable fact, added Mr. 
Paterson in an interview with The Builder, 
that, whereas 40 years ago practically every- 
thing in Scotland was being built of stone 
and almost all building in England was in 
brick, to-day England was building 15 times 
as much in stone as was Scotland. He 
knew of no explanation of this. He had 
asked Government Departments but had 
received no satisfactory answer. 
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The stone industry in Scotland had ney, 
recovered from the blow dealt by the Wat 
The present output of the quarries 
something like a quarter of what was pro. 
duced pre-war. Apprentice masons we, 
not coming forward in sufficient number 
to maintain even the present low leve| y 
employment. Youths were reluctant t 
enter what appeared to be a dying industp 


The only hope to save the industry y, 
for the Government to see that the demay 
for stone was steadily and gradually jp. 
creased, perhaps by subsidising local autho 
rities, until the industry was able to py. 
duce up to three or four times more thy 
at present. 


The increase in the use of stone my 
however, be gradual and continuous, | 
there were a sudden increase in demand j 
might be the very factor that would kill th 
industry. The industry would be unable p 
meet the-situation; there would be serio, 
delays, and confidence would be unée. 
mined. As it was, builders had difficulty 
in getting masons and tended to be fright. 
ened to quote for a stone job. 

The view expressed by Mr. Paterson j 
shared by Mr. A. G. Forcr, Edinburg 
City Architect, who states that the craft j 
“not far short of its last breath. Unie 
some form of national encouragement ; 
given the mason’s craft is likely to die,” 

Most of the stone that is at present bein 
used in building in Scotland is from En. 
lish quarries. In many of the large buil 
ings going up architects specify English 
frequently Northumberland, stone. 

Criticism has been made by MR. THoms 
JOHNSTON, chairman of the North of Scot 
land Hydro-Electric Board, of the use o 
North of England stone for the construc 
tion of the new Scottish National Libray 
building in Edinburgh. The Hydro Electri 
Board has made efforts to preserve th 


stonemason’s craft in the construction off 


power station buildings of Scottish stom, 
The reason given for the construction of 
the National Library in English stone i 


that there is no stone of sufficient quality> 


and quantity in Scotland to suit the desig 
of the extension. 


Edinburgh University extension in Cham 
bers-street is also being faced with North of 
England stone “to harmonise with the sur 
rounding buildings.” 
of the Royal Scots 
Princes-street Gardens, 
also of Northumberland stone. 


war memorial it 
Edinburgh, wer 
A large 


new NAAFI building in Glasgow is also wf 


be of North of England stone, since it ha 


been specified by the architect for its suit} 


ability as regards colour and texture fo 
the design of the building. 

The use of English stone is of practically 
no help to Scottish masons for the practic 
is for almost all the work to be done at th 


quarries and the stones transported read) > 


to be put in position. 


Scottish stone will, however, be used if 


the redevelopment of Edinburgh’s Royil 
Mile. It is estimated that in the first phas 


of this redevelopment of the Canongate &f 


tween 3,000 and 5,000 tons of stone will & 
used. Some of it will be reclaimed. * 
special committee of the Scottish Counc 
(Development and Industry) is making ! 
study of the position facing the industry ! 
Scotland and hopes to be able to report 
within the next month, 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Perth.—A. new allocation of 100 traditional housé 
which TC are to build at Letham wil} include & 
3-roomed houses and 28 of 2 rooms. 
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previous issues, 
CONTRACTS . OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included 
in this list see previous issues. Those with an 
asterisk are advertised in this number. The dates 
at the heads of paragraphs are those for the sub- 
mission of tenders; a dagger (t) denotes closing 
date for applications; the name and address at the 
end refer to the person from whom particulars may 


be obtained. 
BUILDING 


MAY 10. : 
*+Croydon BC.—Extensions to Mitcham-rd. crema- 


torium. may ts. 
*+Dunstable BC.—42 houses on Brewers’ Hill 
estate. BE. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by May 27. 


MAY 12. wv 
*+Bromley BC.—(1) Six houses on sites of nos. 
69 to 78, Nichol-la; (b) eight flats on sites of nos. 
95 to 33 and 56 to 64, Havelock-rd. BE. Dep. £2 2s 
MAY 13. ; 
*+Surrey CC.—17 houses with garages, and site 
works; enlargement and adaptation to two units 
of one existing house, at Reigate. Cty. A, Kings- 
ton-on-Thames. 
MAY 14, 


*tipswich BC.—Four police houses in Britannia- 
rd. BE&S. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by June U. | 
“Swansea BC.—Conversion, Gwmilwyd ‘Hospital 
into dwelling accommodation and conversion of 
St. Margaret’s, Eaton-cres., into an aged people’s 
home. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 each. 


MAY 15. ; 

*tHants CC.—Fire station at Beaulieu. Cty. A, 
The Castle, Winchester. Dep. £1 1s. 
*tTottenham BC.—12 flats at Manor-rd., N.17. 
BE, Dep. £2 2s. 

MAY 16. oe 
*tEssex CC.—Adaptations ito the residential nur 
sery, “Elm Park,” Ardleigh, nr. Colchester, est. 


£4,900. Cty. A. 
"eeamne BC. flats, Prospect-pl. BE&S. 
MAY 18. 


East Ham BC,—48 flats, Ingrave, near Brent- 
wood. Chief Housing Officer. Dep. £5 5s. 
*Southend-on-Sea BC.—Alterations at Westborough 
and Fairfax high schs. Boro’ A. Dep. £2. 


MAY 19. 

*tDurham County Police Authority—Two police 
houses at Jackson-st.. Spennymoor. A to Police 
Authy., Court-la., Durham. i 

*tNorthamptonshire CC.—Erection of (a) first 
floor laboratory at gram. sch.; (b) two prefab. 
classrooms at high sch.; and (c) conversion of 
Weavers-rd. pavilion at sec. tech. sch. Cty. A, 
Northampton 


MAY 20. 

Basford RDC.—Dwellings: 8 at School-la., Best- 
wood; 22 at Main-st., Burton Joyce; 26 off 
Rasthorpe-st., Ruddington. E, S & Hsg.A, Rock 
House, Stockhill-la., Basford. Dep. £3 3%. each 
contract, , 

*tBeds CC.—Cottage, at Biggleswade, 
and Stotfield. County A, Bedford. ; 

Beverley RDC.—Ten houses at Arram and site 
=, G. Palfreyman, E, S&A, 3%, Market-pl. 
ep. £1 1s. 

*tLiverpoo! Cty C.—114 flats and 30 garages at 
Sparrow Hill. City A, Blackburn Chbrs., Dale-st., 
Kingsway, Liverpool 2. 

*;Wandsworth BC.—(a) Nine flats at Garratt-la. 
(No. 2) scheme; (b) six flats at West Hill-rd. 
scheme, TC. 

Wantage UDC.—12 houses and site works at Ham- 
field site. W. G. Stanbrook, architect, 37a, Bartholo- 
mewst., Newbury. Dep. £3 3s. 

MAY 22. 

*tCarshalton UDC.—24 flats on site No. 33, Grove- 
a. C. Durrant, Clerk of Council. 

*tHuyton-with-Roby UDC.—250 houses on St. 
John’s-rd. (East) housing estate. Chief Architec- 
tural Assistant, Council] Offices. 

MAY 23. 

Keynsham UDC.—Completion of contract for 
erection of 37 houses on Norman-rd. estate, Salt- 
ford. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. . 

*tWinchester City C.—Six shops, three flats and 
two houses, Wavell-way, New Stanmore. A. S. 
Wilson & Ptnrs., 8, Princes-st., Storey’s-gate, 
london, SW1. Dep. £2 2s. 


Dunton 


A MAY 26. 

“tBarnes BC.—Contract No. 1, seven garages at 
Limes-ave.; contract No. 2, six garages and cycle 
store at Stanton-rd. BES. 

Hyde TC.—12 houses and 2 bungalows on Harbour 

arm housing estate. BS. Dep. £2 2s. 

t+Oxfor¢ City C.—Erection of (1) first instalment 
College of Further Education; (2) 36 flats at Rose 

Hill Frontage ; (3) prim. sch. at Wood Farm estate; 

and (4) 48 flats at Barton End. City A. 


worth Park housing estate. BS. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Durham County Police Authority.—Four police 
houses at Hallgarth-la., Pittington. A to Police 
Authy., Court-la., Durham. 
*Hunts CC.—Hutted accommodation for youth 
centre, Ramsey. County A, Huntingdon. 


MAY 28, 

*Berkshire CC.—Classrooms, Easthampstead Priest- 
wood C. School. County A, Wilton House, Parkside- 
rd., Reading. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Walsall BC.—Eight shops and eight maisonettes, 
Gipsy-la. site. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


MAY 29. 
*Barnstaple BC.—Two flats and 
Forches estate. BS. Dep. £2 2s. 
Felling UDC.—100 houses on the Leam-la. unit, 
Heworth. Chief Housing Officer, Council-bldgs., 
Felling, Gateshead, 10. Dep. £2 2s. 


MAY 30. 

*Accrington BC.—Adaptation of stables and 
smithy to garages and repair shop at Moreton-st. 
Health Dept. Depot. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Saffron Walden RDC.—Four houses, Ugley. C. 


six garages, 


JUNE 1. 
Gipping RDC.—Four houses at Baylham. D&S, 
Needham Market, near Ipswich. Dep. £3. 
*Wigan BC.—18 police houses on five sites. BE. 
Dep. £2 2s. 


JUNE 3, 
*Guildford RDC.—30 dwellings at Cardinals estate, 
Torgham. E&. Dep. £6 6s 


*St. Albans City C€.—5O0 houses and flats on 
Marshalswick-la. estate. City E&S, 16, St. Peter-st. 
Dep. £3 3s. 


JUNE 4. 
*Bootle BC.—Infants’ department at Netherton 
Moss county primary school. BS. Dep. £2 2s. 


JUNE 65. 
Rochdale CB.— Adaptations of premises in Bailie- 
st. to form Police Headquarters. BS, Town Hall. 


yg gy Mg gy gf 


ree a Tee 


B” 

















Sonate ot) 

“, ~ 5 

3 4 

“a 3 <i 

RRP Pha Peta atd Ser ee Ree WRENS DAES 

4: fy bees * ah, Sad: SoSte Ss 3 
Rar beeene tis get EE Essel Pay Tag 
. 3 


WATERPROOFING 


TREATMENT FOR CONCRETE 


CEMENT RENDERING 
BRICKWORK, ASBESTOS, ETC. 
: eae CARS 





“Stic B” 


47, WHITEHALL, S.W.1 
WHITEHALL 9958 


Py iy 


PAINT SALES LTD. 


*Wood Green BC.—Six flats at 
BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Wood Green BC.—38 dwellings at Bounds Green- 
rd. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


Crescent-rise. 


JUNE 8, ; 

*East Riding CC.—Two pairs of police houses and 
two garages, Howden. County <A, Beverley. 
Dep. £2. 

Milnrow UDC.—46 houses on Bentgate housing 
estate, New Hey. E&s. 


JUNE 10. 
*Haydock UDC.—36 houses on Church-rd. site. 8. 
Dep. £3 %. 
JUNE 11. 


*Leyton BC.—Demolition and reconsttuction of 
Paper Baling House. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. each 
case. 

JUNE 12. 

*Durham CC.—54 flats at Sunderland-rd. estate, 
scheme 2. City E&A. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Harrow UDC.—36 flats, ‘“ Chigwellhurst,’ Elm 
Park-rd., Pinner. E&S. Dep. £2. 

*Lowestoft BC.—Additiona] classrooms at Lowes- 
toft cty. gram. sch. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 

NO DATE. 

*Cheltenham BC.—Seven shops with 16 flats over 

oe garages, Rowanfield estate. BE. Dep. 


*Tunbridge Wells RBC.—Contract 1, 25 houses and 
four flats; contract 2, nine houses on Lower Green 
housing estate. BS. Dep. £2 2s. per contract. 

_*t Worcestershire CC.—New buildings and adapta- 
tions at Avonbank, Pershore, est. cost £100,000, to 
form Institute of Horticulture. E. Harris & Part- 
— surveyors, 3, Bedford-sq., London, WOl. Dep. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


MAY 14. 
*tWest Sussex CC.—Improvements to sanitary 
accommodation at seven schools in the county. 
Cty. A, Chichester. 


MAY 15. 
*tSouthampton BC.—Internal redecorations 
repairs at Central District jun. and inf. sch. 
A. Dep. £1. Tenders by June 11. 


MAY 16. 
*tEssex CC.—Internal decorations to Chelmsford 
ety high sch. for girls, est. cost £2,300. Cty. A 


MAY 18. 


and 
Boro’ 


**Gateshead BC.—Electrical installation at 
Dryden-rd. gram. sch. BS. Dep. £2 28. Tenders 
by June 10. 


*tHayes and Harlington UDC.—External and in- 
ternal redecoration of Townfield prim. and sec. mod. 
schs. and kitchens. E&s, Town Hall, Hayes. 

*tHayes and Harlington UDC.—Electrical instal- 
lations at 450 houses on Botwell estate. 


MAY 19. 

*tNorthamptonshire CC.—Electrical installations 
at Wellingborough for (a) laboratory, gram. sch.; 
(b) classrooms at high sch.; and (c) converted 
classrooms at sec. tech. sch. Also heating and hot- 
water installations at the sec. tech, sch. Cty. A, 
Northampton. 


MAY 20. ; 
*Wallasey BC.—Concrete post and wire fencing at 
Buxton House estate. Boro’ A. 


MAY 22. 
*Harrow UDC.—Internal decorations to seven 
dwellings on Wealdstone housing estate. EA&S, 
Stanmore. Dep. £2. 


MAY 23. 

Farnham UDC.—Chain-link fencing to boundary 
fences on the Roman-way housing site. $ 
Council Offices, South-st. 

Hyde BC.—Repainting 46 houses at Victoria-st., 
six houses at Layton-ave (tender “ A’), 94 houses 
at Dukinfield-rd. (tender “‘B”). BS. Dep. £1 1s. 


MAY 25, 

*tLeeds Regional Hospital Brd.—(a) Heating, 
hot. and cold-water installations; (b) electrical in- 
stallation at new nurses’ hostels at Sutton branch 
of Hull Royal Infirmary. Architect to Brd., Park- 
parade, Harrogate. Dept. £2 2s. per contract. 
Tenders by June 15. 


MAY 26, 

Ongar RDC.—Modernisation of 21 houses at 
End and Hare-st., Stanford Rivers. E&S. 
£2 2s. 

Peterhead (Aberdeen) TC.—Trades for 44 dwellings 
at Catto-dr. Burgh A, 60, Broad-st. 

*Uxbridge UDC.—External painting 416 houses. 
H. E. G. Stripp, Esq., E&S, 263, High-st. 

MAY 29. ; 

*Harrow UDC.—Reconditioning public conveni- 

ence, Cannons Park open space. E&S. Dep. £2. 
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*Harrow UDC.—Renewal of concrete floors in (a) 
18 houses at Honeybun estate, Harrow; (b) 35 at 
Weald Village estate, Harrow Weald; (c) 30 at 
Pinner Hill estate, Pinner; and (d) Berridge estate, 
Edgware. E&S, Stanmore. Dep. £2 per schedule. 

JUNE 8. 

*E. Riding of -Yorks CC.—Precast prestressed 
beam floors and in-situ r.c. work in extensiens to 
annexe of Hessle cty. sec. sch., Tranby House. 
Oty. A, Beverley. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


MAY 18. 

Dunstable BC.—(a) Surface dressing of 53,000 sq. 
yds.; (b) double surface dressing of 9,000 sq. yds. 
roads. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 

MAY 20. : 

Kingston-upon-Thames RBC. — Resurfacing of 
approximately 6,500 sq. yds. carriageway in London- 
td. and Cambridge-rd. BS. Dep. £2 2s. 

MAY 21. : 

Ashton-under-Lyne BC.—Surface dressing of 45,067 
sq. yds. roads, BS. : 

*Huntingdon RDC.—Laying of 2,900 yd. water 
main in Barham_and Woolley Parish. Pick, 
Everard, Keay & Gimson, engineers, 6, Millstone- 
la., Leicester. ‘Dep. £1 1s. 

MAY 25. ; 

Bucks CC.—Improvements to sections of_ the 
Aylesbury-Tatiing End road, A413, and the High 
Wycombe-Marlow road, A404, County S., County 
Offices, Aylesbury. Dep. £2 for either or each con 
tract. 

MAY 26. , 

River Board.—Reconstruction of 
Engineer to the Board, “ Elm- 
Dep: £2 2. 
land drainage 

Dep. £2. 


Great Ouse 
Brandon Staunch. t 
hurst,” Brookland-ave., Cambridge. 

Southall BC.—Durdans' Park 
BE&S, Town ‘Hall, High-st:, Southall. 

MAY 27. | 

Berkshire CC.—Reconstruction of Swallowfield Mill 
Bridge,’ No. 143, over the river Loddon, on road 
A.33, at, Swallowfield, nr. Reading. County S, Shire 
Hall, Reading. Dep. £2. 

: Resurfacing of 14,000 d 

Farnham UDC.—Resurfacing of 14,000 sq. yds. on 
the Guildford road (A.31). E&S, Council Offices, 
South-st. 

JUNE 1 


*East Riding of Yorks CC.—Development of play- 
ing fields, Jawns and gardens at Withernsea cty. 
sec. sch. Cty. A, Beverley. f . 

Tynemouth CB.—Surface dressing of carriage- 
ways. BS, 16, Northumberland-sq., North Shields. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
JUNE. 5. 


Stourbridge BC.—Construction of approximately 
3,300. super. yds. carriageway, 1,300. lin. yds, sewers 
and incidental works. BE&S. Dep. £3 3s. 

JUNE 8, ; 

Dartford BC.—Sewerage works on sites 5 and 6 
and Littlebrook Manor-way. TC, Council Offices, 
Dartford. Dep. £2 2s. y ’ 

Thorne. RDC.—Storm water pumping station at 
Bootham--la., Hatfield, scheme No. 5. R. H. Rad- 
ford & Son, Albion-chbrs., King‘st., Nottingham. 
Dep. £3 3s. 

JU 


NE 98. : 

Mid- and South-East Cheshire Water Board.— 

Laying and jointing of 33 miles pipes in various 

parishes. D. G. Davies, MICE, Manager, Weaver- 

ham Grange, Hartford, near Northwich. Dep. 
£2 2s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


hnal Green.—Fiat Mopernisation.—LOC are 
cmuenind to proceed with scheme for moderni- 
sation of 50 flats on Boundary-st. estate, at esti- 
28,345. ; 
mated cont ScriooL,—Corporation are recommended 
to approve preliminary plans prepared by Hugh 
MacIntosh & Ptnrs., architects. 33, ng tom 
Croydon, for erection of Castle Hill Primary Schoo! 
at New Addington, at estimated cost. £168,380. 
Croydon.—SHowroom.— Erection of a so 
with stores at rear of. 1597, London-rd., proposed by 
W. Pryor & O©o., Ltd., 361-363, Old Kent-rd., SE1, 
seived TP permission. : 
nas oydon.-Hovses.—Proposals by West’s (Red- 
hill), Ltd., 40, Croham-rd., South Croydon, for erec- 
tion of 22 houses at Gravel Hill have been given 
a. 
gy <i AND MAISONETTES.—TP consent 
has been given to proposals by Wates, Ltd., 1258-60. 
London-rd., Norbury, for erection of three blocks of 
flats and maisonettes at junction of Galpins-rd./ 
h. Lodge-ave. 
Sp aiord PLare; MAISONETTES AND Suops.—LOC 
have granted TP permission to erection of 90 flats 
and maisonettes and 12 shops on Evelyn-st. Nos. 1 
and 2 sites, in accordance with detailed drawings 
submitted by H. V. Ashley and Winton Newman, 
LF.RIBA, 3, Verulam-bidgs., Gray’s Inn, WC1. BC 
have approved plans, sections and elevations pre 
pared by the same architects for erection of 40 
dwellings on the Clyde-st. extension. 
Friern. Barnet.—Hovusrs.—_TP Com, have approved 
erection of 22 houses off Netherlands-rd., New 
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** THE BUILDER” PRICES 
BRASS TUBES 
The Brass and Copper Tube Association announce 
that, in consequence of the rise in the market price 
of zinc, basis prices have been increased from mid- 
night, May 4, as follows: 
Increased by Basic price 


per lb. per lb. 
Brazed brass tubes se 4d. 344d. 
Drawn brass strip sections 4d. 334d. 











Barnet, as proposed by Day (Contractors), Ltd., 
705, High-rd., N.12. 

Friern Barnet.—Hovses.—Outline application by 
Stanwal (Finchley), Ltd., for erection of houses at 
junction of Friern Mount-dr. and Langton-ave., 
N20, has been approved by TP Com. 

Hackney.—SITE AcQuisiTIoN.—BC recommended to 
acquire sites 29-35 (odd), Clapton Common, 80-106 
(even), Oldhill-st., 167 and 169, Osbaldeston-rd., at 
total estimated cost £51,500; also site comprising 
Part 2 of Banister House Second Extension housing 
scheme, total estimated cost £12,000. 

Hackney.—SiTe ACQUISITION.—LCC are  recom- 
mended to acquire at estimated cost £5,600 site of 
50, Rushmore-rd. to form part of the site for pro- 
posed comprehensive school. 

Hackney.—Site AcquisiTion.—LCC Ed. Com. pro- 
pose the acquisition-of site in Kingshold-rd. and 
Ainsworth-rd. for extension of site of South Hack- 
ney parochial CE primary school. 

Hammersmith.—MAISONETTES AND FLAts.—Revised 
sketch plans submitted by Basil Duckett, ARIBA, 
80, Wimpole-st., W1, for erection of 12 flats and 2 
maisonettes on site of 1-7, Ashchurch-grove have 
been approved by Hsg. Com., who have instructed 
him to proceed with working drawings. 

Hammersmith.—F.ats.—Poulton and Freeman, 
FF.RIBA, 6a, Wyndham-pl., W.1, have had pre- 
liminary sketch plans approved by Hsg. Com. and 
are to proceed with working drawings for erection 
of 8 flats at site of Wood-la./Macfarlane-rd. 

Hammersmith.—FLAts AND  MAtsoneTTes.—Hsg. 
Com. have approved in principle serena sketch 
plans submitted by Hammett & Norton, AA.RIBA, 
29, Sackville-st., W1, for erection of 6 flats at 25-29, 
Cromwell-grove, W6; and 6 maisonettes at 7-9, Ash- 
church-ter., W12. Architects are to proceed with 
working drawings. 

Hornchurch.—Hovses.—Proposals by T. J. Kelly, 
Fels Farm, Eastbrookend, Romford, for the erec- 
tion of 8 houses on sites 4-18, Grove Park-rd., Rain- 
ham, shave been given BC’s approval, 

Hornchurch.—Snops AND FLats.—Proposals by 
Richard Costain, Ltd., bldrs., Dolphin-sq., W1, for 
erection of 20 shops with flats over at 1-20 on plan, 
The Broadway, Elm Park, has received TP 
approval. 

Hornchurch.—Hovses.—Erection of 4 houses at 
48-50, Ravenscourt-gr., la and 1b, Ravenscourt-dr., 
Hornchurch, has been approved by BC. Proposer 
was H. C. Blake, estate agent, 1, Broadway-parade, 
Elm Park-ave., Romford. . 

Hornchurch.—Dwe.Linc Hovses.—TP consent has 
been granted to erection of 17 dwelling houses in 
Elmer-gdns., Rainham, as proposed by L. A. Aves, 
5, Allandale-rd., Romford. 

Hornchurch.—Hovusinc AND Factory.—TP Com. 
have approved the erection by H. Webb (Builders), 
Ltd., Bridge-yard, Gallows Corner, Romford, of 
factory and offices at Bryant-ave., and 13 houses at 
Nelmes-cres. 


ornchurch.—BunGcAaLtows.—BC have approved 








FITTINGS 


Swivels, Doubles and Putlog Couplers, 
Joint Pins, Putlog Ends, Adjustable and 
Standard Base Plates, etc. For normal 
scaffold tube to B.S.S.1139. 
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SAFETY—yet you SAVE 
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erection of 23 bungalows on sites 1-23 on plan, Moor. 
la., Cranham, as proposed by Chas. Cook & Ptnrs 
Ltd., bidrs., 9, Fillebrook-ave., Enfield. ‘ 
_ Hornchurch.—Factory.—Erection of factory at 
junction of New-rd. A 13/ Lower Mariyke-aye 
Rainham, proposed by Horn Construction Co., Ltd. 
civil engrs., Finsbury Pavement House, Moorgate 
EC2, has received T'P approval. . 

Hornchuréh.—Buncatows.—TP Com. — approveg 
— of Se ar mee eee ses., Cran- 
lam, propose y arking Self-Build Hongj 
Society, Ltd. — 

Lambeth.—SiTE AcquisiTI0oN.—Proposals have been 
made for the acquisition by LCC of three-acre sit, 
in Larkhall-la. and Studley-rd., Kennington, at 
estimated cost £27,500, for new primary and 
nursery schools. 

Lewisham.—ScnHoo..—Preliminary plans prepared 
by Clayton and Black and Ptnrs., architects, 35 
Grenville-st., WCl, for a RC secondary school fo 
girls in Belmont Hill have been approved by L(g 
Ed. Com. Estimated cost is £115,585. 

Lewisham.—ScHooL Extenstons.—LCOC Ed. Com 
have approved plans prepared by Basil Spence ¢ 
Ptnis., architects, 29, Buckingham-st., WC2, fo 
erection in 1953-54 educational building programm 
of additional buildings at Sydenham county 
secondary school for girls to provide accommodation 
for another 1,000 girls, at_estimated cost £346,577, 

Lewisham.—Hovusine.—BC have_approved layout 
and detailed plans prepared by Boro’ A for eree. 
tion of the following: 14 houses and 6 flats at sites 
of Nos. 71-79 and 24-38, Beadnell-rd. and Nos, 1-1], 
Dalmain-rd.; 48 flats, 28 maisonettes and 9 houses 
on the Brookbank-rd., Ellerdale-st. and Marsala:rd. 
housing site; 8 houses, 16 maisonettes and 8 flats 
on sites of Nos. 9-19 (odd), Comerford-rd., Nos, 1.37 
(odd) and 2-34 (even), Whitbread-rd., and No 
310-320 (even), Brockley-rd.; 6 flats on sites of Nog, 
154 and 156, Devonshire-rd.; 9 flats on sites of Nos. 
87-89 and 103, Tyrwhiti-rd.; 6 flats and 3 houses on 
sites of Nos. 21-27 and 63-65, Ermine-rd.; and 3 
houses on sites of 32-38, Ellerdale-st.; 16 maisonettes 
and 8 houses as Stage 2 of Lawn Terrace housing 
site; 16 maisonettes, 39 flats, 8 houses and 10 
garages at Lewisham Park site: 12 flats on site of 
Nos. 12-16, St. Mildred’s-rd.; -7 houses on site of 
Nos. 29-41 and 67-73, Ronver-rd.; 21 flats on housing 
site at junction of Westwood Hill and Kirkdale; 
and 12 maisonettes, 48 flats and 10 houses o 
nes site of Nos. 1-35 (odd, inclusive), Peak 

ill. 

Poplar.—REDEVELOPMENT.—The acquisition, clear. 
ance and partial redevelopment, of a nine-acre site 
at Tidey-st., at estimated cost £165,000, is recom 
mended to LCC. : 

Southwark. — REDEVELOPMENT. — LCC are_ recom. 
mended to acquire sites in Rockingham-st., Tarn-st,, 
Rockingham-court and New Kent-rd, at estimated 
cost £14,000, for inclusion in the Elephant and 
Castle redevelopment scheme. 

Stoke Newington.—ScHoo. Extensions.—LCC Ed. 
Com. have approved the proposals for additional 
accommodation at Woodberry Down county primary 
school, at estimated cost £10,595. : 

Walthamstow.—FLAts.—BC approved in_ principle 
scheme prepared by Boro’ A for erection of 24 flats 
on land adjoining Wadham-ave. Following schemes 
prepared by Boro’ A to be submitted for approval 
by M of H & LG: 6 flats at junction of Church-la. 
Shernhall-st.; 6 flats at site of 837a, Forest-rd.; 4 
flats at land adjoining 317, Hoe-st.; and 6 flats and 
4 bungalows on site adjoining 110, Upper Wal 
thamstow-rd. 

Wandsworth.—Site AcquIsiTion.—Acquisition from 
BC of 14 acres of land to provide site for county 
primary and nursery schools at Putney Vale is pro 
posed by LOC Ed. Com., at estimated cost £4,50). 
Also half-acre adjoining St. Andrews RC primary 
school (for future extensions) at estimated cost 


Westminster.—FLats.—_Scheme for erection of 7 
flats in Churchill-gdns. is being prepared for City 0 
by Powell & Moya, AA.RIBA, 36, Gt. Smith-st., 
SWl. This paragraph corrects the information 
given in our issue of April 10. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Birmingham.—EC. propose _ improvements 4 
Acocks Green sch. Architects, Lumsden & Gibberd, 
Theatre Royal Chambers, New-st.—Reg. Hospitd 
Brd. propose following schemes :—Adaptations 
laundry.and hut, Barnsley Hall, £13,000 est; adap 
tations to “C” block, Hill Top; new nurses’ home, 
King Edward VII Sanatorium, Hertford Hill, £25,00 
est.; operating theatre block, Gulson-rd., £12,00 
est; thoracic surgery unit, Cheshire Joint Sana 
torium, £38,000 est; operating theatre suite and 
X-ray unit, Good Hope, £40,000 est; out-patien's 
dept., Selly Oak, £19,000 est.: extensions to kitchet, 
West Heath Sanatorium, £14,000 est; new maternity 
unit, Warneford General, £70,000 est; outpatien's 
and casualty dept., Corbett Stourbridge, £2000 
est; maternity unit, Cheadle, £47,500 est; casually 
and admission unit, Dudley-rd., £40,000 est; J 
building of “D” block, Selly Oak, £95,000 6ii 
and reconstruction of theatre block, Birmingtall 
Accident, £26,00 est. Architect to Brd., D, 4 
Goldfinch, 10, Augustus-rd., Birmingham. 

Bradford.—TC approved plans for new se. sch. 
between Reevy-ave. and Reevy-rd. West, £247, 
est. cost. Plans by City A.—Approved erection # 
244 houses, 60 three-storey flats, six aged persols 
bungalows and two shops at Delph Hill, Halifax-tt 
site, and 287 houses, 45 flats and maisonettes # 
Seed Farm, Halifax-rd. site, 
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promsgrove.—UDC approved plans for 24 houses 
, Maypole-la., Wythall, for Eayton Estate Co., 
* tices at Hewell-la., Barnt Green, for A. & F. 
sanders, Ltd. 

Cheltenham.—TC approved sketch layout plans for 
5 flats at Higgs Cottages, est. cost £17,000. Archi: 
jects, Barnard & Partners.—BS to prepare scheme 
for six maisonettes at Kingsley-gardens. 

Denton.—_UDC propose five blucks of flats at 
Haughton Hall site. 

Eccles.—IC inviting tenders for 304 houses at 
Brookhouse Farm estate, Peel Green. Quantity 
surveyors, T. Sumner Smith & Partners, Brazennose- 
st., Manchester. a @ : 

Eccles—RC authorities of St. Mary’s propose 
erection of sch. at Ellesmere Park, £80,000 est. cost 
(Rev, Father K. Drescher). 

Felling (Durham).—UDC seek 

506 for 254 houses at Leam-la. 

Hackenthorpe.—Cty. sec. sch (first part), £130,000 
est cost; cty. jum. sch., £51,000 est cost. 

Hyde.—BC propose 140 houses and 10 bungalows 
at Dukinfield-rd. site. 

keston.—Kirk Hallam cty. inf. sch., £46,792 est. 


loan sanction 


cost. 
“x onilworth.—Extensions proposed to ‘ Motel” at 
Rouncil Towers, for John Collins, £90,000 est. cost. 

Manchester.—TC propose blocks of three-storey 
fats at New Cross. City A, L. C. Howitt.—T.C. 
considering erection of 250-bedroom luxury hotel in 
sity centre, £500,000 est. cost. 

Middleton.—BC. approved plans, 171 houses and 
cottage flats at Langley estate, for Manchester TC. 
Sketch plans for ambulance stn. at Highfield-st., 
for Lancs CC.—Three sub-stations at Langley estate, 
for North-Western Elec. Brd.,. No. 3 sub-area, 
Oldham. ; : 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City C received loan sanction 
for £33,025 for adapting Jesmond Dene House as 
special sch.—_City C Hsng. Com. approved layout 
plans for erection of 1,937 houses at Kenton and 604 
houses and hostel at Fawdon.—City C’s five years’ 
plan includes new libraries at Kenton, Benton Hall, 
jesmond, and Dentgn. City A, G. Kenyon, 18, 
Cloth-market.—Counci] of King’s College propose 
to convert 11 Sydenham-ter. into archeology and 
anthropology dept. Architects, Turley & William- 
son, 14, Eldon-pl.—City C approved sports stadium 
scheme at Ouseburn Tip. First stage will cost 
£12000. Plans by City E, Percy Parr.—North- 
Fastern Elec. Brd., Jesmond-rd., had plans approved 
for sub-power stn. in Kerr’s-rd., Gateshead. 

Penrith.—_TC to invite tenders for 34 houses be- 
tween Brentfield-way and Folly-la., Scaws estate. 

Ryhall (Lincs).—Ketton RDC agreed that layout 
plans for 40 houses on village site be prepared. 
aaa considering erection of eight-storey 
ats. 

Scarborough.—Boro’ E. to submit plans for 4 
houses at Wreyfield-dr., Barrowcliff. 

Shirebrook.—Cty. inf. sch., £40,000 est. cost. 

Skipton.—_RDC approved erection of new pavilion 
at Parks Field, Glusburn, for Glusburn Cricket 
Club.—Propose erection of 120 houses at Beanlands 
site, Glusburn. 

Stanley (Co. Durham).—Plans are to be prepared 
| ga S for old people’s bungalows at Tanfield 

a 


Stockport —TC propose erection of 44 flats at rear 
of shops at Brinnington estate——BC to negotiate 
with G. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., for erection of 73 
houses at Brinnington estate. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—TC to negotiate with G. Wim- 
pey & Co., Ltd., Orchard House, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
for erection of 80 flats on Newtown housing site. 
. ro’ A, T. C. Hartley, 28, The Square, Stockton-on- 
ees. 

Stoke-on-Trent.—TC to prepare sketch plans for 
proposed Henry & Sarah Ann Wood Maternity and 
Child Welfare Centre at Chell Heath.—Approved pre- 
liminary plans for housing scheme at Chell Heath- 
td., Smalithorne, 

Stone.—UDO approved erection of 24 maisonettes 
at Lichfield-rd. site. 

Sutton Coldfield.—BC considering erection of flats 
a junction Highbridge-rd. / Boldmere-rd.—BC 
approved plans, 18 houses at MHollyhurst-rd., for 
G. E. Clarke, 280, Chester-rd. North. 
Wakefield.—Brotherton & Co., Ltd., propose erec- 
tion of office block at Calder Vale-rd. 

Wallsden.—Parochial Church Council to lay ‘foun- 
dation stone in July for erection of new church, 


,000 est. cost. 

Wallsend.—R. T. James & Partners, 1, St. 
Nicholas-bidgs., Newcastle, prepared plans for 
laboratory and offices at Pametrada Research 

tion at Wallsend.—The erection of flats on the 
Churchill-st. housing estate is to be considered by 
T.—Lamb & Edge, 36, Blackett-st., Newcastle, 
prepared plans for 18 houses in Denbigh-ave., for 

‘orth Heaton Development Co., Ltd.—TC to nego- 
tiate with F. P. Dodsworth, builder, Hillheads-rd., 
Whitley Bay, for erection of houses and shops ad- 
ining Chicken-rd. 

Wallsend.—TC to obtain tenders for erection of 160 
houses on Churchill-st. site. Architects, J. W. 
oh & Son, 123, Northumberland-st., Newcastle- 
Wallsend.—Plans for civil defence HQ in Station. 
td. been approved. C. C. Brown, Cty. A, County 
Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

West Lancs.—RDC approved plans, 36 flats at 
diate and 10 bungalows at Lydiate, 24 flats at 
Ntree, 24 flats at Aughton. 

Whitefield—UDC approved plans for erection of 
f¢w church and presbytery at Elms estate, for RC 
aatherities, 
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TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

~ Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 
q accepted by H.M. Government 


{ Denotes Depart- 


ments. 

Berwick.—Erection of fish canning factory, for J. 
Van Smirren, Ltd., Boston, Lincolnshire. Plans by 
firm’s own architects. Builders: *R. Small, Tweed- 
mouth, Berwick; steelwork: *Craven & Nicholas, 
Ltd., St. John’s-rd., Boston. 

Birmingham.—New shop-fronts to Jackson the 
Tailor’s premises at New-st. and Low Temple-st., 
Birmingham. Architects, Stephenson & Gillis, 
Saville-chbrs., Saville-row, Newcastle-on-Tyne : 
*Curtis & Co., Leeds. 

Bloomsbury.—Erection of HQ at Great Russell-st., 
WCl, for Trades Union Congress. Architect, David 
du R. Aberdeen, BA, FRIBA, AMTPI: *Sir Robert 
McAlpine & Sons, Itd., 80, Park-la., W1. 

Bolton.—(a) 40 dwellings at Toronto-st. estate, 
(b) 28 dwellings at Crompton Fold estate; (c) twa 
bungalows at Eastfield estate, for TC. Thomas P. 


Rae, LRIBA, FIHsg, Hsg. Director. (a) *W. 
Lionel Gray (1933), Ltd., Hospital-bldgs., Darley, 
Farnworth, £41,344; (b) *W. Lionel Gray (1933), 


Ltd., £32,438; (c): *A. D. Primrose, Stork Joinery 
Works, Halliwell, Bolton, £2,766. 

Bradford.—19 houses at Thorpe Edge estate, for 
TC: *John Laing & Son, Ltd., Carlisle, £293,867. 

Burnley.—64 houses at Far Brunshaw estate, for 
TC: *Direct Labour, £84,556. , 

Carlton.—36 bungalows, scheme No. 72, Corona- 
tion-walk, Burton-rd., Gedling, for UDO. J. R. 
Campbell, MIMunE, ARICS, AMTPI, E&S: *M. D. 
Sweeney & Palmer, Ltd., Beechdale-rd., Aspley, 
Nottingham, £36,091 (subject to MOHLG approval). 

Chinley.—Reconstruction of mill damaged by fire 
at Bridgeholme Mill: *Z. & W. Wade, Litd., Whaley 
Bridge. Est. cost £40,000. 

Clun.—12 houses at Bucknell, for RDC: *Gregory 
Housing Co., Ltd., £15,729. 

Durham.—<Additions ito Castletown County Hall, 
for CC. Cty. A, G. R. Clayton, Court-ia., Durham: 
*R. Matthews & Co., Villiers-st., Sunderland, £6,493. 

Durham.—<Additions to Wingate A. J. Dawson 
gram. sch., for CC, Cty. A, G. R. Clayton, Court- 
la.. Durham: *H. Hewitt & Sons, Haswell, Co. 
Durham, £3,165. - i 

Gateshead.—Erection of six police houses in Old 
Durham-rd., for TC: *A. N. Hindmarsh, 470, 
Lobley Hill-rd., Gateshead, £11,086. ; 

Hackney.—Work for BC :—Six flats on the sites of 
Nos. 98-108, Kenworthy-rd.: tDirect Labour, £12,349. 
Six. flats on the sites of Nos. 5-11 (odd), Sewdley- 
st.: tDirect Labour, £12,057. 

Hayes and Harlington.—37 aged persons’ dwell- 
ings, Park Farm estate, and two houses, Cromwell- 


rd., for UDC. F. J. N. Polkinhorne, E&S. Quanti- 
ties by John McBain & Partners :— 

Walker (Tooting), Ltd., Wallington ... _ ... £81,448 
The Bunting Construction Co., Ltd., SW9 ... 75,558 


Alfred Robinson (Builders & Contractors), 


Ltd., Harrow Rey ae ae eat ... 74,120 
Francis Jackson Contractors, Ltd., Icken- 
hams. ee Re ae ay Sat a. Taj 480 
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Lancaster Contractors, Ltd., Wembley 67,365 
Purser & Co., Ltd., Hillingdon... ; 66,106 
G. H. Wright, Ltd., WCl 64,848 
Warry, Ltd., Eltham es waa a ... 64,297 
W. G. Young (Floriston), Ltd., Greenford ... 63,229 
W. G. Contractors, Ltd., Eastcote ... ... 62,869 
*C. & W. Montague, Ltd., 40, Glebe-rd., 

Stanmore ee sas ane eas ..- 61,406 
Hayes and Harlington.— flats at Bourne Farm 
estate, for UDC. F. J. N. Polkinhorne, BSc, 
AMICE, Town Hall, Hayes, Middx, E&S.  Archi- 


tect, R. J. Sargent, MInstRA, 8, Queen-st., Mayfair, 
W1. Quantities by Higgins & Partners :— 

The Bunting Construction Co., Ltd., SW2 £92,520 
Norman Sinclair, Ltd., Ealing ... sad ... 89,850 
Alfred Robinson (Builders & Contractors), 


Ltd., Harrow a aS ee a 88,407 
Walker (Tooting), Ltd., Wallington ... e« §87,729 
Francis Jackson Contractors, Ltd., Icken- 

ham... aa ae ee ee ta .-- 87,220 
Lancaster Contractors, Ltd., Wembley... 87,180 
Co-Partner Building Operatives, Ltd., Sun- 

bury-on-Thames _... a tac es ... 81,322 
*W. G. Contractors, Ltd., 444, Field End-rd., 

Eastcote we uae 5 80,667 


Huddersfield.—Erection of CE sch. at Lindley, for 
EC: *John Radcliffe & Sons, Ltd., St. John’s-rd., 
Huddersfield. 

Jarrow-on-Tyne.—Erection of 50 ‘‘ Unity ” houses 
at South Leam-la. and construction of roads and 
sewers on land north of Ormonde-st. and west of 
Ferry-st., for TC: *Direct Labour. 

Keighley.—14 houses at Colne-rd. estate, Oak- 
worth, for TC. E. G. Felgate, ARIBA, Boro’ A: 
*F. W. Heaton (Builders), Ltd., Crossflatts, Bingley. 

Kirkham.—Adaptations at children’s homes to 
provide nursery unit for Lancs CC: *Hardmans, 
Best-st., Kirkham. 

_Lewisham.—Erection of 12 houses on the sites of 
Nos. 1-4 and 7-8, Fordyce-rd., 10-14, Littlewood 
and 23-27, Thornford-rd., and a block of 2 flats on 
the sites of Nos. 47-51, Harvard-rd., for B.C. 
C. R. Voysey & Co., Ltd. ... a .-. £33,820 


S. Varney & Co., Ltd. 29,883 
T. W. Driver, Ltd. 29,616 
Galbraith Bros., Ltd. ... 29,550 
W. J. Mitchell & Son, Ltd. 29,414 
Henry Kent (Builders), Ltd. 27,962 
J. Cusp & Sons fea 27,920 
M. J. Deane ... aa ees 27,418 
A. J. Cailes & Sons, Lid. 26,995 


tHerbert Kennard, Ltd. (revised figure) ... 27,086 

Lewisham.—Erection of 20 houses on the sites of 
Nos. 36-42, Fermor-rd., Nos. 31-39, Houston-rd., Nos. 
44-46 and 60-62, Hurstbourne-rd., and Nos, 14-20 and 
42-50, Neuchatel-rd., for B.C. 


T. W. Driver, Ltd. ... ead .-- £42,900 
S. Varney & Co., Ltd. ... 42,821 
Galbraith Bros., Ltd. ... 42,760 
W. J. Mitchell & Son, Ltd. 42,604 
Anthony Cooper & Son, Ltd. 40,946 
A. J. Cailes & Sons, Ltd. 40,870 
Henry Kent (Builders), Ltd 40,662 
William Harbrow, Ltd. ... 38,985 
J. Crisp & Sons... 38,295 
M. J. Deane a re ar Pm 37,757 
tHerbert Kennard, Ltd. (revised figure) 37,305 


Lewisham.—Erection of 4 houses and 4 flats on 
the sites of Nos. 24-28, Border-rd., for B.C. 

Anthony Cooper & Son, Ltd. ... ae ne 
W. J. Mitchell & Son, Ltd. pre ety ... 18,890 


S. Varney & Co., Ltd. 18,817 
William Harbrow, Ltd. 18,693 
Halse & Sons, Ltd. ats ae ... 18,600 
H. Foord & Son, Ltd. ... ed ate -. L728 
C. R. Voysey & Co., Ltd. (revised figure) ... 17,250 
T. W. Driver, Ltd. eS ame “aa -. 17,216 
Henry Kent (Builders), Ltd. ... 17,169 
IM. J. Deane (revised figure) ... _ ... 15,847 

Leyton.—Erection of the second stage of the 
Thornhill-rd. redevelopment area. *J. & J. Dean, 


Ltd., £59,284 (subject to MOH & LG approval). 
LCC.—Repairs and adaptations of 40 and 42, Lee- 
ter., Lewisham, as a home for the aged. 


Halse & Sons, Ltd.... -. £27,158 
S. G. & A. Agombar = ... 27,138 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd. ... Ee 26,901 
W. T. Champion & Son, Ltd. ... 26,502 
F. Smith & Co. (Builders), Ltd. 25,810 
Greenaway & Son, Ltd. ... sae 23,518 


*Flowitt & Co., Ltd. a se ae sas ; 
The architect’s comparable estimate is £24,951. 
GLondon (Admiraity).—Particulars of contracts 

placed by Civil Engineer-in-Chief’s Department, 

Admiralty :— 

South Queensferry : 21 houses, W. & J. R. Watson, 
Ltd., 81, Great King-st., Edinburgh, 3. Rosyth: 
Foundations, Holland & Hannen and Cubitts (Scot- 
land), Ltd., 5, Royal-terr., Edinburgh, 7. Worthy 
Down: 97, houses, Richard Costain, Ltd., Dolphin- 
sq., London, SWl. Portsmouth: Terrazzo work, 
W. B. Simpson & Sons, Ltd., 347, Wandsworth-rd., 
London, SW8. Sheerness: Reconstruction of road, 
Val-de-Trayers Asphalte Paving Co., Ltd., 21-22, 
Old Bailey, London, EC4. Fleetlands: Extension to 
workshop, John Hunt, Ltd., South Wharf, Cleveland- 
rd., Gosport, Hants. 

GLondon (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value of 
£500 or over for week ended May 2:— 4 

Building work and erection of hutting: John Lain 
& Son, Ltd., London, NW7. Building and gener 
maintenance work: Haymills (Contractors), Léd., 
London, W5. General maintenance work: Daniel Day 
& Son, Bonchurch, Isle of Wight. Strengthening of 
taxi tracks, etc.: Walter G. Birch (Harrogate), Ltd., 
Harrogate. 
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{London (MOW).—-Contracts placed by MOW 
EC2, 


during week ended April 25 


London: City Gate eace: Finsbury-sq., 
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THE BUILDER 


Alterations, etc., Crispin & Borst, Ltd., 22, Morning- 


ton-gr.. London, EC2. Bedfordshire : * Wrest Park, 
Silsoe, Restoring pavilion, ae . Building Contrac- 
tors (Luton), Ltd., Church Luton, Beds. 
Derbyshire : Dale- rd., Darley | "lee: Erection of 


UAX, John Wm. Wildzoose & Sons, Ltd., Industrial 
Works, Matlock, Derby. Devonshire: Combe 
Martin, Erection of UATE, Staverton Builders, 
Ltd., Totnes, Devon. Kent: Orpington, Erection of 
TE, Galbraith Bros., Ltd., 61, Bartholomew-cl., 
EC1; Thanet TE, Addington-sq., ‘Alterations to pro- 
vide new power room, apparatus room, etc., 
Houghton & Son (Thanet), Ltd., 40 & 53, Albert-st., 
Ramsgate, Kent. Surrey: Weybridge, Erection of 
TE, Speirs, Ltd., 66, Victoria-st., London, SW1. 


London (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed by 
WD during week ended April 25 :— 

Northumberland: Road repairs, W. & J. Glossop, 
Ltd., York. Hampshire : Structural steelwork, R. 
Smith (Horley), Ltd., Horley. Somersetshire ; 
Building, C. P. Unwin & Sons, Ltd., Tiverton. 
Berkshire: Miscellaneous, E. C. Hughes, Ltd., 
Wokingham. Wiltshire: Concrete fencing, Sims, 
Ltd., Durrington. Hampshire: Hutting and “fencing, 
Maurice Hill, Ltd., Bedhampton. Wiltshire: Build- 
ing, ‘Howard Farrow, Ltd., London, ‘NW11. 
Suffolk : Building work, G. E. Shepherd, 
Hednesford. 

Shropshire: Road repairs, 
Co., Ltd., London, SW1l. Inverness-shire: Roof 
repairs, C. MacDonald & Son, Inverness. Moray: 
Miscellaneous, The Scottish Tarmacadam & Asphalt 


The General Asphalte 


Co., Lid., Glasgow. Lanarkshire: Concrete con- 
struction, Peter Thaw & Sons, Glasgow, E2. 
London: Building, J. J. Jagger & Co., Ltd., Sidcup. 
Kent: Building work, Kinman (Contractors), Ltd., 
London, W6. Middlesex: Building, Leighton (Con- 
tractors), Ltd., London, W1. Kent: Painting and 
decorating, Harold G. Oates, Ltd., Bradford. 


Longbenton.—Erection of 28 houses on the Grange 
estate, Forest Hall, for UDC. Surveyor, A. 
Sweetman, Council Offices, Forest Hall, Newcastle- 
on-Tyne: *J. W. Urpeth, North Ridge, Bedlington. 

Macclesfield.—26 houses at Poynton, for RDC: 
*Hugh Owen & Son, Ltd., Buxton-rd., Stockport. 


Middlesbrough.—Erection of 72 flats in Langridge- 


cres., for TC. Boro’ E., J. A. Kenyon: tG. Wimpey 
& Co., Ltd., Orchard House, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
£101,293. 








BROADS 


POCKET DRAINAGE 
CATALOGUE 


a friend. 
Te 


BROAD & CO. LTD., PADDINGTON, W.2 








WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORS 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, S.W.18 














May 8 1953 


Newburn-on-Tyne.—Alterations and improvements 
at the Newburn Hotel. Architect, C. § Erringto on, 
46, Grainger-st., Newcastle: *R. A. Gofton & Son, 
90, Front-st., Monkseaton, Whitley Bay. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—British Engines, Ltd., Glags 
house-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, are to build a mae 
repair shop at their works. Steelwork: *R, Bowey 
& Son, 34, Great North-rd., Newcastle. 

Newcastle- under-Lyme.—45 flats in three block; 
at Windermere-rd. estate, for BC: *Joseph Jones, 
Ltd., Liverpool-rd., Newcastle, £60,497. 

North Shields.—Erection of building in the ene 


neer’s yard at Albert Edward Dock, for the 
Improvement Commission: *T. H. Rigby, Parkside 
Tynemouth. 

Sheffield.—56 dwellings, Hemper-la. estate, f 
City C. J. L. Womersley, City A :— 

W. G. Robson, Ltd., Sheffield 6 £T1% 
W. Simkin, Ltd., Sheffield 9... 75,600 
Ackroyd & Abbott, Ltd., Sheffield 9. 71,499 


W. Redmile & Sons, Ltd., Sheffield 2 2 mE 


. Clifton, Sheffield 5 70,633 
a L. Marcroft, Ltd., Sheffield . coe woe 78,034 
Public Works Dept., Sheffield . 69.943 
M. J. Gleeson (Contrs.), ee Sheffield ¢ ; 60.93 
J. W. Sivil, Ltd., Sheffield 1 . 69,3 


*Reeves Charlesworth, Ltd., a. Wilkinson-st.. 
Sheffield 10 ... 68,593 
Southampton. “Tanners Brook ‘Junior School for 

480 juniors, for BC. Milne & Underhill, FF.RIBA, 15, 

South End-rd., Hampstead, NW3. Quantities by 

Veale & Sanders, 19, ee ems Wi. 


Jno. Croad, ar -.e £77819 
K.-H. Burgess, << 2S 
Wm. T. Nicholls _ pia. - 10,783 
J. J. Udalls Building Pe . 70,564 


G. E. Prince & Son, aie oa vee 67,560 
A. E. Jukes & Son, itd. . 67,404 

a Shields.—Erection of 56 houses in Crawford. 

for TC. Boro’ E., John Reid: *Direct Labour, 
276,000. we 

South Shields.—Erection of small building at Tym 
Dock ore quay for use by iron ore samplers, fo 
the Tyne Improvement Commission: *J. W. Vicker, 
4, Plummer-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Stafford.—Flats at Rising Brook estate, for TC: 
*G. A. Poole, Ltd. 

Stratford-on-Avon.—10 houses for RDC: 
Unett, Ltd., Stratford. : 

Sutton Coldfield.—New social] club at police stn, 
for CC: *H. & F. C. Spencer, Sutton-rd., Sarding. 
ton, Birmingham. 

Sutton-in-Ashfield.—Six bungalows at Leamington 
Hall. for UDC: *J. W. Richards & Co., Mansfield, 
£8,091. 

Todmorden.—Alterations at Glen Works, Com 
holme, for Manchester Rubber Manufacturing (o, 
Ltd. : 
st., Littleborough. 

Wakefield.—20 flats at Barnsley-rd., 
Crowe, Wakefield. 


*Smith & 


for TC: ‘R 
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